WORTH MENTIONING

Formula 1 introduced itself in Asia and the Middle East long before the World Championship expanded to this part of the world, although it never came close to
a formation of any national or regional series for Formula 1 cars.

The Singapore Grand Prix for automobiles was first held in 1961 as Formula Libre race. It continued between 1962 and 1965 as Malaysian Grand Prix at the
same Thomson Road circuit due to unification of the two countries, but after subsequent separation, it was Singapore Grand Prix again from 1966 until 1973.
Despite Formula Libre designation, the machinery consisted primarily of small sports cars and Formula Junior single seaters, but in 1968 the race attracted
attention of the Formula Tasman drivers from Australia and New Zealand, who dominated the subsequent events. Vern Schuppan won the last race in 1973 in
Formula 2 March Hart, before it was cancelled due to extreme hazards of the racing circuit.

Established in 1963, Japan NASCAR Corporation (JNC) intended to run NASCAR style races in Japan. Immediately, plans were made for a new 4.000 km
banked oval near Tokyo. However, funds to complete the project run out and only one 30 degree banked corner was ever completed. JNC was forced to
reorganize into Fuji Speedway Corporation, while Mitsubishi Estate Company acquired the management rights and finished the circuit as 6.070 km road course
in December 1965. The banked Daiichi turn proved extremely dangerous because at the end of a straight the track went over a blind horizon down the banking,
as opposed to normal configuration where the cars would speed into and up the banking. In 1966 Fuji Speedway hosted an United States Auto Club IndyCar
non-Championship race, attended by several prominent Formula 1 drivers, including the winner Jackie Stewart. The course was run in a counter clock wise
direction, which was opposite to the track design. Consequently, the banked curve became even less maneuverable and had to be avoided via a shortcut that
run along a route that would later form the Formula 1 circuit, resulting in temporary circuit length of 4.300 km. In 1974 two local drivers were killed and several
spectators injured in an explosive accident on the banking. This led to substantial re-configuration of the track and an elimination of the banked section. In an
effort to demonstrate its safety and modern standards, the 4.359 km long circuit arranged a promotional run by five Formula 1 drivers in November 1974. They
were the current World Champion Emerson Fittipaldi (McLaren Ford) Ronnie Peterson (Lotus Ford) Carlos Reutemann (Brabham Ford) Patrick Depailler
(Tyrrell Ford) and James Hunt (Hesketh Ford). Two years later the track hosted the World Championship Grand Prix. By this time, Japan had established solid
national auto racing infrastructure that revolved around Formula Nippon Championships that over the years continued under various names including Nippon F-
2000, Nippon Formula 2, Nippon F-3000, and Japan Super Formula. Formula 1 pilots Noritake Takahara, Kazuyoshi Hoshino, Masahiro Hasemi, Satoru
Nakajima, Aguri Suzuki, Ukyo Katayama, Toshio Suzuki, Toranosuke Takagi, Satoshi Motoyama, Kazuki Nakajima all won titles, as did non-Japanese Grand Prix
drivers before they graduated to the World Championship...Geoff Lees, Marco Apicella, Ralf Schumacher, Pedro de la Rosa, Ralph Firman, André Lotterer.

The Dubai Grand Prix was held in December 1981 as part of the 10th anniversary celebrations of the United Arab Emirates. However, the name of the event
was misleading. Although several short races took place, they were run in Citroén and Aston Martin passenger cars, while the true racing machinery was only
on display or made limited demonstration runs. Patrick Tambay in Theodore Ford and John Watson in McLaren Ford were the only two to run contemporary
Formula 1 cars around the makeshift road course. Nonetheless the event featured a number of past and present drivers, including Juan Manuel Fangio, who
drove few laps in his 1955 Mercedes-Benz W196.

Auto racing in India between 1978 and 1987 was centered in the cities like Calcutta (today Kolkata) Bangalore (Today Bengaluru) and Madrasappatiam (today
Chennai) and featured a field of mostly Formula Ford and Formula Atlantic machinery, with an odd F-5000 or Formula 2 car mixed in. In 1982 Vijay Mallya
brought a four year old Ensign Ford to the Madras Grand Prix and won the race. For 1983 he bought newer ground effects Ensign and won again. He likely
won other races, but sources are lacking. Those were the only two seasons F1 cars have raced on those Indian circuits. In 1988 the country’s auto racing,
including the Madras GP, consolidated into a championship series with the 800 ccm Formula Maruti cars, which in 1996 were absorbed into the Formula 2000
Asia series.

The closest the Asian continent came to a multinational auto racing series was the International GP2 Asia from 2008 to 2011. Its winners were Romain
Grosjean, Kamui Kobayashi, and Davide Valsecchi.



STOJi ZA ZMINKU

Formule 1 se v Asii a oblasti stfedniho vychodu predstavila mnohem dfive, nez se do téchto Casti svéta dostaly oficialni zavody mistrovstvi svéta, i kdyz zde ke
vzniku celého Sampionatu pro vozy Formule 1 nikdy nedoSlo.

Automobilova velka cena Singapuru se poprvé jela v roce 1961 jako zavod Formula Libre. V letech 1962 az 1965 se na stejném okruhu Thomson Road v
disledku unifikace obou zemi jela velka cena Malajsie, ale po znovurozdéleni se v letech 1966-1973 vratila velka cena Singapuru. PrestoZze se oficialné
jednalo o podnik Formula Libre, nasazené zavodni vozy byly vétSinou malé sportaky a monoposty tfidy Formule Junior. V roce 1968 se ale zavod dostal do
hledacku australskych a novozélandskych pilotd Formule Tasman, ktefi pak dominovali zbyvajicim roénikiim. Vern Schuppan vyhral posledni zavod v roce
1973 s vozem March Hart Formule 2, a poté byl okruh uzavien kvuli mimofadné hazardnim podminkam.

Japonska associace NASCAR (JNC) vznikla v roce 1963 za uUcelem organizovani zavodl typu NASCAR. Prvnim bodem programu byla konstrukce
Ctyrkilometrového ovalu v blizkosti Tokya. Brzy ovSem dosly penize a dokon&ena byla pouze jedina sekce s klopenim 30°. JNC se preorganizovala ve Fuji
Speedway Corporation, ale vlastnicka prava presla na firmu Mitsubishi Estate Company, ktera v prosinci 1965 trat dokoncila jako okruh v délce 6.070 km.
Klopena sekce zvana Daiichi se ukazala jako velmi nebezpectna, predevSim proto, Ze vozy do ni najizdély pfes horizont a doll po klopeni, misto obvyklé
konfigurace kdy vozy na klopeni stoupaji. V roce 1966 okruh hostoval nemistrovsky zavod americké série IndyCar, do kterého nastoupilo nékolik hvézd z
Formule 1, v¢etné vitézného Jackie Stewarta. Na rozdil od pfedeslych zavodu byl tento veden proti sméru hodinovych ruci¢ek, coz znamenalo, Ze se zatacka
Daiichi stala téméf nezvladnutelnou. Bylo rozhodnuto ji zcela vypustit pomoci zkratky po pfijezdové cesté, ktera pozdéji poslouzila jako zaklad okruhu na
kterém se jela velka cena Formule 1. Tato provizorni trat méfila 4.300 km. Béhem sezony 1974 zahynuli v havariich na klopené sekci dva domaci piloti a
nékolik divak(, coz vedlo zasadnim zménam a definitivni eliminaci useku Daiichi. Ve snaze predvést svétu jak moderni a bezpec¢nou trati se Fuji Speedway
stala, byla v listopadu 1974 na novém 4.359 km dlouhém okruhu zorganizovana exhibi¢ni jizda s péti piloty Formule 1, kterymi byli Gfadujici mistr svéta
Emerson Fittipaldi (McLaren Ford) Ronnie Peterson (Lotus Ford) Carlos Reutemann (Brabham Ford) Patrick Depailler (Tyrrell Ford) a James Hunt (Hesketh
Ford). O dva roky pozdéji se na Fuji jel zavod mistrovstvi svéta. V té dobé uz Japonsko mélo solidni infrastrukturu domacich automobilovych zavodl,
soustfedénou kolem mistrovsvi Formule Nippon, znamou béhem let pod rliznymi nazvy véetné Nippon F-2000, Nippon Formula 2, Nippon F-3000, and Japan
Super Formula. Piloti Formule 1 Noritake Takahara, Kazuyoshi Hoshino, Masahiro Hasemi, Satoru Nakajima, Aguri Suzuki, Ukyo Katayama, Toshio Suzuki,
Toranosuke Takagi, Satoshi Motoyama, Kazuki Nakajima vSichni vyhrali titul, stejné jako nejaponsti piloti pfed tim, neZz se vypracovali do mistrovstvi
svéta...Geoff Lees, Marco Apicella, Ralf Schumacher, Pedro de la Rosa, Ralph Firman, André Lotterer.

Dubai Grand Prix se konala v prosinci 1981 jako soucast oslav desatého vyro&i vzniku Spojenych Arabskych Emiratt. Nazev Grand Prix byl ale zna¢né
zavadéci, protoZe zavody byly uspofadany pouze pro upravené cestovni vozy Citroén a Aston Martin. Mezitim pravé zavodni ma$iny byly pouze vystaveny k
prohlidce, nebo na narychlo vyty¢eném okruhu zajely jenom par propagacnich kol. Z monopostt Formule 1 Patrick Tambay pfedved| Theodore Ford a John
Watson McLaren Ford. Nicméné se této akce zucastnila fada byvalych i aktivnich pilotl, v€etné Juan Manuel Fangia, ktery se predvedl s vozem Mercedes-
Benz W196 z roku 1955.

V Indii se automobilové zavody usidlily na provizornich okruzich v méstech Calcutta (dnes Kolkata) Bangalore (dnes Bengaluru) a Madrasappatiam (dnes Chennai).
Podle toho, co si kdo mohl dovolit finanéné se zde v letech 1978 az 1987 mistni nadSenci utkavali v pestré smési monopostl. Prevladaly vozy Formule Ford,
Formule 3 a Formule Atlantic, s ob&asnou F-5000 a Formuli 2. A pravé na Madras Grand Prix pfivezl v roce 1982 Vijay Mallya ¢&tyfi roky stary Ensign Ford a vyhral.
Na rok 1983 si poridil modernéjsi ‘ground effects’ Ensign a vyhral znovu. Vitézstvi asi ziskal i v jinych zavodech, ale zdroje nejsou dostacujici. Tyto dvé sezony byly
jediné, kdy na téchto indickych okruzich zavodil viiz F1. V roce 1988 se tamni automobilovy sport zkonsolidoval do $ampionatu pro vozy Formule Maruti s obsahem

motoru 800 ccm, ktery byl v roce 1996 pohlcen novou sérii Formula 2000 Asia.

Asijsky kontinent se nejvice priblizil skute€né multinarodnimu automobilovému mistrovstvi v letech 2008 az 2011, sérii GP2 Asia. Jejimi Sampiony se stali
Romain Grosjean, Kamui Kobayashi a Davide Valsecchi.



