Ale§ Norsky: Until recently, Joe Tomlin worked as mechanic on the Formula 1 frontlines at Manor and Williams, and is
therefore uniquely qualified to comment on the every day behind-the-scenes workings of the sport. | had an opportunity
to talk to him at the conclusion of the 2018 season.

A.N. So, how does one become a Formula 1 mechanic? Was it always your aim or did you somehow stumble
into it?

J.T. It was always my aim to work in Formula 1. Motorsport is my passion and of course, F1 is the pinnacle. Both on and
off the track, the action, excitement, glamour, and prestige are unmatched.

But how about that very first job. Was it any sort of rigorous selection process, or something as simple as
answering a newspaper ad and showing-up for work on Monday morning?

The recruitment process is quite tough, obviously. It's a highly desirable profession, so there’'s a huge number of
applications. It must be difficult for managers to narrow down the search! | started with a smaller team of course, so that
made my start in F1 easier. The interview process was still very thorough, and | didn’t have experience in junior series,
which would be very beneficial. While, | did have good skills from my previous fields. The most important attribute to a
smaller team was that | was very passionate about what | do and about F1. A good team fit was more important for them
at that stage, than experience. Everyone can can be trained, but not everyone will gel with the team and actually be
passionate about going racing. | had marshalled previously at the British Grand Prix, and although not relevant to the
job of a mechanic, it showed the passion | have for motorsport. | think this was a large contributing factor in my hiring.

You started at the bottom with Manor. Was working in Formula 1 everything you’ve expected, or were there any
major surprises?

It was everything | expected, and more! | knew coming into it that it wouldn’t all be the fun and party, like the atmosphere
often seen on TV. | knew the work would be hard and the hours long, but the sheer amount of extra work that goes into
making the race is mind boggling. The logistics that go into stuff that often is forgotten about, like the garage set up and
pack down (before and after a race) really amazed me. That being said, everyone in the team wants to be there and
enjoys what they do, therefore, everyone pulls together and has fun...even on the longest of night shifts!




Most recently you were with the Williams team. What was your role there?

My role at Williams was a Tyre Technician, a job | had previously held at Manor too. There are two tyre men per team,
one for each car. When | started at Williams, | was honored to have been crewed on Felipe Massa’s car. A tyre tech's
role is as it sounds...| was responsible for all the wheels and tyres for that car. Before a race weekend, this involves
ensuring each wheel is ready. Which means everything from cleaning the rims, through checking and replacing every
tyre pressure/temperature sensor, to crack-checking all wheels that were previously ran...and dividing all of them into
sets. We’d often have various specifications of wheel for different climatic conditions and for different car heating/cooling
strategies. On a Wednesday before a race, Pirelli fit all the dry tyres onto our wheels (26 sets per team) and on Thursday
they fit all the wet tyres (14 sets per team, making a total of 160 tyres in 40 sets). Once we’ve received the tyres, it's my
job to correctly catalogue each tyre, divide into sets, label accordingly, pressure the tyre, wrap each tyre in the heat
blanket. Then heat them at the correct times and to the correct temperatures, and make sure they're ready to be fitted.
Pirelli supply maximum temps (110°C tread/100°C sidewall) as well as minimum pressures that will vary per track.
Sometimes these minimum pressures are as low as 16.50 psi or 1.10 bar, so much lower than on a road car tyre! This
all has to do with creating a contact patch that is as large as possible, and because the suspension travel of an F1 car
is very small. We have to adhere to these tyre regulations, but | also would have a target temperature/pressure figures
from the race engineer. Every tyre that was fitted would have to meet these requirements, or the car's performance
wouldn’t be at optimum. | would be constantly monitoring and adjusting pressures until the tyre was fitted onto the car.
During qualifying or a race, I'd have many sets that could be fitted with a moment’s notice, and they all would have to be
ready to go at peak performance.

We actually hear a lot about tyres...much of it not necessarily positive, whether from the press, fans, or the
drivers themselves. What is your opinion on all that? Should the teams have more freedom in choosing
sets/strategy, ability to run different compounds in front and at rear...should there be a tyre war again?

I think most of the rules we have currently are good. Not swapping tyres side to side or running different compounds
front to rear is sensible. The workload overhead for the teams and tyre technicians would be massive. Also, three
compounds per weekend is good, although | do think the softest needs to be just a qualifying tyre. A tyre that would
provide huge performance but be destroyed after one flying lap, and you wouldn’t use in the race except maybe for a
short burst at the end. Although this would require tweaks to the rules surrounding the race start compounds. | do not,
however, like the brief that Pirelli are working to. The tyres are rubbish, to be honest. The level of degradation of race
tyres is silly for a pinnacle motorsport, and the narrow working range ruins close racing through thermal degradation.
Although that’s not a criticism of Pirelli as such, more of F1 (FIA/FOM). Pirelli, generally speaking, are only making the
tyres they’ve been asked to produce. So many casual fans are turned off by tyre saving, especially when coupled with
fuel saving. It makes the racing dull...or non-existent! We don’t want to see drivers tip-toeing around, we want to see
them pushing every lap. Think back to some of the greatest races of the tyre war era, the best races were not when
there were a multitude of passing, but when cars were running nose to tail for the whole race and drivers pushing the
limit, trying to force each other into mistakes. The best radio calls were always when engineers asked for a number of
qualy laps, or for a driver to push all the way until the end of the race. Now we only hear about saving tyres and backing
off. We currently have one stop races, which is fine. | have no problem with when Bridgestone produced durable tyres
and everyone only stopped once. The difference being that generally, drivers could push the cars. Nowadays we have
a one stop race, but the drivers are nursing the cars to a one stop race because they don’t want to lose track
position...knowing that part of the issues with overtaking are the extremely narrow working range of the tyres, not allowing
for following of other cars. | can’t see this changing soon however, although the 2021 rule change is a perfect opportunity
to address this and change to a performance tyre rather than maintain a degrading tyre.

Four years ago, Williams locked the front row in Austria and had decent number of podiums during the year.
Since then, the team has been in decline, despite reasonable budget and input from high-caliber people like Pat
Symonds, Paddy Lowe, or Robert Kubica. Finally, in 2018 they were the slowest car on the grid. How tough is
that on morale and motivation?

Being at the back is definitely tough. I've done a few seasons with Manor/Marussia, and of course in 2015 we were
running an old car many seconds off the pace. We had a fantastic team spirit though, there was optimism for the future,
and when everything else was difficult, the team pulled together to make everyone’s life easier and more enjoyable. A
poor race at Williams was much more disappointing, as of course we always expected more. So at times, morale does
suffer, but overall the spirit is always very good. After all, everyone wants to be there and wants to be competing.

In that context, how important was Stroll’s podium in Baku last year?
Stroll's podium was definitely one of the highlights of my time at Williams. The car performance was good a few times

earlier in the year, and we maybe hadn’t got the results we thought we should have. Lance was just finding his form too
and it all came together...it was tense in the garage during the second half of that race! That being said, the joy was met



with a little disappointment, as without Felipe’s retirement because of a mechanical issue, the result could have been
even better...

Sometimes we hear stories about struggling teams not paying salaries on time...did that ever happen to you?
You don’t need to answer if you prefer not to.

I've never had it happen to me, thankfully. Whenever it did happen previously, it must have been extremely difficult for
all those involved. Thinking back to 2015, when Lotus were having financial difficulties, they were next to us in the pit
lane and | remember seeing the mechanics in Japan when they were locked out of their own hospitality. They all still
turned up to work, had fun, and did their job. | have the upmost respect for those guys.

Lot of fans, as well as some in the media, perceive Lance Stroll and Sergey Sirotkin as spoiled rich kids who do
not deserve to be in Formula 1. Can you comment on that?

While money has been a driving force in their junior careers and move to F1, | don’t think it's fair to say that’s the only
reason they got there. They’ve still got to drive the car come race day...and perform. | think this year especially has been
extremely difficult for both of them. The car is by far the slowest and they stand no chance of showing the world what
they can do. Even the great Alonso would struggle in that car...although the team radio would be entertaining, I’'m sure!
Last year Lance showed flashes of speed, underlining why he got the seat, and Sergey is an incredibly clever driver. |
think he understand the vehicle science as well as anyone, and that’s useful for extracting performance and deriving set-
up, etc...

Do you think he could manage transition from a race driver to technician/engineering role elsewhere within
Formula 1?

Maybe one day, who knows! | know he’s got university degree in race car engineering. | think in the nearer future though,
we’ll see him racing elsewhere. | for example, would love to see him at Le Mans. | believe he’d be a great WEC driver.
Although I’'m sure he’ll pick the path that’s right for him and be successful at whatever he chooses. It's just a shame he
couldn’t show more of his talentin F1.

Title sponsor Martini are leaving Williams now, while the new Formula 2 Champion George Russell is joining in.
The Lawrence Stroll money is also being redistributed elsewhere, when the highly-rated Robert Kubica makes
his fairytale comeback. How do you expect the team to perform in 20197

| expect the team to improve next year. Of course, everyone else will as well, so it's difficult to say how far they’ll jump
up the grid, but | don’t expect to see them at the back. They probably shifted the design focus to next year quite early
on, and spent more of this year's money on next year car. There’s a lot of clever people in the factory and everyone is
driven to succeed. Seeing George drive the car will be exciting though, he’s a mature young driver and however fast the
car is, he’ll do the best he can. Robert, of course, is incredibly experienced and that can make the difference at the track.
His feedback can be trusted and will help shape how the cars are set-up.

We all know that Formula 1 cars are always being developed and usually have a couple of major upgrades
during the season. In your four years trackside, how did the mechanic’s gear changed, if at all? Does all this
technological innovation and excellence extend to wheel guns, for example...especially as sub-three-second pit
stops have become an expected norm.

Wheel guns and jacks are often being developed. If the wheel nut changes, the socket on the gun would have to change
too. Different guns are analyzed for performance, and different button layouts and gun reverse mechanisms are tested
to suit each individual’s needs. The front and rear jacks always need to be modified for each new car, and electronics
and the workings of the quick automatic release mechanisms are so advanced now.

How much training is behind those lightning speed stops, by the way? And who is driving the car in and out of
the box during those practice runs?

Many hundreds, perhaps thousands of practice pit stops over the winter break, as well as previous year’s experience go
into perfecting those stops during a race. Some practices are done on the car and some are done on a specially designed
pit stop rig. The rig can be modified to simulate any corner of the car and a number of variations such as speed, distance
from the marks, deceleration and height. When we practice on the car and the car is rolled into the box, it’s the job of a
mechanic not involved in the pit stop to 'drive’ the car. In reality, it’s just steering and stopping the car, as it’s rolled in
only as fast as three other guys can push it! Such 'driving' was my first job in pit stop practice, actually, before | became
a part of the pit stop crew. My role as part of the crew was front-right-wheel-on.



From mechanic’s point of view, can you describe the difference
between the British GP and one held far away, like Singapore or
Suzuka?

Well, the week starts massively differently, due to vastly different leave
time. For some overseas races, we'd leave on a Saturday...eight days
before the race! This will either be due to travel time or workload
required, or sometimes both. Some of the garages are smaller than
others, Monaco and Melbourne springing to mind as amongst the
smallest, and Silverstone and Bahrain amongst the largest. This has an
impact on how we’d build the garages and how much space each
department would have. We'd have to be very inventive with space in
some of the smaller locations. Once the garage is set-up and the cars
are unloaded, car build would start, and I'd start preparation of my
wheels and tyres. In European races, | would have my Tyre World (as
it was fondly known) in between the trucks in the paddock. On fly away
races my area would have to be in the garages. Once everything was
set and the weekend was underway, the differences weren’t so
massive. We’d perfected the optimum ways to operate, and quite often
would repeat the same things every week.
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Your thoughts on the proposed 25-race calendar?

Having done 21 races a year...that was for me the maximum I'd want
to do. Double-headers were hard at times, especially if there was a test tagged onto the end...that would be nearly three
weeks away. As they had this year, triple-header is a bad idea in my opinion, due to the amount of time away from
home...that would be over three weeks. However, from a logistical point of view, a triple-header outside of Europe would
be better. This is due to the amount of trucks requiring double drivers, and the motor home pack-down/rebuild time
(neither are used outside of Europe). The only alternative to double/triple header races would be to extend the start and
end date of the calendar. Again though, this isn’t a good idea in my opinion, as the toll the long calendar takes on
mechanics and engineers is already very high!

How would you usually spend the August breaks?

Normally, | would spent the August break at home! Some people like to go on their holiday during the two-week
shutdown, but I've had enough flying by then! | would usually spend one week at mine doing all the jobs and DIY that
got missed, and then | would visit my family in the south of England for a week.

And atypical off-season?

During the winter, I'd take all my unused holiday and time-off-in-lieu. Normally, there’s quite a bit of that. As holidays can
only be taken in the summer break, there’s usually at least a couple weeks of that and lieu days from each weekend
away accumulated throughout the year. Although some lieu days would be taken in between races...especially during
fly away events when the car wouldn’t return to the factory, and of course there’d be a smaller turnaround.

Were the extended periods away from home the main reason you’ve quit?

That was the main reason for me, yes. For a couple of years, it was great but for me it became harder the longer | went
on. Home time with friends and family is precious, and it was starting to become difficult to juggle all aspects of my life.
When in F1, it becomes your life and everything else bends to it's requirements. | just had to find a new balance.

Would you say that working four years as racing mechanic is more-or-less standard turnaround time in that
profession?

It's a bit of a mix. I've worked with some guys who have done this for decades, and some who haven’'t even managed
one season...it depends on the person, really. Some of the guys who have done it for a long time move up the ranks to
senior roles and then engineering or management. Some are happy to stick to their role because they love it so much. |
would guess the amount of time | was trackside was around average for a normal mechanic/garage tech, number one
mechanics and engineers would normally stick around a lot longer.



Do you envision yourself working in Formula 1 again one day, or is aerial photography more attractive and
fulfilling for you?

Aerial photography was a hobby of mine that since leaving F1 I've turned into a part time job. It was fun while | was in
F1 to take my drone to races and film the track and surrounding areas. Singapore was definitely the greatest location to
take the drone. | would like to see myself back in F1 though, this time it would ideally be in a factory based role. Formula
1 is still my passion, so | don’t want to end it here. In the meantime though, I like to share my knowledge. Recently it's
been much to the amusement of those whom | am watching a race with, when | correct the commentators on TV!

On that note, where do you see yourself in five, ten, and 20 years?

That's a tough one! For now, I’'m enjoying having time at home again. Whether that’ll change, I'll have to wait and see. |
haven’t been at a track since early this year, but I've got plans to go to races next season. It'll be strange to go back and
be on the other side of the fence though. Maybe that will encourage me to get involved again. Although, as | mentioned
previously, | don’t think | could do a full season trackside again... that is (in my opinion) a young-man's-game. In the five
and ten year time bracket, | expect we’ll have a family on the way. | wouldn’t want to be away from home for that amount
of time...I'd miss too much!

Cedric Selzer told me that after they won the title in 1963, he was given a Ford Cortina from Colin Chapman, an
engraved stop watch from Jim Clark, and a tankard from the GPDA. Today, we hear that Mercedes mints a
commemorative coin for every member of the team after each season. What sort of mementos from your time
in Formula 1 are on your shelf?

I've got a few mementos at home. Some are just posters or photographs I've featured in, others are more tangible. I've
got old race suits and pit stop helmets in the wardrobe at home. In the front room, I've got an old wheel, wheel nuts, and
on the wall a rear wing endplate. Nothing current though, I'd never been gifted anything that valuable! I've also got a
scale model collection of all the cars I've worked with, which to me is a nice keepsake.

Prost or Senna...or was it too long ago?

Too long ago for me, unfortunately. Although Senna seemed to have that magical WOW factor about him. Schumacher
and Alonso were my favorites when | was younger. Though don’t ask me to choose between them...I idolized them both.

And did | forget to ask anything?

I’'m glad | could share a little insight with you. | hope it's interesting to read, and should you or any other readers have
any follow on questions, I'd be more than happy to answer them and talk more. Thanks.

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF JOE TOMLIN

Ales Norsky: Joe Tomlin jesté donedavna pracoval jako mechanik na frontové linii Formule 1 s tymy Manor a Williams,
a je proto jedinec¢né kvalifikovan mluvit o kazdodennim zakulisi tohoto sportu. Na konci sezony 2018 jsem mél moznost
s nim o téchto vécech promluvit.

A.N. Takze, jak se nékdo stane mechanikem ve Formuli 1? Byl to vzdycky Tvdij cil, nebo spiSe nahoda?

J.T. Vzdycky jsem chtél pracovat ve Formuli 1. Motorsport mé bavi a samozfejmé, F1 je na jeho vrcholu. At uz na trati,
nebo mimo ni, dynamika, vzru$eni, pavab a prestiz Formule 1 jsou nedostizitelné.

Ale uplné na zacatku, byl to tvrdy vybérovy proces, nebo néco tak jednoduchého, jako odpovéd’ na inzerat a
nastup do prace v pondéli rano?

Vybérova Fizeni jsou dost naro€na. Jde o velmi zadanou profesi a tim padem i obrovské mnozstvi uchazecl. Pro
manazery to musi byt docela fuska ten pocet zredukovat na hlavni kandidaty. Ja jsem samoziejmé zacinal s menSim
tymem a to mi véci trochu usnadnilo. Ale proces pohovorl byl pofad velmi disledny, navic jsem nemél praxi z nizSich
sérii, coz by mi jisté taky pomohlo. Zaroven jsem ale mél dobré zkuSenosti z pfedeslych zaméstnani, a to pro tym bylo
konkrétni schopnosti. Zaugit se mlze kazdy, ale ne kazdy dobfe zapadne do kolektivu a ma pro zavodéni opravdovou
vasen. Drfive jsem marS8alkoval na Britské GP, a pfestoze to s praci mechanika nemélo nic spole&ného, prokazovalo to
moje nadSeni pro motoristicky sport. Véfim, ze to mélo hodné co délat s tim, ze mé nakonec vzali.



Zacal jsi na dné u tymu Manor. Byla prace v F1 tim, co jsi si predstavoval, nebo té nékteré véci opravdu
prekvapily?

Bylo to vSechno, co jsem oCekaval a jesté vic! Dopfedu jsem védél, ze to nebude jenom zabava a atmosféra Casto
prezentovana v televizi. Sel jsem do toho s tim, Ze to bude tvrda prace a dlouhé dny, ale pfeci jenom nasazeni, kterého
je potfeba k pfipravé na zavod, je opravdu tézko predstavitelné. Jenom organizace véci, kterych si malokdo vibec
vSimne, jako tfeba pfiprava garaze a jeji uklid po zavodé&, meé totalné prekvapila. Véc je ta, ze kazdy, kdo na tom pracuje
tam je dobrovolné a tim padem se cely tym semkne a je to zabava...i kdyz se nékdy musi délat pfes noc!

Nakonec jsi pracoval u Williams. Co presné byla Tvoje uloha?

Moje pozice byla technik pro pneumatiky, stejné jako pfedtim u Manoru. Kazdy tym ma dva takové techniky, jednoho
pro kazdy viiz. Kdyz jsem zacal u Williams, mél jsem tu Cest byt jednim z téch, ktefi pfipravovali viz Felipe Massy.
Technik pro pneu je pfesné to, jak to zni...byl jsem odpovédny za kola a pneumatiky pro ten viz. Uz pfed zavodem musi
v8echna kola projit pfipravou. To znamena vSechno od ¢isténi rafkd, pres vyménu vSech ¢idel tlaku a teploty, az po
kontrolu vSech kol, ktera byla pouzita uz dfive...pfedevsim kvili moznym prasklinam. Pak rozdéleni vSech kol do sad.
Vzdycky mame nékolik riiznych specifik s ohledem na pocasi a strategii zahfati nebo chlazeni auta. Ve stfedu pred
zavodem nam Pirelli obuje vSechny suché pneumatiky (26 sad pro tym) a ve ¢tvrtek nasadi mokré gumy (14 sad, celkové
tedy 160 pneumatik ve 40 sadach). lhned, kdyz jsou ty gumy nase, musi se zanést do katalogu, je nutné zkontrolovat
spravnost kazdé sady, vSe prehledné oznacit, napumpovat a zabalit do zahfivaci deky. Potom, kdyz je tfeba, tak zahrat
na pozadovanou teplotu a zajistit, Ze je kolo pfipraveno k nasazeni. Maximalni teplotu udava Pirelli (110°C na
povrchu/100°C na strané) a stejné tak i minimalni tlak, ktery je specificky pro riizné okruhy. Nékdy je to jenom 16.50 psi
Cili 1.10 baru, mnohem méné, nez u bézného auta. To vSechno ma za uc¢el maximalizovat pfilnavou plochu, protoze
pohyb zavésu kol je u vozu F1 velmi maly. Téchto pfedpisli se musime drzet, ale zaroven od hlavniho inZenyra dostanu
parametry teploty a tlaku, které on povazuje pro danou situaci za optimalni. Takze kazdé kolo tésné pfed nasazenim
musi spliiovat tyto pozadavky, aby byl vykon auta na maximu. Coz znamena, ze prakticky nepfetrzité kontroluju a
upravuju tlak a teplotu, az do momentu, kdy jde kolo na auto. BEéhem kvalifikace a zavodu potfebuju udrzovat nékolik
sad, které musi byt ve $piCkové formé a kdykoli pfipraveny k nasazeni.

O pneumatikach se vlastné dost mluvi...a ne vzdycky pozitivné, at’ uz to komentuji novinafri, fanousci, nebo
samotni piloti. Co si o tom vSem mysli§? Mély by tymy mit vétsi svobodu ve volbé sad a strategie, moznost
nasadit rizné smési dopredu a dozadu...méla by znovu vypuknout rivalita mezi riznymi vyrobci?



Myslim, Ze vétSina pravidel, ktera mame, jsou v pofadku. Zakaz pfehazovani pneumatik z jedné strany na druhou, nebo
nasazeni riznych smési vpfedu a vzadu dava smysl. NarUst prace po tymy a pneu techniky by byl masivni. TFfi razné
smési na vikend jsou fajn, ale osobné bych rad vidél, aby nejméksi sada byla pouze pro kvalifikaci. Maximalni vykon na
jedno kolo bez nutnosti pouziti v zavodé, leda Zze by tym chtél v zavéru pfedvést néjaky extra spurt. To by oviem
vyZadovalo zménu v soucasnych pravidlech. Na druhé strané nemuzZu souhlasit s parametry, podle kterych Pirelli
pracuje. Pravda je ta, Ze ty pneumatiky jsou prosté Sunt. Gumy s rychlym elementem opotfebeni jsou pro vrchol
motorsportu vysméchem, jejich kratka Zivotnost neumozriuje kvdli tepelné degradaci vozim pohybovat se v tésné
blizkosti. Toto neni kritika Pirelli, ale spiSe F1 jako takové (FIA/FOM). Véc je ta, Ze Pirelli produkuji pneumatiky, jaké se
po nich pozaduji. Ale spousty fanouskl to vécné Setfeni pneumatik odrazuje, zvlasté pokud je jeSté provazeno s
Setfenim paliva. Zavody jsou nuda...opravdové zavodéni skoro UpIné chybi. Nikdo nechce piloty vidét chodit po
SpiCkach...chceme vidét, jak z auta zdimaji uplné vSechno, kolo za kolem. Kdyz se ohlédnes$ na ty nejlepsi zavody z
minulosti, nebyly to nutné ty, kde se hodné pfedjizdélo, ale ty, kde piloti jeli na limitu a snazili se jeden druhého pfinutit
k chybé. Radio z boxU jezdce vyzyvalo k tomu, aby zajeli par kvalifikaénich kol, nebo aby na to pofadné slapli az do cile.
Ted jenom poslouchame instrukce k opatrnosti a Setfeni pneumatik. Vétsinou vidime jednu zastavku v depu a to samo
0 sobé neni zadny problém. Bridgestone taky délali gumy, které vyzadovaly jednu vyménu. Rozdil je v tom, Ze tehdy
piloti na obou sadach jeli naplno, zatimco dneska k tomu, aby nemuseli zastavit podruhé, musi gumy hyckat. Nikdo
nechce extra zastavkou v depu ztratit pozici na trati, protoZze omezena zivotnost pneumatik je zarover ¢astec¢né i pficinou
slozitosti predjizdéni. Nevim, jestli by se v tomto smé&ru mohlo néco v dohledné dobé& zménit, ale pravidla pfipravovana
pro sezonu 2021 nabizeji dobrou pFilezitost prejit od degradujicich pneumatik na gumy s dostateénou vykonnosti.

Pred ¢tyimi lety v Rakousku, Williams obsadil prvni startovni fadu a béhem sezony posbiral fadu umisténi na
stupnich vitézl. Od té doby je ale tym na sestupu, i pres slusny rozpocet a Gi¢ast vysoce hodnocenych lidi jako
Pat Symonds, Paddy Lowe, nebo Robert Kubica. Nakonec v roce 2018 nasadil nejpomalej$i vz v poli. Jak
takova situace doléh& na moralku a motivaci?

Byt na chvostu urcité neni pfijemné. Par sezon jsem stravil u Manor/Marussia a v roce 2015 jsme méli staré auto, které
bylo pfili§ hodné vtefin pozadu. Pfesto tam byla vyborna atmosféra a optimismus ohledné budoucnosti, a i kdyz se
nedafilo, parta se dala dohromady a usnadriovali jsme si navzajem zivot, takze to bylo docela pfijemné. U Williams jsme
Spatny vysledek nesli hlife, protoZe ocekavani byla vyssi. Obcas se takové véci podepisi na naladé, ale celkové byla
atmosféra vzdycky dobra. Znovu opakuju, ze jsme tam vSichni byli dobrovolné a vSichni jsme chtéli soutézit.

S ohledem na to vS§echno, jak dulezité to bylo, kdyz se loni v Baku Lance Stroll postavil na stupné vitéza?

Byl to jeden z vrchold mého plsobeni u Williams. Auto bylo dobré uz v pfedchozich zavodech a méli jsme pocit, Ze
druhé poloviny zavodu vladlo docela napéti. Pfesto ta radost byla zastinéna faktem, Zze Felipe byl kvuli poruse nucen
odstoupit a nebyt toho, mohl nas vysledek byt jesté lepsi...

Obc¢as slySime historky o tom, ze tymy ve finanénich potizich otaleji s vyplacenim mezd...stalo se to nékdy i
tobé? Pokud ale nechces, nemusi$ odpovidat.

Nastésti se mi to nikdy nestalo. Pokud si tim nékdo v minulosti prosel, muselo to pro né byt opravdu tézké. Pamatuju,
kdyz se v roce 2015 dostal do potizi Lotus. Méli garaze hned vedle nas a v Japonsku jejich mechanici neméli ani pfistup
do vlastniho tymového stfediska. Presto vSichni kazdé rano pfisli a v pohodé odvedli svou praci. To si podle mého nazoru
zasluhuje naprosty respekt.

Spousta fanouskl a néktera média maji zato, ze Lance Stroll a Sergej Sirotkin jsou jenom rozmazlené déti
zbohatlik(i a do Formule 1 viibec nepatfi. Miize$ k tomu néco Fict?

Penize jim urcité na cesté do F1 pomohly, nemyslim si ale, Ze je fér o nich fikat, Ze to tady dotahli jenom diky penézim.
Porad jeSté musi v den zavodu sednout za volant a pfinést vysledky. Véfim, ze konkrétné tento rok byl pro oba
mimoradné tézky. Auto bylo jasné nejpomalejsi a neméli moznost v ném ukazat, co umi. Ani velkolepy Alonso by s tim
vozem nic nedokazal...jeho konverzace v radiu by urcité byly docela zabavné. Loni Lance parkrat ukazal, ze umi byt
opravdu rychly a dokazal tim, pro¢ je ve Formuli 1. Sergej je neskute&né chapavy pilot. Rekl bych, Ze autu a véem jeho
systémim rozumi stejné dobre, jako kterykoli odbornik a to se vzdycky hodi pfi deSifrovani chovani vozu a pfi jeho
nastaveni.

MysliS, ze by v ramci Formule 1 misto jezdéni zvladnul prejit do technické nebo inzenyrské role?
Jednoho dne mozna, kdo vi. Ma univerzitni diplom z techniky zavodnich vozu, to vim jisté. Myslim ale, Ze v soucasné

dobé zustane za volantem. Rad bych ho vidél v Le Mans, véfim, Ze ve WEC by byl vyborny. Ur¢ité si najde tu spravnou
cestu k uspéchu. Je ale Skoda, ze nedostal moznost se blysknout v F1.



Hlavni sponzor Martini od Williams odchazi zrovna, kdyz pfichazi mistr F2 George Russell. Penize Lawrence
Strolla se taky odkutéleji jinam, ale Robert Kubica predvede svij pohadkovy navrat. Jak myslis, Ze si tym povede
v roce 20197

Véfim, Ze se zlepsi. Samoziejmé&, Ze vSichni udélaji pokroky, takze je opravdu téZko fict, jak vyrazné se posunou
dopfedu, ale oCekavam, ze nebudou posledni. Pfedpokladam, ze na novém auté zacali pracovat velmi brzy a
pravdépodobné do pfistiho rozpoctu prevedli i néjakou ¢ast toho letosniho. V tom tymu je spousta vynalézavych lidi a
vSichni chtéji uspét. Bude zajimavé sledovat, jak si povede George, je sice mlady ale velmi rozumny a z vozu urcité
vymackne vSechno, co v ném bude. Robert ma samoziejmé hromadu zkuSenosti, coz to se nikdy neztrati a tym muze
dlveérovat jeho hodnoceni na idealni nastaveni auta.

VSichni vime, ze vozy Formule 1 jsou vzdycky ve stadiu uprav a vétSinou béhem roku dostanou dva vyrazné
vyvojové prvky. Jak se béhem téch ¢tyr let, které jsi stravil na tratich, zménila vystroj a vybaveni mechanikii,
pokud viibec? Dosahuje vSechna ta technologicka inovace a brilantnost tfeba az na pneumatickou
utahovacéku...hlavné ted’, kdy se zastavky v boxech pod tfi vtefiny staly o¢ekavanou nezbytnosti.

Utahovacky a zvedaky prochazeji ¢astymi tupravami. Pokud se zméni matka, musi se samoziejmé& vyménit i nasada.
ZkousSeji se rlizné typy utahovacek a jejich vlastnosti, testuji se rizné polohy tlagitek a zpétnych mechanizm0 podle
toho, jak to nejlépe vyhovuje kazdému jednotlivci. Pfedni i zadni zvedaky se musi upravit pro kazdy novy typ auta, a
veskera elektronika a automatika zvysSujici rychlost vymeény kol, jsou na velmi vysoké urovni.

Kolik nacviki se vlastné za témi bleskovymi zastavkami skryva? A kdo pfi takovych cvi¢enich popojizdi s autem
do boxu?

Stovky, pokud ne tisice cviCeni béhem zimni pfestavky, plus zkudenosti z minulé sezony, jsou zuroCeny béhem kazdé
ostré zastavky v depu. Néktera cvieni jsou pfimo s autem a dalSi se provadéji na specialnim modelu, ktery je schopen
simulovat rizné situace, tfeba kdyz auto zastavi mimo znacky nebo nakfivo, pfijede pfili§ rychle nebo pomalu. Kdyz se
trénuje s vozem, Fidi ho néktery z mechanik(, ve skute€nosti se jedna jenom o drzeni sméru a zastaveni, protoze jede

dostal pfimo k praci na vymeéneé kol. Pak jsem nasazoval pravé pfedni kolo.

Muzes z pohledu mechanika popsat rozdil mezi GP Velké Britanie a nékteré z dalkovych, jako Singapur nebo
Suzuka?

Tyden zacina naprosto rozdilné, protoze je
velky rozdil v tom, kdy se potfebujes$ vydat
na cestu. U nékterych zaoceanskych
zavodu to muze byt i sobota...osm dni pfed
cestovani, nebo mnozstvim prace, ktera je
treba udélat...nebo kombinaci téch dvou
faktord. Nékde jsou garaze mensi nez
jinde, tfeba Monako a Melbourne jsou
spiSe mensi, zatimco Silverstone a
Bahrain patfi k nejprostornéjSim. To ma
samoziejmé& vliv na to, jak muzeme
v8echno zorganizovat a kolik bude kazdé
oddéleni mit mista. V nékterych z
tésnésnich mist jsme opravdu potfebovali
byt docela vynalézavi. Kdyz je vSechno
pfipraveno, vyloZi se auta a vSichni zacnou
s pripravou na zavod. MUj prostor byl
znamy jako Svét Pneu a nachazel se
vétSinou mezi nakladaky v paddocku, nebo
uvnitf garaze. Jakmile se v8echno rozjelo,
rozdily mezi rdznymi lokacemi uz nebyly
tak velké. VSude jsme se prosté podle
moznosti zafidili tak, aby kazdy mél
optimalni podminky, a tak to Slo tyden za
tydnem.




Co si mysli$ o avizovaném kalendafi s 25 zavody?

Zazil jsem 21 zavod(...a pro mné osobné to bylo absolutni maximum. Dva zavody po sobé uz jsou dost naro¢né, zvlasté
kdyz bylo na konci jesté testovani...to znamenalo skoro tfi tydny na cestach. Jenze letos méli i tfi zavody v fadé a to je
podle mé velmi Spatny napad, protozZe tak byli vSichni pfes tfi tydny mimo domov. Kdyz uz, tfi v fadé by byly jednodussi
mimo Evropu, protoze tady se pouzivaji nakladaky, které potfebuji dva fidi€e, plus stéhovani a pfestavba tymovych
center prosté vyzaduji spoustu €asu (tyto dvé zalezitosti se mimo Evropu nepouzivaji). Jedina moznost, jak se takovym
Sndram vyhnout, by bylo posunout zacatek a konec sezony, ale to samo o sobé neni dobry napad, protoze pro
mechaniky a techniky je sezona dost dlouha uz ted.

Jak jsi vétSinou travil srpnovy klid?

Vétdinou doma. Nékdo béhem toho volna odletél na dovolenou, ale ja jsem do té doby mél litani uz plné zuby. Prvni
tyden jsem doma dohanél a dodélaval rlizné véci, na které jindy nezbyval ¢as, a pak jsem stravil tyden s rodinou na jihu
Anglie.

A typickou zimni prestavku?

Béhem zimy je pfilezitost si vybrat vSechno nahradni volno a pfesc€asy. VétSinou toho je pomeérné dost, cely rok se délaji
nedéle a nevybiraji se svatky, takze na konci se nastfadaji dobré dva tydny extra volna. | kdyz né&jaké nahradni volno
se bere i mezi zavody...pfedevsim, kdyz jsme daleko a nema cenu posilat auta zpatky do tovarny, takze nékteré prace
odpadnou.

Byl priliSny ¢as mimo domov hlavnim diivodem toho, Ze jsi s tim prastil?

Ano, pro mé osobné to byl ten hlavni divod. Prvni dva roky to bylo fajn, ale pak to na mé zacalo ¢im dal vice doléhat.
Cas straveny doma s rodinou a prateli je pfili§ vzacny a zac¢al jsem mit potize to vS8echno vybalancovat. Kdyz délas v
F1, je to cely tvij Zivot a v§echno ostatni se musi pfizpUsobit. Prosté jsem potfeboval zménu.

Rekl by jsi, ze étyfi roky jako zavodni mechanik je v té profesi vice-méné typicka délka zaméstnani?

Spise je to takovy mix. Délal jsem s borcema, ktefi to délaji po desetileti a jini nevydrzi ani rok. Je to dost individuaini.
Neéktefi z téch, ktefi vydrzi dlouho, se zaénou v ramci organizace posouvat nahoru do technickych a manazerskych
pozic. A par jich to prosté déla dal, protoZe je to opravdu bavi. Tipoval bych, Ze ten €as, ktery jsem tim stravil ja, je tak
primér mezi mechaniky a garazovymi techniky. Hlavni mechanik a inzenyfi vétSinou zlstavaji mnohem déle.

Planujes se do Formule 1 nékdy vratit, nebo té vice zajima a napliiuje aero fotografovani?

Foceni z ptacCi perspektivy bylo mym konickem, kterym se ted Caste¢né zivim. Bavilo mé brat si dron na zavody a
filmovat okruhy a jejich okoli. Singapur byl v tomto sméru urcité nejlepsi. Chtél bych se ale vratit do F1, pokud mozno
na néjaké misto v tovarné. F1 je pofad mou vasni a nechtél bych, aby to jenom tak skoncilo. Prozatim se ale chci
alespon podélit o svoje dosavadni zkuSenosti. Zatim se to projevuje tak, ze bavim vSechny, kdo se mnou sleduji zavody
v televizi tim, jak opravuju komentatory.

V tom pripadé, kde sam sebe vidi$ za pét, deset, nebo 20 let?

To je zaludna otazka! Ted jsem zatim rad, Ze si mizu uzivat domova. Uvidime, jestli se na tom néco zméni. Na zavodni
trati jsem nebyl od zacatku roku, ale pFisti rok planuju par zavodu navstivit. Bude to divny pocit, byt na druhé strané
plotu a mozna mé to nakopne k tomu, abych se znovu zapojil. Ale jak uz jsem fikal, nemyslim si, Zze bych jesté zvladnul
jezdit po zavodech jako dfive...to je (podle mého nazoru) pro mladsi. BEhem péti az deseti let poc¢itam s tim, Ze budeme
mit rodinu. Nechtél bych byt tak ¢asto pry¢...pfili§ hodné by mi toho uteklo!

Cedric Selzer mi fekl, ze kdyz v roce 1963 vyhrali titul, Colin Chapman mu dal Ford Cortina, Jim Clark chronometr
s vénovanim, a taky dostal korbel od GPDA. Jaké suvenyry z Formule 1 jsou na tvoji policce?

Par jich doma mam. Nékolik plakatt a fotek, na kterych jsem, ale i dal$i véci. Ve skFini mam par kombinéz a pfileb. V
pfedsini star3i kolo, n&jaké matky a na sténé listu ze zadniho kfidla. Nic z posledniho roku, nikdy jsem neziskal néco
opravdu hodnotného! Taky mam modely vSech aut, na kterych jsem pracoval a to je pro mé pékna pamatka.



Prost nebo Senna...nebo to bylo pfilis davno?

Obavam se, Ze pro mé to bylo pfili§ davno. Podle vSeho mél ale Senna kolem sebe takovou auru, Ze lidem obcas spadla
Celist. Kdyz jsem byl mlad$i, mymi hrdiny byli Schumacher a Alonso. Neptej se mé ale, kdo byl lepsi...zboznoval jsem
oba.

A zapomél jsem se na néco zeptat?

Jsem rad, Ze jsme si tak mohli pokecat, doufam, Ze to je dostate¢né zajimavé. Pokud tebe, nebo nékteré z tvych ¢tenari
zajima néco konkrétniho, co jsme tady neprobrali, rad odpovim i na to. Diky.



