Roman Klemm: When | was working on my latest 'Hrdinové Formule 1' book (Heroes of Formula 1) some three years
ago, covering Clark, Fittipaldi and Mansell, | was lucky to be able to discuss the theme with a number of significant
motorsport personalities, who shared their memories and opinions. They included Kurt Ahrens, Daniele Audetto,
Derek Bell, Clive Chapman, John Gentry, Jacky Ickx, Klaus Ludwig, Jochen Mass, Jo Ramirez, Nelson Piquet, Hans-
Joachim Stuck and others. But to get in touch with one of the main subjects of the book, Emerson Fittipaldi, was
more complicated, as he lived between Brazil and the USA. | saw him several times at various events, but just briefly
and all | could usually get was an answer to one of my questions. But this has recently changed, because Fittipaldi
moved to Northern Italy, and when he was on business in Austria recently, | was able to make an appointment, so |
could officially gift him my book. Finally, | could meet my hero and life-long role model face-to-face in a quiet setting...

The meeting would take place in Birgitz, near Innsbruck, and it took an unexpected turn to my benefit. The two-time
World Champion and Indy 500 Winner (in his early years notoriously known for his South American lack of
punctuality) arrived exactly on time and on top of that, his other engagement did not require as much of his time, as
he anticipated. To sum it up, | was able to spend an entire afternoon with the 74-year old champion, starting (and
including) lunch! He loved the book (the best yet written about him, if | have to say so myself) despite the Czech text,
which could not be more foreign to him. But numerous pictures awoke lot of memories and stories that he shared.
There were several topics from his life that | could not reliably include in the book, but now | was prepared to cover
those blank areas and it seemed that Fittipaldi actually discussed some of them for the very first time. So, although
the book is quite comprehensive, here are some of the points that did not make it in.

R.K. You began to race motorcycles first, correct?

SR R > . E.F. Yes, but only because | was not old
SR A D enough to drive cars. But motorcycle
racing gave me my life-long lucky
number: 77.

Later you were not only one quick
youngster, but also rather capable
mechanic.

For sure. We have built all our go-karts
and small formulas with my brother
Wilson. Later | had a company
manufacturing racing steering wheels
and profits from that paid for our racing.
The name of the company was 'Formula
1'and | had trademark for that name for
the whole of Brazill Can you imagine
that?
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How did you come to your helmet design that is tiII being used today by your son Emmo and grandsons
Pietro and Enzo?

| loved bright red and deep blue, so combination of the two came naturally. In some older photographs the helmet
seems to be black-and-red, but the truth is that it always had been dark blue.

Did you feel lost when you moved from Brazil to England, back in 1969?

It wasn't easy. | only knew two people there. But | was not bored, between the races | worked for a Ford engine
tuning company, mostly polishing cylinder heads. | did achieve some early success and fortunately that did not go
unnoticed by Lotus' Colin Chapman. | visited his widow Hazel just couple of weeks ago, she is well into her nineties
by now. But it was like a trip back in time, in the best possible way. The house is exactly the same as it was in 1969,
same furniture, same smell, same atmosphere...imagine that! The only thing missing was Colin and | must say that
my knees were not as shaky as they were during my first visit back then.

It is well known that your favorite car was Lotus 72 Ford, with which you achieved first GP win and your first
world championship title. But can you tell me about its smaller twin Lotus 74 Nova, which was Formula 2
car?

That car indeed looked like a smaller version of Mk.72, but only visually. It was not a good racecar and my first
experience with it was not very good either. After few laps around Snetterton | began to smell gas. It was getting
worse and after a couple more laps the car simply exploded, right in front of the pits. | swerved it onto the grass in
turn 1 and jumped out before the car stopped. The shoulder pads of my overalls were on fire... That was the end of
the prototype, it just melted away right there on that grass-field.



Your move from championship winning McLaren to the Brazilian national team Copersucar is now part of
motorsport lore, and it wasn't very successful endeavor in the end. Looking back, what would you have done
differently?

| would hire the young Adrian Newey sooner and give him more freedom around the design office. Adrian came
aboard in 1980 as an assistant to Harvey Postlethwaite, but at the end of the year we lost our main sponsor.

Thinking about that eral remember 1977, when the team tried to simultaneously develop three different cars,
but ultimately it backfired.

And that wasn't all! Only few people know that one day Wilson simply announced that we are going to build a six-
wheeler as well! He was dead serious and already hired one of Ken Tyrrell's engineers. | really questioned his sanity
then, we had enough trouble trying to sort out our four-wheelers, and adding more wheels hardly was a solution.

After a brief break you moved to north America and IndyCar. Did you get any advice about racing on ovals,
beforehand?

You may find it surprising, but the biggest stars of them all offered a lot of help, A.J. Foyt and Al Unser. They had
absolutely no problem to share their experiences, even with someone who could potentially rival them for results
later on. Our sport still is little different in the US, simple as that.

What would you change in today's Formula 1?

That is rather simple...reduce downforce! The wings should only have two layers over smaller area. Then we would
see who can really drive. Plus, it would save the teams lot of money in the wind tunnel.

How do you see Bernie Ecclestone's legacy?

Completely positive! Bernie was a giant who had done huge amount of work. Thanks to him, Formula 1 holds such
strong position in the world of international sport.

You have seven children, but only the youngest Emmo went racing.

All of them had a chance to try go-karts, but they only enjoyed it for a week and then it went away. | did not push
anyone into anything, especially since they clearly lacked enthusiasm. The junior is different. He thinks about racing
all the time and is also interested in the history of the sport. Just the other day he told me that McLaren once tested
a car with four pedals...l had no idea, of course. He can recognize all the sport road cars just by their sound.




He is now in the Danish F4 series?

Yes, it is the only formula championship that allows 14-year-olds. Must say | am happy with his speed, and | also
appreciate the sporting spirit in Denmark, where motorsport roots are still alive. People who race there are those,
who towed their cars there on a trailer, and did all the preparations themselves.

And now a look ahead...when will electric vehicles conquer the world?

| think quite soon, perhaps within five years. Denmark already has fully sufficient network of charging stations, and
the rest of Europe will follow quickly.

You yourself are involved in development of an interesting sportscar project...

To build a sports GT has always been my dream. The work on this new, carbon-fiber and electric EF1, is actually
quite advanced. By the end of the year our Spanish factory should produce 39 models, and all of them have pre-sold
already.
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Roman Klemm: KdyZ jsem pred tfemi lety pracoval na mé zatim nejaktualnéjsi knize 'Hrdinové Formule 1 — Clark,
Fittipaldi, Mansell' pomohlo mi pfi tom prostrednictvim vice ¢i méné rozsahlych rozhovort mnoho velkych osobnosti
motorsportu. O osobni zazitky a nazory se se mnou podélili Kurt Ahrens, Daniele Audetto, Derek Bell, Clive
Chapman, John Gentry, Jacky Ickx, Klaus Ludwig, Jochen Mass, Jo Ramirez, Nelson Piquet, Hans-Joachim Stuck
hlavné v USA a v Brazilii a tak bylo mych kontaktt s nim jen velmi malo a vétSinou jsem se musel pfi dané akci
spokojit s odpoveédi na jedinou otazku. Této situaci se nedavno dostalo radikalni zmény. Fittipaldi nyni Zije v severni
Italii a kdyz meél koncem cervna obchodné co délat v Rakousku, podafilo se mi, zamluvit si trochu ¢asu pro prezentaci
mé knihy. Konec¢né jsem mohl stanout svému celozZivotnimu hrdinovi a vzoru alespori na chvilku nerusené tvari
v tvar.

Fittipaldiho navstéva Birgitzu nedaleko Innsbrucku se ovsem vyvinula radikalné v mdj prospéch. Dvojnasobny mistr
svéta F1 a vitéz Indy 500 (za mlada znamy pro svou jihoamerickou nedochvilnost) se dostavil naprosto véas a
prfedevsim hlavni akce toho dne zdaleka nezabrala tolik ¢asu, jak si myslel. Suma-sumarum, 74letého Sampiona
jsem mél pro sebe véetné obéda prakticky celé odpoledne. Knizka se mu libila (jak by ne, vZdyt je to to nejlepsi, co
o ném kdy bylo sepsano) dlouho v ni listoval a i kdyz nerozumeél ¢estiné, mél k bohatym ilustracim mnoho vpominek
a historek. Nékteré zajimavé udalosti kolem jeho Zivota mi pfiSly na mysl az po vydani knihy...tentokrat jsem ale byl
pfipraven, vyplinit i tato bila mista jeho Zivotopisu a myslim, Ze si o nékterych z nich jesté s nikym nepopovidal. Tady
je souhrn nékolika véci, které se do knizky nedostaly...i kdyZ je jeji naplr skutecné objemna.

R.K. Zavodit jsi za¢inal na motocyklech.

E.F. To ano, ale jen proto, ze jsem byl je§t€ moc mlady pro auta. Pfi motocyklovych zavodech jsem ale objevil mé
celozivotni Stastné Cislo: 77.

Byl jsi nejen rychly pilot ale i zdatny mlady technik.

Zajisté. Motokary a pozdéji formulky jsme si stavéli s bratrem Wilsonem. Mél jsem i firmu, ktery vyrabéla sportovni
volanty a tim jsme si vydélavali na zavodéni. Ta znacka volantll se jmenovala 'Formula 1' a ja mél pro tento nazev
prava pro celou Brazilii! Dovedes si to predstavit?

Jak vznikl typicky design pfrilby, ktery dodnes pouzivaji Tvij syn Emmo a Tvi vnuci Pietro s Enzem?

Miloval jsem kfiklavé Cervenou a tmavé modrou barvu. A tak jsem pfirozené zkusil jejich kombinaci. Na nékterych
starSich fotkach ta pfilba vypada jako Cerveno-Cerna, ve skutecnosti ale byla zakladem vzdy tmavomodra.

Pripadal jsi si ztracen, kdyz jsi roku 1969 pfisel z Brazilie do Anglie?

Jednoduché to nebylo. Znal jsem tam skute¢né jen dva lidi. Mezi zavody jsem se ale nenudil. Pracoval jsem
v ladi¢ské firmé motort Ford a cely tyden jsem puliroval kanaly hlav valct. Mél jsem nastésti rychle Uspéchy a brzy
si mé vSimnul Colin Chapman od Lotusu. Teprve pfed dvéma tydny jsem navstivil jeho vdovu. Hazel, které je uz
hodné pfes devadesat. Byl to pro mé v tom nejlepSim slova smyslu navrat do minulosti. Pfedstav si, Ze ona ma pofrad
stejné zafizeny dim, jako v tom roce 1969. Stejny nabytek, stejna viné, stejna atmosféra...docela Silené, ze? Chybél
tam jen Colin a mé (tehdy) tfesouci se kolena...



Je vSeobecné znamo, ze Tvym nejoblibenéjSim zavodnim vozem byl Lotus 72 Ford, se kterym jsi vyhral prvni
Grand Prix a stal se mistrem svéta. Méné se ovSem vi o jeho malém bratrovi, Lotusu 74 Nova pro serial
Formule 2.

To auto skute¢né vypadalo jako mensi verze Mk.72, ale jenom navenek. Nebylo moc povedené a i nase prvni setkani
nedopadlo dobfe. Kdyz jsem ho poprvé testoval ve Snettertonu, tak jsem jiz po nékolika kolech citil benzin. V dalSim
kole pak intenzivnéji, no a pfi nasledujicim prdjezdu kolem boxu to auto prosté explodovalo! Ztrhl jsem ho na travnik
prvni zatacky a jesté za jizdy vyskocil. Pamatuji jak mi horely vyloZzky overalu. Z prototypu nezbylo viibec nic. Zcela
se na té louce roztavil...

Tvlj pfestup ze Spickového tymu McLaren do 'celonarodniho’ brazilského Copersucaru je znamou historkou
déjin motorsportu. Ta epizoda pro Tebe nedopadla nejlépe. Co by jsi retrospektivné udélal jinak?

Mnohem dfive bych zaméstnal mladického konstruktéra Adriana Newey a dal bych mu pfi konstrukci volnou ruku.
Adrian u nas ve Formuli 1 zac¢al roku 1980 tak néjak v roli asistenta Harvey Postlethwaita. Po té sezoné ale skondil
nas hlavni sponzor...

Ohledné projektu Copersucar-Fittipaldi mé napadai rok 1977, kdy jste se (spiSe neuspésné) snazili paralelné
vyvijet tfi typy vozi...

Kdyby jen to! Malokdo vi, ze za mnou jednou Wilson pfiSel a oznamil mi, ze mimo to postavime i Sestikolku! Myslel
to naprosto vazné. Uz k nam totiz pretahl od pionyra tohoto konceptu, Kena Tyrrella, jednoho z jeho inzenyru. Zeptal
jsem se ho, jestli se nezblaznil? Mé&li jsme dost problému, pochopit nase Ctyrkolky a pfidat vice kol urcité nebylo
feSenim.

Po kratké prestavce jsi presidlil z Formule 1 do severoamerickych IndyCar. Poradil Ti nékdo, jak se chovat
na ovéalech?

Budes se divit, byly to rovnou ty nejvétsi hvézdy A.J, Foyt a Al Unser senior. Pro né to nebyl problém, podélit se o
své zkuSenosti s nékym, kdo s nimi pozdéji mohl bojovat o umisténi. V USA je nas sport prosté jesté porad trochu
jiny...

Co by jsi zménil na dnesni Formuli 1?

To je jednoduché, zmensit pfitlak! Kfidla by méla byt jen dvoudilna a pfisné malé plochy. Pak by zase $lo o to, kdo
umi za volantem! Mimo to by tymy usSetfily za nekonecné zkousky v aerodynamickém tunelu.



Jak vidis pfrinos Bernie Ecclestonea pro sport?

Naprosto pozitivné! Bernie odvedl gigantickou praci. On udélal z Formule 1 to, co dnes v mezinarodnim sportu
znamena.

Mas sedm déti, jen nejmladsi Emmo zavodi...

V8em jsem dal pfileZitost vyzkouSet si motokary. Bavilo je to, o tyden pozdé&ji o tom ale uz nemluvili. Nechtél jsem je
nutit do né€eho, k €emu jim chybélo zapaleni. Junior je vyjimkou. Mysli jen na zavody a zajima se i o historii sportu.
Nedavno mé napfiklad upozornil na skute¢nost, ze McLaren kdysi vyzkou$el i viiz se ¢tyfmi pedaly...néco, o ¢em
jsem nemeél ani $ajn. Typy motorU silniénich sportovnich aut rozezna podle zvuku!

Letos zavodi v danském Sampionatu F4?

Ano, jen tam sméji jezdit 14leti. Jsem s jeho rychlosti spokojen a jsem spokojen i se sportovnim duchem, ktery
v Dansku jesté plati. Tam zavodi chlapici, ktefi si auto pfitahli na vleku a pfipravili sami. Prosté kofeny motorsportu.

A maly vyhled do budoucna...kdy svét ovladnou elektromobily?

Myslim, Ze jiz brzy. Tak za pét let. Napfiklad v Dansku uz maji zcela vystacujici sit elektro-nabijecek. | ve zbytku
Evropy to pljde rychle.

Sam se zabyvas zajimavym projektem sportovniho vozu...

Postavit sportovni GT bylo vzdy mym snem. S novym karbonovym elektrickym EF1 jsme jiz hodné daleko. Do konce
roku snad vyrobime ve Spanélsku 39 kusu a vSechny jsou uz prodané...



