Ale§ Norsky: Some 35 years ago, an extraordinary talent from Ireland appeared in the Formula One World
Championship, less than six years after he began racing a Mini Cooper on little known lIrish tracks. If that seems like a
meteoric rise to fame, the downfall for Tommy Byrne was even faster, and so he became the greatest racing driver you
never saw. | had an opportunity to exchange some questions with him in August.

A.N. I read your book recently and there are a couple of phrases that keep repeating throughout: ‘respect’ and
‘fair chance’. You clearly believe that you were given neither. Has this led to you gradually losing control of your
destiny and unravelling of your career?

T.B. | was in my early twenties and, in retrospect, | felt | didn’t get enough respect at times...but | don’t remember boo-
hooing about it in the book too much. | told the truth about everything and everyone, including about myself. My career
did not start to unravel until | got into the uncompetitive Theodore.

At the same time, you seemed to entirely rely on your superior speed and did not concern yourself much with
establishing proper connections with sponsors and other players. So perhaps you did not deliver what is today
commonly called a ‘complete package’. Is that a fair assessment?

| had no problems with sponsors or teams when | was winning championships...

By the way, you must be aware that the phenomenon called Theodore Racing is back, competing in F3 and F2.
What do you think about that...your fellow Irishman David Kennedy was instrumental in bringing back that name.

Yes, | know Theodore is back with Teddy Jr and David. | think it is great to have Theodore back. | also drove a Theodore
Formula Atlantic at Riverside and Sears Point, for Kerry Agapiou.

Compared to today, ‘corporate correctness’ was nearly non-existent in motor racing back then. In this regard,
was it unfortunate that your biggest chance to prove yourself came in a form of testing for McLaren...a team
that at the time was being re-structured by Ron Dennis, a boss obsessed with clean image and polished PR?

Ron Dennis told me two months before the McLaren test that he
had his drivers already signed for the next season (1983) and that
he would not be taking-up the option on my services. Clearly, | was
not a McLaren type driver.

Have you ever talked to Ron Dennis since, or do you keep in
touch with anybody from the Formula 1 crowd?

| said hello to Ron a year later at the insistence of Eddie Jordan.
He completely ignored me! Here is a pic of myself and Roberto
Moreno, who was one of my rivals in the lower classes and a good
friend at the time.

Let’s assume for a moment that you and Mike Thackwell both
managed to enter Formula 1 in a proper way. Can you
speculate a bit on how would that change the record
books...would the now legendary rivalries of Prost/Senna and
Piquet/Mansell even exist?

If my aunt had balls she would be my uncle!

After deciding to leave Europe, you have been living and
working in North America for along time. What has prevented
you from ever appearing in the IndyCar series? Did you
entertain any consideration that it could have been a good
place for you to re-group and start anew?

| did start all over again in America, in FF1600 and later won ten races in ARS/Indy Lights. Also tested an IndyCar, but
at that stage people were already looking for money.

The sub-title of your book is ‘The Greatest Racing Driver You Never Saw’. But we did see you in Formula 1,
however briefly, and both your starts ended in apparently unforced accidents...not exactly an ideal first
impression. Was it frustration over the car’s shortcomings, or were you just trying too hard?



If you know anything about book publishing...you kind of lose control over things like subtitles and that one is no
exception...it had nothing to do with me. But yes, | spun-off in the two Formula 1 races that | qualified for, both times
while being lapped by the leaders. | was not used to been lapped! | now use that experience when teaching young
drivers today.

In the book you mention that you sometimes ‘did not react well’ to certain
situations that came along. Any regrets?

That was thirty-five years ago and life goes on. Again, nowadays | try to make
sure my students do the right thing.

Do you follow Formula 1 today or has that chapter been closed for you?
| watch every race.
Do any of the current drivers really impress you?

Max Verstappen is the new up & comer for sure, but Vettel, Alonso, Hamilton
and Bottas all stand out. It's a very competitive field.

There seems to be considerable expectation that the new owners Liberty
Media will fix everything that went wrong with the World Championship
over the past two decades, or so. This expectation is shared by the
insiders, the media and fans alike. If you were in a position to offer
advice, what would it be?

| think Formula 1 will be around for a long time to come. No advice needed from me.

For decades, there was a lot of speculation on what would happen when Bernie Ecclestone will no longer be in
charge...sometimes the scenarios were almost catastrophic. And then that moment transpired in rather simple
matter-of-fact way that was hardly unsettling to anyone. Except probably to Mr.E himself, of course. Were you
surprised at how it all unfolded?

Times change. Ron has gone and Bernie has now gone too. Formula 1 is bigger than any one person. | liked Bernie, he
was good to me.

What is your opinion on the modern race tracks?

They have all been ruined. Racing is supposed to be dangerous! | remember when only the best drivers in best cars
could go through Eau Rouge at Spa-Francorchamps flat-out. But now everybody takes it flat.

You now make your living providing advanced performance
driving lessons and professional driver development at the
Mid-Ohio race course. How fulfilling is that for you?

Life is good for me right now. | teach high performance driving
and also teach at teen schools, do corporate days and track
days. | have a separate project outside of Mid-Ohio as well, at
diablodrifter.com.

Are you seeing any raw talent we should watch out for in the
near future?

No, it's hard to find them in the States with so many different series

Prost or Senna?

Senna!
Finally, did | forget to ask anything?

| think you got most of it.
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Ale$ Norsky: Pred zhruba pétatficeti lety se v mistrovsvi svéta Formule 1 objevil vyjimecny talent z irského ostrova,
necelych Sest let potom, kdy zacal na malo znamych irskych tratich zavodit s vozem Mini Cooper. Jestlize se to zda byt
metorickym vzestupem ke slavé, nasledujici pad byl pro Tommyho Byrne jesté prud$i. A tak se z néj stal nejuzasnéjsi
zavodnik, kterého jsme nikdy nevidéli. V srpnu jsem mél moznost s nim vymeénit par slov.

A.N. Nedavno jsem €etl Tvoji knihu a dvé témata, ktera se v ni stale opakuji jsou ‘respekt’ a ‘férova sance’. Je
ziejmé, ze si mysliS, ze se Ti nedostalo ani jednoho. Bylo to pfi¢inou toho, ze jsi postupné ztratil kontrolu nad
vlastnim osudem a Tvoje kariéra se rozpadla?

T.B. Bylo mi néco pfes dvacet a kdyz se divam zpatky, ob&as jsem si myslel, Ze nedostavam dostatecny respekt, to
ano...ale neuvédomuiji si, Ze bych o tom v knize néjak moc nafikal. Prosté jsem o vSem a o vSech napsal pravdu, v€etné
sebe. Moje kariéra se nezacala rozpadat dokud jsem neused| do toho neschopného Theodore.

Zaroven se ale zda, ze jsi absolutné spoléhal na svou dominantni rychlost a pfili§ jsi si nelamal hlavu s
vytvarenim vztahll se sponsory a jinymi vlivnymi lidmi. Takze jsi mozna nemohl nabidnout to, éemu se dnes
bézné rika ‘kompletni balik’. Souhlasi$ s takovym nazorem?

Kdyz jsem vyhraval Sampionaty, tak jsem zadné problémy s tymy a se sponzory nemél...
Mimochodem, uréité vis, ze fenomén zvany Theodore Racing je zpatky a soutézi v F3 a F2. Co si o tom myslis...
na navratu toho jména se podilel i Tvdj irsky kolega David Kennedy.

Ano, vim, Ze Teddy junior, David a Theodore jsou zpatky a myslim si, ze to je super. Jednou jsem s Theodore zavodil
pro Kerry Agapiou ve Formuli Atlantic, v Riverside a na Sears Point.

Ve srovnani s dnesSkem, ‘korporatni korektnost’ tehdy v motoristickém sportu prakticky neexistovala. Byla to z
tohoto hlediska smiula, ze Tvoje nejvétsi prilezitost se blysknout pfiSla ve formé testu pro McLaren...tym, ktery
v té dobé prochazel reorganizaci pod taktovkou Ron Dennise, $éfa posedlého Cistym image a uhlazenou
prezentaci?

Dva mésice pfed tim testem mi Ron Dennis oznamil, Ze na dalSi sezonu (1983) uz ma s obéma jezdci smlouvy a se
mnou nepocita ani do budoucna. Jasné jsem nebyl typem jezdce vhodného pro McLaren.

Mél jsi moznost od té doby s Dennisem mluvit, nebo udrzujes viibec néjaké
styky s jinymi lidmi z Formule 1?

Asi rok potom mé Eddie Jordan pfemluvil se s Ronem pozdravit, ale ten mé naprosto
ignoroval! Tady je fotka kde jsem ja a Roberto Moreno, jeden z mych rivald v nizSich
tfidach a v té dobé i dobry kamos.

Zkusme si predstavit, ze Ty a Mike Thackwell jste oba vstoupili do Formule 1 za
pfiznivych podminek. Mtizes trochu spekulovat o tom, jak by se to projevilo v
historickych tabulkach...existovaly by viibec ty dnes legendarni duely
Prost/Senna a Piquet/Mansell?

Kdyby moje teta méla koule, byla by muj stryc!
Po odchodu z Evropy jsi dost dlouho zil a pracoval v severni Americe. Co ti

zabranilo ukazat se v Sampionatu IndyCar? Zabyval jsi se nékdy mysSlenkou, ze
by to pro Tebe mohla byt dobra pfrilezitost dat se dohromady a zaéit znovu?

Ja jsem v Americe zacal znovu, s Formuli Ford 1600 a potom jsem vyhral deset zavodl v sérii ARS/Indy Lights. Testoval
jsem i IndyCar, ale v té dobé uz vSichni chtéli penize.

Podtitulek Tvoji knihy zni ‘NejskvélejSi zavodni jezdec, kterého jste nikdy nevidéli’. Jenze my jsme Té ve Formuli
1 vidéli, jakkoli kratce, a oba Tvé starty skoncCily havariemi bez ciziho pfi¢inéni...ne zrovna idealni prvni dojem.
Byla pri¢inou frustrace z chabych vlastnosti vozu, nebo jsi se prosté snazil az presprilis?



Jestli néco vi§ o vydavani knih...na véci jako je podtitulek nemas zadny vliv a tento pfipad neni vyjimkou...s tim jsem
nemél nic co délat. Ale ovSem, v obou zavodech, do kterych jsem se kvalifikoval, jsem vyjel z trati. Pokazdé, kdyz mé
predjizdéli o kolo...a ja jsem nebyl zvykly byt pfedjizdén o celé kolo! Dnes tu zkuSenost vyuzivam pfi u€eni mladych.

V knize se také zminujes$ o tom, Ze jsi obCas ‘nereagoval pfiméiené’ na
rizné situace, které se ¢as od ¢asu vyskytovaly. Lituje$ né¢eho?

Bylo to pfed pétatficeti lety a Zivot jde dal. MGzu jenom zopakovat, Ze ted mi
zélezi na tom, aby to, jak se spravné zachovat, védeéli moji studenti.

Sledujes Formuli 1i dnes, nebo to pro Tebe je zcela uzaviena kapitola?

Divam se na kazdy zavod.

Udélal na Tebe nékdo ze soucasnych pilotii opravdovy dojem?

Max Verstappen je kazdopadné na cesté vzhlru. Ale Vettel, Alonso, Hamilton a Bottas jsou vSichni vyjimeéni. Je to
velmi vyrovnané pole.

Od novych vlastnikil Liberty Media se dost o¢ekava, ze daji do poradku vSechno, co se za poslenich 20 let v
mistrovstvi svéta zrovna nepovedlo. A toto o¢ekavani se zda byt spoleé¢né jak pro lidi pfimo do Formule 1
zapojené, tak i pro média a fanousky. Kdyby jsi byl v pozici poradce, jaka by byla Tvoje rada?

Myslim, Zze Formule 1 tady bude jesté dlouho a zadné moje rady nejsou potfeba.

Po cela desetileti se spekulovalo o tom, co se stane az jednoho dne Bernie Ecclestone slozi svou funkci...ob¢as
Slo o témér katastrofické predpovédi. A potom ten okamzik nastal zcela jednoduse, bez velkych cavyki. Pro
nikoho ze zG¢astnénych se vlastné nic nezménilo, samoziejmé s vyjimkou samotného Mr.E. Byl pro tebe takovy
prabéh udalosti prekvapenim?

Véci se méni. Ron je pry¢ a ted' i Bernie. Formule 1 je vétSi, nez kterykoli jedinec. Bernieho jsem mél rad, zachoval se
ke mé vzdycky dobre.

Jak na Tebe plsobi moderni zavodni okruhy?

VSechny byly zruinovany. Zavody maiji byt nebezpecné! Ja si pamatuju, Ze jenom ti nejlepsi piloti v nejlepSich vozech si
troufali projet Eau Rouge ve Spa-Francorchamps na piny plyn. Ale ted to projizdi naplno kazdy.

Dnes se zivis u€enim a vycvikem jinych profesionalnich jezdcli na zavodni trati Mid-Ohio. Jak Té takova prace
naplhuje?

Jsem ted v zivoté opravdu spokojen. U&im riizné stupné
od zacate€nikl az po vysoce vykonnostni, i¢astnim se
podnikovych akci a riznych zavodud. Kromé Skoly na
Mid-Ohio mam dalsi projekt s diablodrifter.com.

Vidis tam néjaky pfirozeny talent, na ktery bychom
se v blizké budoucnosti méli zamérit?

To ne. Je tézké nékoho objevit, tady v Americe je
spousta raznych sérii.

Prost nebo Senna?
Sennal

Nakonec, zapomél jsem se na néco zeptat?

Myslim, Ze jsi to docela zvladnul.



