Without exception, all serious drivers in all international single-seater categories have honed their talent and
reactions in go-karts, already from the pre-school age. Without exception? Think again: Tom Beckhéauser, the only
Czech in Formula 4, has skipped this part altogether, and with astonishing confidence jumped straight into the
cockpit of a single-seater at the age of 18. Without any prior driving experience, he chose the competitive German
Championship, no less. This is his unconventional story, as documented by Roman Klemm during a meeting at the
Red Bull Ring.

R.K. Before the first race at the Oschersleben, you were a complete unknown not only in Germany, but
also in the Czech Republic. What did you do before stepping into motorsport?

T.B. Yes, | am not a rookie just in Formula 4, but in motorsport as such. Unlike all my rivals, | never did go-karts,
which is a considerable disadvantage, of course. | never raced in any other car either. All | did was a run of ‘speed
tests’ with Ford Fiesta...

...and then overnight you decided to be a race car driver?

Well, it wasn’t completely sudden. | have followed and enjoyed motorsport for some time. It just never occurred to
anybody that | might try it myself. Then, together with my dad, we decided to look around what possibilities exist for
me to get started. Father knows Antonin Charouz, who has a lot of experience with motorsport, so we took his
advice. That meant that he basically became my manager and arranged contacts with Peter Micke and Cram
Motorsport.

Let’s face it, you are 18 and challenging opponents who have about ten years of experience in go-karts
and small single seaters. How
do you intend to catch-up?

| try to drive as often as | possibly
can. In a simulator and on track.
In the next few days | will have
some tests in Most. Fortunately,
both my parents support me fully
and travel with me to all the races.

Apropos support. Formula 4 is
the lowest junior category, but
it does not mean that it comes
cheap. Do you have any
sponsors?

Father represents the fashion
label ‘Camp David’ in the Czech
Republic and for now the support
comes from him.

In such circumstances it must not be easy to set pragmatic goals. What are yours?

At the moment | want to spend as much time as possible in the cockpit, gather experience, learn and improve.
Hopefully | would be able to erase the deficit of my missing go-kart career. | want to come back to the track each
day knowing that | am a better driver than | was yesterday. Long term, | want to reach the top of motorsport. | have
just graduated from high school in May and since then all my energy goes into becoming professional racing
driver...right now, there is no plan B.

What is your greatest success thus far?

My approach to the third race at Lausitzring. Before that, | was just hanging on trying to stay in touch. But there |
was really racing. | had a nice duel with Laurin Heinrich, which was a big step in my progress.

On the other hand, what has surprised you the most?
Well, everything here is new and surprising for me. How the team functions with many different people working

together and how the entire sporting event unfolds. But | am blown away by how competitive this series is. Each
tenth of a second counts!



So how did you prepare for your first season?

| took part in Team Miicke test programme in Imola, Vallelunga and Adria at the end of 2016. Just before the first
race | did some practice laps at Oschersleben. | have a simulator at home and am using it diligently. Honza (Jan)
Charouz helps me out as well and has become my de-facto driving coach. He travels with me to most of the races.

Without doubt, Miicke Motorsport is among the best teams in Europe. How did they welcome such a
greenhorn to their ranks?

In the beginning | really have felt out of place. But as time goes by, they accept me more, as do others. My
engineer is the former racer Ralf Druckemdiller. | ask him about absolutely everything and slowly, my lap times are
getting closer to the rest.

Your teammates Lirim Zendeli and Sophia FI6rsch are among the title favorites this year. What kind of
relationship do you have with them?

| have best relationship with Zendeli and Oliver Séderstrom from Sweden. We openly discuss everything and
anything. Don’t have any problem with Sophia either. It helps to be fluent in German...my dad is from Magdeburg
and came to live in the Czech Republic 20 years ago.
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Do you think that you are approaching the full potential of the car?

Of course not. But the telemetry starts revealing that | am taking certain corners near the optimum.

So, what trajectory should your career take from now on?

This will definitely be a learning year. Beginning with Vallelunga, | will also compete in the Italian Championship
with Cram. Next year | want to regularly score points. Everybody around me seems to be pleasantly surprised by

my progress. The big dream is of course Formula 1. | believe that Czech economy is strong enough to provide
sufficient domestic sponsorship...if my results will merit adequate attention.
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VSichni soucasni $pickovi piloti vS§ech mezinarodnich formulovych tfid cviCili svij talent a reakce bez vyjimky jiz od
predskolniho véku v motokéréch. Bez vyjimky? Ne tak tplné: Jediny Cech ve Formuli 4, Tom Beckh&user, tuto fazi
zcela vynechal a s neuvéritelnou sebedlvérou skocil v 18 letech bez jakékoli pfedchazejici motoristické pripravy
do kokpitu monopostu...a rovnou v silné obsazeném némeckém mistrovstvi. Toto je jeho nekonvenéni pribéh, jak
ho béhem setkani na Red Bull Ringu zaznamenal Roman Klemm.

R.K. Pfed prvnim zavodem Formule 4 v Oscherslebenu jsi byl jak v Cechach, tak i v Némecku zcela
neznamy. Co jsi délal pred debutem v motorismu?

T.B. Ano, nejsem absolutnim zacate¢nikem pouze ve Formuli 4, ale v motoristickém sportu viibec. Oproti vSem
mym soupefim jsem motokary vynechal, coZ je pochopitelné ohromna nevyhoda. Ani opravdovy zavod s
automobily jsem nikdy pfedtim neabsolvoval. Zuc¢astnil jsem se jen nékolika jakychsi ‘rychlostnich zkousek’ s
Fordem Fiesta...

...a pak Té pres noc prosté napadlo stat se zavodnikem?

Nebylo to az tak z ni¢eho nic. Motorsport mé vzdycky bavil a horlivé jsem ho sledoval. Dlouho ale nikoho z nas
nenapadlo, Ze bych to mohl sam zkusit za volantem. Spole¢né s tatou jsme se pak rozhodli se poohlédnout, kde a
jak bych mohl zagit. Tata se zna s Antoninem Charouzem, ktery ma v motorsportu bohaté zku$enosti...tak jsme si
od né&j nechali poradit. Tim se zaroven stal prakticky mym manazerem a zprostfedkoval kontakty k tymim Petera
Muckeho a Cram Motorsport.

Takze, je Ti uz 18 a musiS se mérit s jezdci, ktefi maji kolem deseti let zkuSenosti v motokarach nebo
formulkach. Jak chces tuto ztratu dohnat?

]

T | Snazim se jezdit tak ¢asto, jak to jen jde.
' v Na simulatoru a i na trati. V Mosté budu v
pristich dnech testoval starSi formulku.
Mam to Stésti, ze mé oba rodice naplno
podporuji a jezdi se mnou ke vSem
zavodim.

Apropos podpora. Formule 4 je sice
nejnizsi juniorska trida, ale i ta stoji
velké penize. Mas néjaké sponzory?

Otec v Cechéach zastupuje médni znagku
‘Camp David’ a podpora zatim prichazi
od ngj.

Za takovych okolnosti jisté neni
jednoduché si ustanovit realné cile.

il Jak vypadaji?

Momentalné chci stravit co nejvice ¢asu v kokpitu, sbirat zkuSenosti, ucit se a zlepSovat. Na zakladé toho pak co
nejrychleji srovnat nevyhodu chybéjici kariéry v motokarach. Chci mit sam pocit, Ze ve srovnani s pfedeSlym dnem
se na trat’ vzdycky vracim jako leps$i jezdec. Mym dlouhodobym cilem je dostat se v motorsportu az do nejvyssich
tfid. V kvétnu jsem odmaturoval a od té doby se naplno soustfedim na profesionalni kariéru zavodnika...jiny plan
ted nemam.

Co povazujes za svlj doposud nejvétsi uspéch?

To, jak jsem byl schopen pojmout tfeti zavod na Lausitzringu. Pfedtim jsem jen jezdil a snazil se drzet ostatni v
dohledu. Od toho zavodu jsem ale zacal i opravdu zavodit. Mél jsem hezky souboj s Laurinem Heinrichem, coz byl
v mém vyvoji velky krok kupfedu.

Co Té naopak ve svété mezinarodniho motorsportu nejvice prekvapilo?

Vlastné vSechno je tu pro mé nové a prekvapujici. Jak funguje stdj, jak v ni lidé spolupracuji, jak se odviji cely
sportovni podnik. Zvlasté mé ohromila neuvéfitelna vyrovnanost v tomto mistrovstvi. Jde opravdu o desetinky!

Jak vypadala Tvoje priprava na prvni sezonu?
Koncem roku 2016 jsem se zucastnil testd tymu Mucke v Imole, Vallelunze a Adrii. Také v Oscherslebenu jsme

jesté tésné pred prvnim zavodem trénovali. Doma mam simulator na kterém pilné cvi¢im. Pomaha mi pfi tom
Honza Charouz. Je ted de-facto mym sportovnim kou¢em a doprovazi mé i k vétsiné zavodu.



Mucke Motorsport je jisté jednim z nejlepSich tymui v Evropé. Jak Té, coby absolutniho zelenace, mezi
sebe pfijali?

Ze zadatku jsem si tu pfipadal skute¢n& jako mimozemstan. Cim déle u nich jezdim, tim vice mé berou vazné,
stejné jako ostatni. Mym inZzenyrem je byvaly zavodnik Ralf Druckemiller. Ptdm se ho doslova na vSechno a
postupné se mi dafi pfiblizit se ¢asim ostatnich.

Tvi tymovi kolegové Lirim Zendeli a Sophia Flérsch do sezony 2017 nastoupili jako favorité na titul. Jak
s nimi vychazis?

Rozumim si pfedevéim se Zendelim a Svédem Soderstromem. Oteviené se o véem bavime. Ani se Sophii nemam
problém. Je to i diky mé perfektni némciné...tata pochazi z Magdeburgu a v Cechach Zzije 20 let.

Myslis, ze jsi se jiz dostal k hranici vykonnosti vozu?

Ne, to jisté ne. Telemetrie ale prozrazuje, Ze se v nékterych zata¢kach uz hodné pfiblizuji k optimu.

Jak by se Tva kariéra méla vyvijet dal?

LetoSek beru opravdu jen jako zau¢ovaci rok. Od Vallelungy pojedu za staj Cram i italsky Sampionat. PFisti rok chci
pravidelné bojovat o bodované pozice. VSichni kolem jsou pfijemné pfekvapeni, jak rychle se dokazu zlepSovat.

Mym velkym snem je samoziejmé& Formule 1. Ceské hospodarstvi povazuji za dost silné k tomu, abych doma
nalezl potfebné sponzory...pokud si moje vysledky zaslouzZi jejich pozornost.



