Dieter Rencken is one of the few independent journalists regularly covering the full Formula 1 season. He decided to
dedicate himself to this career relatively late in life, after spending most of his time in a variety of senior motor industry
marketing and manufacturing positions. Until recently, Dieter worked with noted motorsport publications, such as F1
Racing and Autosport, and was never afraid to address sticky issues of internal politics and commercial inequality within
the sport. Dieter and Ales Norsky had the following internet discussion in January. During this very exchange, Dieter
made rather surprising announcement that he has left Autosport and F1 Racing, to become a columnist for the
independent F1 blog F1 Fanatic.

-

A.N. So, how does a boy from the village of Johannesburg become one of the leading global motorsport
journalists?

D.R. Allow me to correct a misconception: | was not born in Johannesburg, but in Pietermaritzburg (Natal province) that
in 1953 was known as the last outpost of the British Empire...which South Africa was then part of until independence in
1961. My parents were teachers in a tiny German-speaking village called Harburg...a throwback to our ancestors...and
my first language was Zulu, learned from the maid who cared for me while my parents worked. My second language
was German, and English | learned after my parents were transferred to Pietermaritzburg (the regional capital) when |
was five.

Outside the city was a circuit called Roy Hesketh, which was on a hill | could see from our house. It held club meets
once a month and three major events per year, including rounds for the South African F1 Championship, where | first
saw Basil van Rooyen, John Love, Dave Charlton. In December they usually held a three-hour race, later part of the
Springbok Series.

How | became a journalist is another long story, but the short version is that | am a life-long motorsport fan. | have loved
cars for as long as | can remember, and simply cannot imagine a life without cars...and Formula 1 is to me the highest
expression of a car. After a South African motor industry career, as industrial engineer and in sales/marketing
management, | decided at age 40 to pursue my dream. | moved to the United Kingdom in the belief that | would find a
job in F1, but as a South African without ancestral ethnic rights, | could not even obtain a work permit! Formula 1



journalists moving from race to race need only short stay visas. | knew someone editing a South African motoring paper,
so | asked him for a letter of accreditation, and reported on my first Grand Prix (as a journalist) in 1997, at the age of 43.
The deal was that he got me an accreditation, and | would write a race report. If it was good enough he would publish it,
if not...dream over. | guess | was lucky to be born with an aptitude for writing as my maternal grandfather had a doctorate
in literature, coupled with the temperament to travel extensively across time zones and through cultural/gastronomic
boundaries, and a domestic situation (then divorced) that permitted me to ‘do my own thing’.

Do you still speak Zulu?!
| can speak Zulu to get by now...if | go to a Zulu village where no English is spoken, | won’t starve.

South Africa always had rich auto racing culture, have you ever
tried to go racing yourself?

| wanted to race, and did some karting at club level. But the problem
with racing was that in addition to a race car you needed a tow
car...so two vehicles. | could only afford one in the beginning, so went
rallying with it. As time went by | could afford a road car and rally car,
and became reasonably successful. There was an annual National
Rally near Pietermaritzburg, the 1000 Hills Rally, which | won in
1974. 1 moved to the Johannesburg area at 25 because of work, and
| did some rallying there as well. But | soon realised that the chances
of making it internationally were zero...based on 1) lack of ultimate
talent 2) lack of resources 3) lack of foreign passport and sport
boycotts due to apartheid.

Once, when | saw David Richards at the Monte Carlo Rally...at the time he was running both Prodrive and B.A.R...he
expressed surprise that | was there. My response was that F1 is my profession and rallying is my passion! | guess that
is why | try and cover at least one WRC event per year.

Once you decided to depart for Europe, did you have any initial contacts to rely on, or was it more of a leap of
faith on your part?

See above. All | can add is that | guess my commercial background meant that | grasped the politics and finances of F1
better than pure sport journalists, so | tended to write about these topics and found a niche. Thereafter, it was a matter
of establishing trust with people in the loop, and | am extremely grateful so many sources have chosen to trust me.

And now, when you made it, how tough is it to make a living as a motorsport journalist these days? There are
few magazines still in circulation, but the heydays appear to be in the past.

Nothing in Formula 1 is easy...whether as a journalist, photographer, mechanic, hostess, or whatever. We work in it
because we love it, not to have a cushy life. It is, of course, getting tougher, but so it is to be a Formula 1 driver, given
that the number of entries has dropped gradually. As long as the sport exists, there will be fan interest, and as long as
that exists, there will be people willing to read about it. And by extension, either subscribers or advertisers to pay for
publication. The trick is to strive to be the best, whether in the media, behind a lens, on TV, in the pit lane, cockpit, garage
or motorhome...F1 rewards effort, no matter how hard times are.

On that note. Are the other journalists roaming around the paddock buddies, or rivals?

| think it is fair to say we are all kindred spirits...certainly those who are here because they love it, rather than those who
report on F1 because their bosses send them. Sadly, amongst the daily media there are more than a few who have no
feel for F1, but view it as a cool place to work before moving onto other sports or beats. As in any walk of life, one has
buddies and rivals, but whatever they are, the overriding criterion is respect. Some colleagues are easy to respect, while
the antics of others make it very, very easy to disrespect them. Fortunately, there are not many reptiles about the
paddock. You can guess which group my paddock buddies fall into.

How much travel do you need to do annually?

In 2017 | did 18 Grands Prix, two four-day test sessions, one each Formula E, WRC, WEC, WRX, and Le Mans events,
and the FIA Sport Conference. That adds up to 26 events averaging five days each with all travel...so 130 days, or about
a third of the year. Add in some launches and meetings, and | guess | was away from home for around 150 days. Many
salesmen are away from home for more than that, although they usually have less time zones to contend with. But |



guess the big difference is that they aren’t away for weekends. Another advantage is that | miss traffic jams, and being
up in the air where the sun and/or moon always shine...

| saw some reports on the internet claiming Liberty Media feel that 25-race calendar would be feasible. Would
it?

No. But not because of the travel factor...25 races means finding four more Grands Prix than the present maximum. So
15-20 per cent increase. It would be extremely difficult for Liberty to find additional events without cutting hosting
fees...already Silverstone and Malaysia have given notice...so it would be best to retain the current income levels without
the extra costs of additional events. There is also the over-exposure factor. Most fans can justify 15 Sundays a year to
watch F1, 18 at a stretch, and 20 at a big stretch. But half the year's weekends?

What made you settle in Belgium?

| was fortunate to meet a wonderful woman who became my wife in 2003. One year later, Gabi was head-hunted to
Belgium, and we moved across for three years. Professionally, | can live anywhere provided | have an airport and internet
connection close by. After three years we enjoyed the country so much we bought a house, and in 2013...at age 60...1
became a Belgian citizen.

Has that turned you into Stoffel Vandoorne fan?

Becoming a Belgian national hasn’t changed my appreciation of drivers such as Stoffel, Jacky (Ickx) or (Thierry)
Boutsen... maybe it has given me a greater ‘bond’ with them. But | respect and admire all drivers who made it to F1,
although clearly some more than others. Also, in the case if Stoffel, we often fly on the same flights (when he is in
Belgium), so | chat socially more with him than | would with a British-based driver. Being dual nationality has given me
two fantastic home circuits: Kyalami and Spa-Francorchamps!

For me personally, the history and statistics are huge part of my interest in Formula 1, and always have been. |
know other enthusiasts who share similar basic principles, but they are all over 50 now! Somehow, | get afeeling
that the younger fans are more interested in few highlights and headlines that they can quickly check on their
smartphone. Am | wrong?

No, not wrong. But this is the way of the modern world. Imagine, if you were a passionate stamp collector. | fear that we
have reached a peak in Formula 1 about ten years ago, just as philatelists reached stamp collecting peak 50 years ago,
and horse racing fanatics reached peak maybe some 100 years ago. But it is our duty to ensure that future generations
at least have access to our sport’s rich history...even if only in small bites and bytes.

The sport has not held French Grand Prix for a decade, German Grand Prix is spotty, Monza, Silverstone,
Interlagos all seem to be on the brink, TV figures are going in the wrong direction, and so forth... Presumably,
2017 was a transitional year in the governance of Formula 1, and lot of focus now seems to be pointed toward
the 2021 regulations. What do you think needs to happen and what do you expect actually will happen?

Over the years Formula 1 has raced on something like 50 circuits...you’d know the exact number better than | (74 plus
the Indy oval by mine count)...and it is encouraging that 40 per cent of tracks are still on the calendar. | doubt that 40 per
cent of horse racing tracks are still around. In my opinion, every ill in F1 can be traced back to a bargain basement
commercial rights deal that runs for many times longer than should be reasonably granted. As a result, the commercial
rights holder has no reason to try harder. Every team has to go faster to survive from one year to the next, drivers need
to get increasingly fitter and quicker to retain their seats...yet the commercial rights deal is a done deal, regardless of
performance. | really hope (and pray) that some event will intervene and cause the current commercial deal to be ripped-
up, and a new one structured in its place...one that places the onus on the commercial rights holder to up its game, and
pay more. After ten years, the rights should then be up for auction again. Imagine how hard the commercial rights holder
would work under those circumstances!

I have only recently learned that every F1 car has been equipped with rotating camera for several years now...but
the recording is exclusive to Formula One Management and not really seen on regular TV broadcasts. One only
needs to watch few IndyCar races to realize that those shots can massively improve viewing of even relatively
boring race. Wouldn’t Liberty Media be wise to offer that footage, in order to engage the global fan-base more?

Of course that Liberty needs to exploit every aspect of broadcast technology, just as aerodynamicists exploit every puff
of air and drivers exploit every millimetre of kerb. That is what F1 is all about...taking things to the max by exploiting
every opportunity. Liberty owes that to the sport and its fans...and shareholders. The previous owners and the one before
(Bernie Ecclestone) seemed to believe that fans owed them a living and were fair game, not vice-versa.



There is an ongoing discussion about the track limits, but why do you think it is so difficult for the drivers to
respect them and for the race stewards to maintain consistent enforcement of violations...aren’t they all trained
professionals? In Mexico 2016, the Mercedes AMG 1-2 finish was pretty much decided at the first corner, where
both its drivers clearly violated track limits.

Let's be frank...I have never heard any debate about track limits in Monaco. The reason is obvious, breach the limit and
it becomes expensive or it hurts...or even both. With all the electronics available now, it should be the work of a moment
to ‘ring’ a circuit. And if the car goes over the line for whatever reason...a five second penalty. Full stop. Black. White.
No grey. Just as in Monaco. All it needs is effort and money, and Liberty and the circuits should be made to pay for it.

There were all sorts of speculation over
the years, if and how the world would
continue to revolve after Bernie
Ecclestone. But isn’t it strange that now,
when it happened, it turned out to be a
simple matter-of-fact affair? The door on
an era lasting some 40 years was closed,
and that’s that.

The door is far from closed, it keeps banging
open as Bernie’s Christmas card showed! |
always said it would take three people to
replace Bernie...not because of the
complexity of the task (it is actually a simple
business made complex by politics) but
because he refused to put succession order
in place, and thus folk would need to learn in
a hurry when he left. And that is what it has
taken...three people. | personally feel that
Bernie should have been ‘booted upstairs’
about five years ago, at the end of the 2010-
12 Concorde Agreement. It was the most
equitable of all Concordes in F1 history. After
that...the rot set in.

Among the people bouncing around the
South African motorsport scene was
Patrick O’Brien, one of very few people |
know who look at rating of drivers across
history seriously. What is your take on
that sort of thing...a foolish endeavor or something that deserves its place in the greater world of Formula 1
coverage? | am interested in your opinion because I try to do (on this web-site) something very similar. Although
mine and Patrick’s methods are very different.
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Of course | know Patrick, and respect what he does. The stats book he published is amazing. However, the F1 you and
I know is over-obsessed with statistics, and these are becoming increasingly less meaningful, as circuits, points’
structures, and calendars change. | mean, 30 years ago if you scored a point in your first Grand Prix (for sixth place) you
were a hero. Today that equates to tenth place. Equally, we went through periods where pole position was more or less
important than at other times. Three abreast grids, for example, meant more cars with a chance of getting to turn one
first. Qualifying tyres made a difference on certain circuits, as did fuel loads, while frequency of pit stops also has an
effect on the importance of the pole. So, any set of statistics is relevant only for a certain period or under certain
circumstances...yet folk try to apply the numbers across 70 years! Rating drivers across generations or eras is equally
misleading, given the very different characteristics of the cars over those 70 years. | believe a driver’s task is to master
the technology of the day...be it tyres, engines, aero, or computers. And he who best masters it all over a season is
Champion.

Fangio, excellent as he was at conserving his cars during times of poor reliability, would not need those skills anywhere
near as much in these days of (almost) bullet-proof cars. Equally, | believe that Hamilton would be lost without computers,
whereas Fangio probably would not know which button to push and why. Imagine how frustrated Ayrton Senna would
have been by Pirelli’s 2015 tyres...yet Alain Prost would have been able to master them. Let us savour each era for what
it brought, rather than comparing apples to oranges simply because they both have peels.



I hope you realize that you have just crushed everything | have spent a lifetime to work on?

| realised that was the case the second | wrote it, but hey...I'm only the messenger. The guys who screwed it up were
those who kept changing the rules. Football has one major change to its rules in 50 years; rugby two and tennis none.
How can the F1 stats ever be fair and equitable?

Must admit | was surprised to find out that several years ago, you have visited my old hometown of Kopfrivnice.
How did you even come up with such idea? Admittedly, Kopfivnice is not necessarily a prime tourist destination.

Well, |1 have always been fascinated by Tatra and the (Ferdinand) Porsche connection to Tatra engineer Hans
Ledwinka...and the subsequent (in)famous patent case. In 2011 wife and | travelled to Brno for the MotoGP, and visited
the Tatra Museum while in the region...there is some fascinating machinery on display there. | have always had a soft
spot for Czech ingenuity and engineering...let us not forget that Ferdinand Porsche was born in Bohemia. And my car of
choice for my wife is a Skoda wagon. Plenty of room for the dogs, solid engineering, great value and, as they say in
those commercials...Simply Clever.

When | googled your name, a link came up saying that you are a Belgian actor...is that some second career
move you are planning?

Haha...nothing of the sort. If you check again, it was deleted a while back. | registered with a talent agency at the time
that the movie ‘Rush’ was being made, in the belief that | may get a walk-on part or at least gain some inside info on the
project. As it turned out, | had one enquiry but it would have meant travelling to the UK at a time when | had to be at a
Grand Prix...and the pay was terrible. In retrospect, | am pleased it came to naught. | have tried three times to watch the
movie, and found it so Mickey Mouse each time that | have yet to get beyond the opening 20 minutes! In my book it
ranks marginally ahead of ‘Days of Thunder’.

Since you mention 'Days of Thunder'...what about Stallone's 'Driven'?

'‘Driven’ (best known as Drivel). | can’t believe that no-one has produced a classy motor racing feature movie since
‘Grand Prix'. The sport (allegedly) has it all...mystique, exotic settings, big money, danger and destruction, glamorous
people, rags-to-riches stories, and brands galore who can place products. Yet we are served crap like 'Drivel' and 'Daze
of Thunder'. The last movie well worth seeing was 'Senna’ and it used authentic footage. The duffer movies miss that
authenticity...by which | don’t mean they have to be based on real-life, but should have a feel of authenticity to them.

Prost or Senna?

No binary answer to this. During their active years, | loved watching Senna. So much so | had a dog called Senna. But
as | got to know Alain...I came to realise why he won four championships and why Ayrton is no longer with us. Ultimately,
the primary objective of any F1 driver is to survive the entire business, and Alain managed that...

And did | forget to ask anything?

Yes! How much | need to be paid for this interview. Don’t forget, journalists are like prostitutes...we give away nothing
for nothing... ©

Well, we are not done yet. At the conclusion of this conversation, it was announced that you have left Autosport
for F1 Fanatic. How long did you plan this move and why...and what are your expectations now?

It has been a big decision to leave the comfort of a large media organisation, but | got to a stage where | felt | had to
move. | have long detested monopolies of any kind, as anyone who will have read my campaigns against what | consider
to be monopolistic practice in F1, would know. The inequitable revenue structure for independent teams such as Force
India and their exclusion from the Strategy Group being prime examples of this practice. | became increasingly
uncomfortable about being linked to an entity that had become the dominant force in the motorsport media space, and
thus decided to go fully independent. | was aware of what F1 Fanatic, which exists on passion and the support of fans,
was doing...and thus decided that | would feel more comfortable there. Of course it is a risk, but Formula 1 is about risk,
and independents can make it...as Force India has proven. | believe | can too.

Will you continue to travel to all the races, or will this be more of a ‘desk’ job?

| will still be attending 18 GPs this year, plus a WEC race and maybe some others. If anything, | will be out and about
even more, as | no longer have a cushion!
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Dieter Rencken je jednim z mala nezavislych novinari, ktefi pravidelné komentuji celou sezonu Formule 1. Pro tuto
profesi se rozhodl relativné pozdé poté, kdy stravil fadu let v riznych zaméstnanich tykajicich se vyroby a propagace v
motoristickém odvétvi. Dieter, ktery donedavna spolupracoval s pfednimi publikacemi, jako F1 Racing nebo Autosport,
se neobava Stourat ani v relativné neprijemnych tématech vnitiniho politikafeni a komercni neférovosti, které se
motorsportem prolinaji. Nasledujici internetovy rozhovor s nim udélal AleS Norsky v lednu. A pravé béhem této
konverzace Dieter vydal pomérné pfekvapujici oznameni, ze ukoncil spolupraci s casopisy Autosport a F1 Racing a stal
se pravidelnym dopisovatelem nezavislého F1 blogu F1 Fanatic.

A.N. Takze, jak se chlapec z Johannesburgu stane jednim z prednich motoristickych novinara na svété?

D.R. Dovol mi, abych té vyvedl z omylu: nenarodil jsem se v Johannesburgu, ale v Pietermaritzburgu (v provincii Natal)
ktera v roce 1953 byla znama jako posledni vyspa Britského Impéria...jehoz byla Jizni Afrika soucasti az do nezavislosti
v roce 1961. Moji rodice byli ucitelé v malé, némecky mluvici vesni¢ce Harburg...odkaz nasich predku...a vibec prvni
jazyk, kterym jsem mluvil byl Zulu, coz mé naucila chlva, ktera se o mé starala, kdyz rodi¢e pracovali. Pak jsem mluvil
némecky, a anglicky jsem se naucil az kdyz v mych péti letech byli rodiCe pFelozeni pfimo do Pietermaritzburgu, coz
bylo hlavni mésto provincie.

Pobliz mésta byl i zavodni okruh zvany Roy Hesketh. Bylo to na kopci, ktery jsem vidél z oken naSeho domu. Kazdy
mésic se tam poradaly klubové zavody a tfikrat rocné i vyznamné podniky, v€éetné Jihoafrického mistrovstvi F1. Tam
jsem poprvé narazil na lidi jako Basil van Rooyen, John Love, Dave Charlton. V prosinci vétSinou poradali tfihodinovy
zavod, ktery byl pozdéji i sou€asti mistrovstrvi Springbok.

Jak jsem se stal novinafem je na dalSi dlouhé vypravéni, ale v kratkosti jsem prosté celozivotni fanousek motorismu.
Vzdycky jsem zbozZnoval auta a jednoduse si bez nich nedovedu Zivot viibec predstavit...a Formule 1 pro mé predstavuje
tu nejvyssi formu automobilu. Po kariéfe v jihoafrickém motorismu a jako manazer v oblastech prodeje a propagace,
jsem se ve 40 rozhodl jit za svym snem. Odstéhoval jsem se do Velké Britanie a véfil jsem, Ze se v F1 néjak uchytim.
Ale jako Jihoafri¢an bez britskych kofenl jsem vubec nedostal pracovni povoleni! Reportér v F1 ale potfebuje jenom
cestovat od zavodu k zavodu s kratkodobymi vizy. Z Jizni Afriky jsem znal nékoho, kdo pracoval jako editor v jednom
motoristickém Casopise, tak jsem ho pozadal o doporuujici dopis. Potom jsem navstivil svou prvni velkou cenu jako
novinar v roce 1997 a ve 43 letech. Domluvili jsme se, Ze on mi da akreditaci a ja mu napiSu reportaz ze zavodu. Pokud
to bude stat zato, tak ji zvefejni a poku ne...konec snéni. Nastésti jsem se asi narodil s néjakym talentem pro psani,
protoze mUj déda z matcCiny strany mél doktorat z literatury. To se zkombinovalo s mym odhodlanim neunavné cestovat
pres rlizné Casové a kulinafské zony, a navic jsem v té dobé byl rozvedeny, coz mi umoznovalo ‘jit si svou vlastni
cestou’.

Porad mluvis Zulu?!

UZ jenom lamané...kdybych se dostal do Zulu vesnice, kde nikdo
neumi Anglicky, hlady bych neumfel.

Jizni Afrika vzdycky méla v motoristickém sportu bohatou
tradici. Pokousel jsi se sam nékdy zavodit?

Chtél jsem zavodit a na klubové drovni jsem prohanél motokary.
Problém ale byl v tom, ze Clovék vedle zavodniho auta potfeboval i
tahac, kterym by ho prevazel...takze dvé vozidla. Ze zaatku jsem
mél jenom na jedno, tak jsem se rozhodl pro rallye, a mél jsem i
néjaké uspéchy. Pobliz Pietermaritzburgu se jezdila narodni 1000
Hills Rally (Rallye Tisice Kopct), kterou jsem v roce 1974 vyhrél. Do
oblasti Johannesburgu jsem se prestéhoval v pétadvaceti kvali praci,
a tam jsem v zavodech rallye dal pokraCoval. Brzy jsem si ale
uvédomil, Zze nemam zadnou Sanci se prosadit i mezinarodné...byla to kombinace nékolika faktorl 1) nedostatek extra
talentu 2) nedostatek prostfedk( 3) nedostatek jiného obCanstvi a sportovni bojkoty kvili systému apartheidu...

Jednou jsem na Rallye Monte Carlo potkal Davida Richardse...v té dobé vedI jak tym Prodrive tak i B.A.R...ktery se divil,
co tam délam. Moje odpovéd byla jasna: F1 je moji praci a rallye je mou vasni. Proto se snazim kazdy rok pokryt i jeden
zavod WRC, coz se mi dafi.



Kdyz jsi se rozhodl odejit do Evropy, mél jsi néjaké konkrétni kontakty, na které jsi se mohl spolehnout, nebo
to spise byl krok do neznama?

Jak jsem uz fekl. Jediné, co mizu dodat, je to, Ze moje zazemi s komerénimi zkuSenostmi mi umoznilo chapat
politickafeni a finanéni machinace v ramci F1 1épe, nez mohli Cisté sportovni nivinafi. Takze jsem se zacal soustfedit na
psani o téchto tématech a vytvoril jsem si tak fikajic svoji parketu. Potom to byla zalezitost ziskani davéry lidi, ktefi se
pohybuji v tom Uzkém kruhu a musim Fict, Ze jsem nesmirné vdécny za to, Ze mi tolik zdroji dlvéru poskytlo.

Ted, kdyz jsi dosahl svého cile, jak drsné je dnes Zivit se jako motoristicky novinar? Par magazint je porad v
obéhu, ale zlaté €asy uz asi patii minulosti.

Ve Formuli 1 neni nic zadarmo...at’ uz jsi novinafr, fotograf, mechanik, hosteska, nebo kdokoli. My tady pracujeme,
protoze nas to bavi a ne proto, abychom méli zivot v bavince. Samoziejmé, je to ¢im dal t&zS8i, ale to se vztahuje tfeba
i na piloty, protoZe pocty tymu a startovni rosty se zmenS$uji. Dokud tento sport existuje, bude mit fanousky, ktefi o ném
budou chtit ¢ist. A dokud takovi fanousci budou, budou i publikace za které nékdo bude ochoten zaplatit...at uz étenafi
nebo inzerujici firmy. Trik je v tom se pofad snazit byt nejlepSim, at’ uz jsi na tiskovce, za objektivem kamery, v televizi,
v boxech, nebo jinde. Formule 1 odmé&riuje snahu a dfinu bez ohledu na to, jak tézké ¢asy zrovna jsou.

Jsou tedy ostatni novinafi, ktefi se potloukaji po paddocku, kAmosi, nebo spiSe rivalové?

Myslim, Ze m{Zzu Fict, Ze jsme prevazné spriznéné duse...kazdopadné ti z nas, ktefi jsou tady protozZe to v§echno miluji
a ne proto, ze je sem poslal 3éf, aby o té F1 taky néco napsali. Bohuzel, v kazdodennich médiich se vyskytuje relativné
dost lidi, ktefi k F1 nemaiji zadny vztah, ale vidi ji jako dobry odrazovy mustek dostat se k jinym sportim nebo oblastem.
Jako vSude jinde, Cloveék si najde pratele i nepratele, ale at uz je nékdo takovy €i onaky, vSechno to prekryva slovo
respekt. Néktefi kolegové si respekt zaslouzi pfirozeng, ale jini ti rozhodnuti je nerespektovat jesté sami usnadni. Ale
téch plazl tady nastésti moc neni. Muzes$ hadat, kdo v paddocku patfi k mym kamosam.

Kolik toho potirebujes roéné nacestovat?

V sezoné 2017 jsem navstivil 18 Grand Prix, dva ¢tyfdenni testy, a po jednom podniku Formule E, WRC, WEC, WRX,
Le Mans, sportovni konferenci FIA. Suma sumarum 26 podnikd po zhruba péti dnech véetné cestovani...feknéme 130
dni. Kdyz pfidas néjaka predstaveni novych vozl a ostatni setkani, tak jsem byl pry¢ z domu asi 150 dnu. Plno lidi
pracuje na cestach vice, ale vétSinou se nemusi potykat s tolika ¢asovymi zénami. A mozna nejvétsi rozdil je v tom, ze
jsou doma na vikendy. Vyhodou ale je, ze se vyhnu dopravnim zacpam a travim spostu ¢asu ve vzduchu, kde vzdycky
sviti bud slunce, nebo mésic.

Na internetu jsem vidél néjaké zpravy o tom, ze Liberty Media predpokladaji, ze kalendair Formule 1 by se €asem
mohl rozrist az na 25 zavodl. Je to zvladnutelné?

Ne. Ale ne kvdli pfiliSnému cestovani...25 zavodl by vyZzadovalo najit o Ctyfi vice, nez je souCasné maximum. Takze
navyseni o dalSich 15-20%. A pro Liberty mize byt velmi obtizné najit dalSi zajemce bez snizeni poplatku...Silverstone
a Malajsie uz vyhrozuji odchodem...takZze by bylo lep$i zachovat sou¢asné pfijmy bez zbytecnych vydaji na hledani
novych lokalit. Taky zde hraje roli faktor pfesyceni. VétSina fanouski muze obhdjit 15 nedéli rocné, 18 s trochou dobré
vile a 20 uz je naSponované. Ale polovinu vikendl v roce?

Pro€ jsi se usadil zrovna v Belgii?

Mél jsem to Stésti potkat skvélou zenu, ktera se v roce 2003 stala mou manzelkou. O rok pozdéji byla z prace
prelananéna do Belgie, takZe jsme se tam na tfi roky pfestéhovali. S mou praci mizu zit kdekoli, kde je poblizZ letisté a
internet. Po tfech letech jsme zjistili, Ze se nam tady libi natolik, Ze jsme koupili diim. A v roce 2013 jsem se v Sedesati
letech stal belgickym ob&anem.

Stal se z tebe tim padem fanousek Stoffela Vandoorne?

Belgické ob&anstvi nema vliv na muj respekt k pilotim jako Stoffel, Jacky (Ickx) nebo (Thierry) Boutsen... mozna mé to
s nimi jesté vice sblizilo. Ale vSichni, ktefi se dostali do F1 maji mudj obdiv, ackoli néktefi vétsi, nez jini. Taky, v pfipadé
Stoffela, Casto se sejdeme v letadle (kdyz je zrovna v Belgii) takZze s nim mam moznost jen tak pokecat mnohem Castéji,
nez s piloty, ktefi pobyvaji spiSe v Britanii. Dvoji obanstvi mi taky umoznilo mit dva senza¢ni domaci okruhy: Kyalami
a Spa-Francorchamps!



Pro mé osobné, historie a statistiky vzdycky predstavovaly velkou ¢ast mého zajmu o Formuli 1. Znam i par
dalSich nadsencu, ktefi uvazuji vice méné podobné, ale uz jim vSem je pres 50!. Z mladsSich fanouskii mam ¢asto
pocit, Ze je zajima jenom par vybranych zabéra a struénych titulkd, které si mizou rychle projet v mobilnim
telefonu. Mylim se?

Ne, Ze by jsi se zrovna mylil. Je to prosté dano modernim svétem. Pfedstav si, Ze by jsi byl vadnivym sbératelem znamek.
Obavam se, Ze ve Formuli 1 jsme dosahli vrcholu nékdy pred deseti lety, stejné jako filatelisté dosahli vrcholu zajmu o
sbirani znamek pred 50 lety, a nadSenci dostihGl dosahli vrcholu mozna uz pred 100 lety. Ale je naSi povinnosti, aby
dalSi generace mély alespori néjaké informace o bohaté historii naSeho sportu...i za cenu toho, ze to bude jenom v
digitalnich stfipcich.

Uz skoro deset let jsme nevidéli velkou cenu Francie, némecka GP se objevuje sporadicky, Monza, Silverstone
a Interlagos jsou v ohrozeni, televizni sledovanost klesa, a tak dale... Da se predpokladat, ze rok 2017 byl v
administraci Formule 1 pfechodnym obdobim a ted’ se hodné mluvi o pravidlech na rok 2021. K éemu vSemu by
mélo dojit a co si mysli§, Ze se realné opravdu stane?

Béhem let Formule 1 zavodila na néjakych 50
okruzich...sam to pfesné Cislo budes védét I1épe nez ja
(dle mych poctd 74 plus oval v Indianapolis)...a je
pozitivni, Ze 40% z nich jsou stéle v kalendafi. Nemyslim
si, ze porad existuje 40% dostihovych drah. Jsem
presvédcen o tom, ze kazdy problém v F1 ma kofeny v
néjaké zakulisni dohodé, ktera pak plati mnohonasobné
déle, nez dava smysl. Potom vlastnik komer&nich prav
nema zadny ddvod se vice snazit. Kazdy tym musi
nasadit rychlejSi auta, aby z roku na rok prezil, kazdy
pilot musi pracovat na své kondici, aby si udrzel
sedacku...ale obchodni dohody pretrvavaji bez ohledu
na vysledky. Opravdu doufam (modlim se) Ze se stane
néco, co zplsobi aby byly existujici komeréni dohody
rozcupovany na cucky a vznikla nova struktura...ktera
donuti majitele komer€nich prav k tomu, aby pracovali
dislednégji a zaroven uvolnili vice penéz. Po deseti
letech by kazda dohoda vyprSela a Sla znovu k
jednacimu stolu. Jen si pfedstav, jak by se za takovych
okolnosti vlastnik téchto prav musel snazit!

Teprve nedavno jsem se s urcitosti dozvédél, ze uz
nékolik let jsou vSechny vozy ve Formuli 1 vybaveny
rotujicimi kamerami...ale zaznamy z nich jsou v
exkluzivnim vlastnictvi FOM. Na televiznich
obrazovkach je prakticky nikdy nevidime. Staci se
ale podivat na par zavodi IndyCar, aby bylo
kazdému okamzité jasné, ze tyto zabéry dokazi
znacéné ozivit i relativné nudny zavod. Nebylo by od
Liberty Media moudré tyto zaznamy uvolnit a zlepSit
tak zazitek televiznich fanouski po celém svété?

To je bez debat, Ze by v Liberty Media méli sdhnou po kazdém prostfedku ke zvySeni kvality pfenosu, stejné jako se
aerodynamisté snazi vyuzit kazdy zavan vzduchu a piloti pfejizdéji kazdy obrubnik do posledniho mozného milimetru.
O &em jiném by to mélo byt, nez o maximalnim nasazeni az na hranu moznosti? Liberty dluzi totéZ nejen sportu, ale i
fanouskim...a akcionarim. Pfedchozi vlastnici i ten pfed nimi (Bernie Ecclestone) se chovali, jako kdyby se jim fanousci
méli na vlastni ukor postarat o dobré bydlo, a ne naopak.

Uz néjakou dobu trva diskuze o dodrzovani tratovych limitd. Pro¢ myslis, ze je tak slozité zajistit, aby je piloti
neporusovali a zaroven, aby marsalci postihovali viniky jednoznaéné a spravedlivé...jsou to konec koncl
vSechno vyskoleni profesionalové. V Mexiku 2016 bylo napfiklad o koneéném vysledku 1-2 pro vozy Mercedes
AMG vlastné rozhodnuto uz v prvni zatacce, kde oba jejich piloti jasné porusili tratové limity.

Upfimné...zadna takova debata se nikdy nekonala v Monaku. DUvody jsou jasné, pfekro¢ tratové limity a bud' té to pfijde
draho, nebo to bude bolet...pfipadné oboji. Se vsi tou elektronikou, ktera je dnes k dispozci, by mélo byt vyhrazeni
okruhu jednoduchou zalezitosti. A pokud by limit nékdo porusil z jakéhokoli dlvodu...pokuta pét vtefin. Kone¢na. Cerna.



Bila. Nic Sedivého. Pfesng, jako v Monaku. VSechno, co je potfeba, je trochu snahy a penéz a uhradit by to méli Liberty
spole¢né s majiteli okruhd.

Po fadu let se nad Formuli 1 vznasely rtzné spekulace o tom, jestli se svét viibec jesté bude tocit az Bernie
Ecclestone odejde, a pokud ano, tak jak to celé bude vypadat. Ted k tomu odchodu doslo a je az s podivem, jak
se to ukazalo byt docela vSedni zalezitosti. Prosté se za touto ctyricetiletou érou zaviely dvefre...a hotovo.

Jestli Bernieho vanoc¢ni pfani néco ukazalo, tak to, Ze ty dvefe nejsou jesté uplné zaviené! Vzdycky jsem tvrdil, Zze
nahradit Bernieho bude prace pro ffi lidi...ne proto, Ze by to bylo az tak slozité (jedna se vlastné o pomérné jednoduchou
praci, ktera je komplikovana jenom kvdli politikafeni) ale proto, Ze Bernie vzdy odmital jakékoli plany tykajici se jeho
odchodu. Coz znamena, Ze kterykoli nastupce se s celym systémem musel seznamit velmi rychle a za pochodu. A
presné to se stalo...nahradili ho tfi lidé. Osobné si myslim, ze Bernieho mél nékdo ‘vykopnout nahoru’ uz pred péti lety,
na konci Concordské dohody 2010-2012...ktera byla nejlepsi ze vSech Concordu v historii. Pak uz véci zacaly zahnivat.

Mezi lidmi, ktefi se v Jizni Africe tocili kolem automobilovych zavodu, byl i jisty Patrick O’Brien. Je to jeden z
malalidi o kterych vim, Ze se seriozné zabyvaji hodnocenim jezdc(i napf¥i¢ celou historii automobilového sportu.
Vidi§ néco takového jako blaznivy ulet, nebo si to ve statistické dokumentaci zasluhuje své misto? Tvij nazor
mé zajima i proto, Ze se (na téchto web-strankach) pokousim o vpodstaté totéz. | kdyz moje metoda se od
Patrickovy znacné lisi.

Patricka samoziejmé znam a respektuji jeho praci. Kniha statistik, kterou publikoval, je senzaéni. Ale dnesni Formule 1
je statistikami pfilis posedla, navzdory tomu, Ze statistiky samotné jsou ¢im dal méné aktualni, protoze okruhy, bodovani
a pocet zavodll se ¢asem dost méni. Kdyz nékdo pred tficeti lety zabodoval hned v prvnim zavodé (za Sesté misto) tak
to byl skveély vykon. Dneska ale staci desaté misto. Nezapominej, Zze jsme béhem let prosli tdobimi, kdy pole position
bylo bud vice nebo méné dllezité. Napfiklad tfi vozy na startovni fadu znamenaly, Ze vice pilotdl mélo Sanci dostat se
do prvni zatacky v ¢ele. Kvalifikaéni pneumatiky hraly na nékterych okruzich znaénou roli, ménilo se i povolené mnozstvi
paliva, a i poZzadované mnozstvi zastavek v depu ma vliv na dilezitost pole position. Takze, kazdy soubor statistik dava
smysl jenom v ur¢itém obdobi a za urcitych okolnosti...lidi se ale pfesto snazi je aplikovat béhem celych sedmi desetileti!
Srovnavani pilotd riznych generaci je podobny nesmysl, kdyzZ se podivas, jak rozdilna auta museli za ty roky fidit. Jezdci
maji za ukol prfedevS§im mistrné ovladnout technologii, ktera je jim poskytnuta...at’ uz to jsou pneumatiky, motory,
aerodynamika, nebo pocitace. A ten, ktery to béhem sezony zvladne nejlépe se stane mistrem.

Fangio byl fenomenalni v Setfeni vozu v dobé, kdy spolehlivost byla problémem, ale zrovna tento um by mu v dnesni
dobé (témé¥) ‘neprustielnych’ aut nebyl moc platny. Stejné tak si myslim, Zze by Hamilton byl bez vSech téch pocitacd
docela ztracen, zatimco Fangio by ani nevédél které tlacitko ma zmacknout a proC€. DovedeS si predstavit, jak
rozCarovany by byl Ayrton Senna z pneumatik, které Pirelli nasadili v roce 20157 Ale Alain Prost by jejich vlastnosti

Je ti doufam jasné, ze jsi pravé smetl ze stolu vSechno, o co ja se snazim cely zivot?

Uvédomil jsem si to v ten moment, kdyz jsem to napsal. Ale hej, ja jenom konstatuju realitu. MUZou za to ti, ktefi porad
ménili ta pravidla. Ve fotbale maji jednu zménu pravidel za 50 let, v ragby dvé a v tenise zadnou. Jak se pak muzou
statistiky F1 srovnavat?

Pfiznam se, ze mé piekvapilo, kdyz jsem se dozvédél, ze jsi pred ¢asem navstivil moje byvalé bydlisté,
Kopfivnici. Co té k tomu vedlo? Musim uznat, Ze Kopfivnice neni zrovna turistickym magnetem.

Vzdycky jsem obdivoval Tatru a fascinovala mé navaznost (Ferdinanda) Porsche na tatrovackého inzenyra Hanse
Ledwinku...a ten (nechvalné) znamy patentni proces. V roce 2011 jsme se Zenou byli na MotoGP v Brné a pfi té
pFilezitosti jsme navstivili i tatrovacké muzeum...je tam par fascinujicich kouskl. Vzdycky jsem mél slabost pro ¢eskou
vynalézavost...nezapominejme, e Ferdinand Porsche se narodil v Cechéch. | pro manzelku jsem vybral viiz Skoda
kombik. Spousta mista pro psy, dobré auto, slusna cena a jak fikaji v reklamach...Simply Clever.

Kdyz jsem zagoogloval tvoje jméno, objevil se i odkaz na stranky, které tvrdi, Zze jsi belgicky herec...n&jaké plany
na alternativni kariéru?

Haha...nic takového. Pokud se podivas znovu tak zjisti$, ze uz to bylo odstranéno. Kdyz tocili film ‘Rush’ (Rivaloveé) tak
jsem se zaregistroval u mistni talentové agentury. Véfil jsem, ze se mozna mazu mihnout v néjakém zabéru, nebo
pfinejmensim ziskat o tom projektu néjaké zakulisni informace. Nakonec mé kontaktovali jen jednou, ale znamenalo by
to letét do Britanie zrovna v dobé, kdyz se jela jina velka cena...a navic to bylo mizerné zaplacené. Jsem docela rad, ze
z toho nic nebylo. Péarkrat jsem se ten film pokousel sledovat, ale vzdycky mi to pfipadalo tak détinské, Ze jsem se jesté
nedostal pfes prvnich 20 minut! Podle mého nazoru to je jen o stupinek vys, nez ‘Days of Thunder’ (Bourlivé Dny).



Kdyz uz zminujes ‘Days of Thunder’ co fikas na Stalloneho ‘Driven’ (Formule!)?

‘Driven’ je spiSe znam jako ‘Drivel’ (Blbost). Skoro se neda véfit, ze od dob ‘Grand Prix’ se o sportu, ktery to udajné ma
vSechno...zahady, exotické lokace, spousty penéz, nebezpeci a vybusnost, celebrity a dalSi krasné lidi, osobnosti které
se staly z Zebraku bohaci, a produkty riznych znacek...nikomu nepodafilo natocit pofadny film. Misto toho nam serviru;ji
Smejdy jako ‘Drivel’ a ‘Daze of Thunder’ (Bourlivé Zmatky). Posledni film, ktery stal za to byl ‘Senna’ diky zaclenéni
autentickych zabéra. Ostatnim filmam ta opravdovost chybi...nemusi zrovna byt motivovany skute¢nymi udalostmi, ale
mély by alespor nabidnout pocit autenti¢nosti.

Prost nebo
Senna?

Na to se neda
odpovédét jen tak
‘za A’ nebo ‘za B'. V
dobé, kdyz byli oba
aktivni, jsem
zbozZfoval sledovat
Sennu. AZ natolik,
Ze jsem mél psa,
ktery se jmenoval
Senna. Kdyz jsem
ale poznal

Alaina...pochopil
jsem, pro¢ on je
Ctyfnasobny  mistr
svéta, zatimco
Ayrton uz neni mezi
nami. V podstaté je
cilem kazdého
zavodnika to
vSechno v prvni
fadé ve  zdravi
prezit..a Alain to
dokazal.

A nezapomél jsem na néco?
Ovsem! Kolik mi dluzi$ za tento rozhovor. Nezapominej, Ze novinafi jsou jako prostitutky...nic neni zadarmo... ©

Jesté jsme ale neskonéili. Uplné v zavéru této diskuze bylo oznameno, ze jsi presel od Autosport k F1 Fanatic.
Jak dlouho jsi tento krok planoval a pro¢...a co od toho ted’ oéekavas?

Odejit z pohodiné pozice ve velkém medialnim koncernu bylo velké rozhodnuti, ale dospél jsem k bodu, kdy mi bylo
jasné, ze se potfebuju pohnout z mista. Vzdycky se mi protivily monopoly vSeho druhu, coz snad maze potvrdit kazdy,
kdo kdy ¢etl moje brojeni proti tomu, co osobné povazuju za monopolni praktiky v F1. Nesoumérna distribuce ziskd pro
malé tymy jako Force India a jejich vylou€eni z rozhodovani ve Strategy Group jsou nezafivéjSimi pfiklady téchto praktik.
Bylo mi ¢im dal nepfijemnéjsi byt spojen s organizaci, ktera se pro motorsport stala dominantni silou v medialnim
prostoru, a proto jsem se rozhodl se zcela osamostatnit. UZ dfive jsem vidél, Ze F1 Fanatic Zije z nadSeni a podpory
fanouskU a jejich prace se mi zamlouvala...proto jsem se rozhodl, Ze se mi tam bude volnéji dychat. Samoziejmé to je
risk, ale Formule 1 je o riskovani a jak Force India dokazuji...i nezavisli mizou prezit. V&Fim, Ze to dokazu taky.

Budes i nadale cestovat po vSech zavodech, nebo to bude spisSe kancelaiska prace?

I letos navstivim 18 velkych cen, plus WEC a mozna par dalSich zavodi. Pokud se néco zméni, tak jen to, ze mé bude
vidét vic, nez kdy predtim, protoze ted uz kolem sebe nemam zadnou pohodinou protekci!



