In the late 1990s, Salzburg’s own Robert Lechner was thought of as the next best Austrian prospect to graduate to
Formula 1. Today, the 38-year old, together with his brother Walter, run their own racing outfit that will compete in
2016 German and Italian Formula 4 Championships. The team has just moved to its new and ultra-modern facility
in Thalgau, near the Salzburgring circuit. This investment should begin to write a new chapter to the already
successful story of Lechner Racing. In March, Lechner sat down with his one-time Formula Ford rival Roman
Klemm to discuss his career, future plans, and motorsport in general.

R.K. | would like to split this conversation into two sections: ‘Robert Lechner the Driver and ‘Robert
Lechner Team Manager and Entrepreneur’. From the 1970s into the 1990s, your father Walter Lechner Sr
featured among the top European racing drivers. | still remember the Austrian TV broadcast from
Osterreichring, where after a victory in the Interserie he stands on the podium not only holding a trophy,
but also both his boys. Was the career path therefore laid out for you and your brother Walter Jr well in
advance? Was there any pressure coming from your dad?

R.L. Motorsport definitely was part of our lives that we felt every day. Dad was always travelling and was
successful, so we were quite popular among the school friends. The fact that our house was frequented by
motorsport personalities like Roland Ratzenberger or the current Toro Roso boss Franz Tost did not register as
anything special in our minds. Every now and then, Roland (who was killed behind the wheel of Formula 1 Simtec
Ford in Imola 1994) even helped out as our babysitter! As far as pressure...there was none. Not at all...zero. Quite
the opposite, actually. From my current perspective | have to say that it would have been better, if our father took
the initiative to steer us toward the world of motorsport earlier and firmer. | never had a go-kart, for example, and in
the garages at the races | used to envy the other kids who were whizzing around on their monkey-bikes. Dad was
and continues to be a realist, who knew the sport better than most, and was acutely aware of how expensive and
dangerous it can be.

Your father was European Formula-V Champion, Interserie Champion, Le Mans competitor, and owner of
his own racing team. Surely you must have been aware that your household is not completely routine?

As | have already said...it was normal for me. Of course, sometimes | felt pride. For example in Czechoslovakia,
where the Interserie races were attended by enormous crowds...hundreds of thousands! When we arrived at the
Hotel Murom in Most, hundreds of fans already waited there and swarmed my dad with autograph and sticker
requests. | just thought that my father was like a rockstar! Nonetheless, another memory that stuck in my mind is
the terrible border crossing. We had to wait forever, there was barbed wire, machine guns... | just sunk into my
seat and felt frightened. Even the mind of a child recognized that something was not right there. By the way,
Interserie was paying very well in those days, but under Czechoslovak law, the money could not be taken out of



the country. So me and Walter...all our toys were Czech made. | distinctly remember Barum air mattress, and our
kitchen was full of Czech chinaware. Dad had to spend that money somehow...

So how did it happen that you started racing as well?

Dad had his own racing school at the Osterreichring, where we could help out during school holidays...which
meant cleaning the shop and washing the cars. Walter Penker operated his own go-kart track there, and one day
let us drive around for fun. Franz Wurz (father of driver and GPDA Chairman Alexander) took my dad to the side
and persuaded him to let me race in few upcoming events. This was 1991, and | did reasonably well in a borrowed
kart, which led to more racing and success at the national level during 1992 to 1994. The technical side was cared
for by a friend, and my mom or grandfather had to drive me to the races. Dad was busy elsewhere and came to
see me only once a year, just to check how | was doing. He did not want to get involved, really...his background
was not go-karts and he basically did not know that scene. Quite simply, he was cast from a different mold than the
likes of Senna or Schumacher.

Then you graduated to single-seaters in 1995...

Yes, and Alex Wurz was the key factor in that. He is one of the graduates of our racing school, together with Stefan
Bellof or Christian Klien, for example. Back then, | thought that he was totally cool. Champion in Formula Ford, had
his own car, girlfriend...| was mesmerized and wanted the same thing! Dad thought that | was doing alright and
agreed to support me for one season. Then, at the end of the year, we would sit down, look at the results and
decide on what to do next. And the results came right away. | won the Austrian Championship and late in the
season went to Brands Hatch, where | beat Bas Leinders and won the European Championship race. The next day
| entered the Formula Ford Festival, which is sort of World Championship for this class, and finished 4th behind
Mark Webber. Before we left England, Ralph Firman Sr (another father of former F1 driver) of Van Diemen Cars
offered me a factory car for the next year’s British Championship. Mark Webber would have been my teammate.

The next few years belonged to Robert Lechner. You won the Austrian Formula Ford title again, then
stronger Formula Renault Germany, and in 1998 became the vice-Champion in the prestigious German
Formula 3 series. The future was clear: F-3000 and finally Formula 1. Yet, we never saw you in a Grand
Prix, so what went wrong?

After the 1998 season, | had multiple offers from F-3000 and some opportunities for testing in Formula 1.
Mercedes and Opel wanted me for DTM. Messages also came from big managers, such as Schumacher’'s Willi
Webber, Peter Cramer, or WWP, who all wanted to sign me to a contract. | brushed them all off...and none ever
called back. At the time, my father thought that it is all unfolding too fast. | was just this skinny kid and he wanted to
protect me from the perils lurking around in the big world. Must say | understand that now. So | stayed in Formula 3
for another season. As vice-Champion, | was obviously a favorite and now | also had big sponsors and lots of
media attention...and expectation. The amount of pressure surprised me and kept growing even bigger! In that
situation, only the title would do...and | did not win it. Although in 1999 | was faster and better than ever before, |
also had several
accidents and that
determined

everything. At the end
of the vyear, | was
hoping to smooth
things out with a good
result in Macau. | was
in second place
behind Jenson Button
when I crashed
again...yet, it was right
there that | proved to
myself that | was a top

driver. Despite
another crash in
qualifying, I still

posted 3rd fastest
time and had good
pace in the race. But
no matter how well |
was driving, almost
nobody could see
anything beyond my
accident.




Like Ratzenberger, Ralf Schumacher, or Eddie Irvine before, you decided to spend a year in Japan.

| had two options for 2000. Either F-3000 or Japanese Formula 3. Dad wanted me to go to F-3000 and | tested for
Super Nova and Astromega at Jerez. My teammate with Astromega was young Fernando Alonso. And this
Spanish youngster was very fast...I had to admit that he was better than me. But that was naive, | know now that
he simply had to be quicker, because he knew the track very well, while it was brand new to me. In any case, |
chose Japan. There were more compelling reasons for that, though. Boss of the TOM’s Toyota factory team liked
me and talked to me already in Macau. A contract with him meant that | would finally be able to get paid. Besides, |
wanted to show everybody that | can succeed without my father’s help. Well, and | simply wanted to be a factory
team driver away from the European media.

But your Japanese plan did not work out as intended...

Not quite. | was still winning races, but far away from Europe...and before the internet era that proved to be a
significant problem. News regarding my results were not visible here and any success | have achieved was in this
regard de facto worthless. In the beginning, | was roommates with Alex Yoong, but | never got used to the
language and cultural differences. They still wanted to sign me for the Nippon F-3000 and GT Championships, but
after one year | decided to come back home. However, the world of motorsports has short memory, and | soon
realized that here | no longer had any sponsors or a manager.

In retrospect, what do you see as the defining error in management and planning of your career?

I should have capitalized on my success in 1998. | should have gone to DTM and sign Formula 1 testing contract
alongside. | believe that back then, my sponsor A1 Telecom would have been able to secure all that. Also, | should
not have managed myself. That is best done by professionals with important connections and experience. Well, it
always seems more obvious when looking back...

Later you managed to fight back and reach the top in GT and SportsCar racing.

| really had nothing going on at all, when one day former Lechner Racing mechanic, then running the MIS team in
V8-Star series, asked me to substitute for one race here at the Salzburgring, because his regular driver fell ill. |
was happy to oblige...and won the race ahead of Johnny Cecotto! That was a breakthrough. | got an offer from
Zakspeed and drove for them in V8-Star for the next two years alongside former F1 driver Pedro Lamy. Those cars
had great sound and | was winning again. Those two years with Zakspeed were the best of my entire racing
career!

Single best moment of that career?

The win in the 24-hours Nurburgring in 2002. We won together with Pedro Lamy and Peter Zakowski driving a
Dodge Viper. And it is special to be able to celebrate with your colleagues.

And the moment of greatest sorrow?

I have to think about that one. Well, | remember the evening in Suzuka hotel during my first race weekend in
Japan. | was missing three-tenths on the fastest cars and had no clue how to gain them. | felt really lonely and
powerless. For a moment, | really felt sorry for myself and wondered what am | doing here at all?

Which brings us to the second part of this interview: Robert Lechner, Team Owner, manager and
instructor.

| drove my last race for Aston Martin at the Nirburgring in 2008 with my good buddy Toma$ Enge. But already in
2005, myself and my brother founded a PR agency that specialized in certain presentations. Part of it was our
involvement in putting together and running the Mini-Cooper Challenge. At that time, we had no plans to establish
our own racing team, however. As the company grew, we were approached by Polish lubricant company in 2012
with an offer of joint entry for the Porsche Supercup. We had a lot of success there from 2013 to 2015.

How is the cooperation between brothers Lechner going?
One of our co-workers defined it perfectly when she said that Robert is the software of the company and Walter is
the hardware. | have a degree in economics, so my role is to take care of finances and marketing. Walter is in

charge of logistics and the technical side.

You have just moved into new headquarters here near Salzburgring. How many employees does Lechner
Racing have and what are your plans for 20167



We want to go back to our roots and therefore will field three cars in German and Italian Formula 4. Our drivers
Michael Waldherr, Yannik Brandt and Tommy Preining all graduated from Lechner Racing School and have great
potential. We have 17 full-time employees, but next to the racing team we also maintain the racing school and a
consultancy firm.

What differences do you see between Formula 4 and junior categories of your era 20 years ago?

In principle, drivers today make the same mistakes as back then, so nothing has changed there. But | have to say
that today it is lot more competitive. Everybody is coming to single-seaters from go-karts and in this sense, they
are all experienced racers already. The environment has changed as well. In my time, all these managers,
coaches and physiotherapists simply did not exist.

How do you choose your drivers?

We get about 15 requests from people looking for a race seat every week. First we talk on the phone, and invite
those who we feel are the most promising to our factory for a face-to-face meeting. Then we evaluate the entire
picture, not least the financial aspect, because a season in Formula 4 today requires a budget of 300000 Euro. We
are also building a modern simulator, but the bottom line is that all our drivers must first graduate from our racing
school.

This new complex is the cornerstone of assurance that your organization’s success continues in the
future. What are your plans for the next several years?

| can certainly see Lechner Racing in DTM and the next big goal would be Le Mans. Then there still is this thing
called Formula 1. Although | have never made it as a driver, | am convinced that | will get there through
management and administration sectors. | know that with my contacts and experience there is a lot | can achieve
there. It is funny that today, one of the managers of Mercedes AMG is Toto Wolf, another student at Walter
Lechner Racing School. The most important thing | have learned through my 25 years in motorsports is the fact
that there is only one path to success, and it requires optimizing the combination of talent, connections, and
sensible decision making...
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Koncem devadesatych let platil Robert Lechner ze Salzburgu za nejvétsi rakouskou nadéji pro Formuli 1. Dnes
vede osmatficetilety Lechner spoleéné s bratrem Walterem viastni zavodni staj, ktera letos nastoupi v némeckém
a italském Sampionatu Formule 4. Cely tym se teprve pfed mésicem nastéhoval do novych hypermodernich
prostor v obci Thalgau, nedaleko okruhu Salzburgring. Tato investice se ma postarat o dal$i kapitolu v uz tspésné
historii Lechner Racing. V brfeznu pohovoril Lechner se svym byvalym soupefem z Formule Ford, Romanem
Klemmem, o své kariére, planech a motorsportu vibec.

R.K. Rad bych nas rozhovor rozdélil na dvé ¢asti: zaprvé ‘Robert Lechner Zavodnik’ a pak ‘Robert Lechner
Séf Tymu a Podnikatel’. Tvij otec, Walter Lechner senior, patfil od poloviny sedmdesatych az hluboko do
devadesatych let k zavodnické elité Evropy. Jesté dnes se mi pred o€ima vybavuji obrazky rakouské
televize, kde po vitézstvi v zavodé Interserie na Osterreichringu nedrzi v naruéi jen pohary, ale i své dva
chlapce. Byla tedy Tvoje kariéra a kariéra Tvého bratra Waltera juniora jaksi predznamenana? Byli jste
vystavéni otcové tlaku?

R.L. S motorsportem jsme vyrlstali. Byli jsme ve stfedu jeho viru. Tata byl pofad s uspéchem na cestach a
kamaradi ve Skole o tom se mnou samoziejmé radi mluvili. To, ze u nas doma bézné prochazely velké osobnosti
sportu, jako Roland Ratzenberger nebo dnesni $éf staje Toro Rosso Franz Tost pro nas ale bylo zcela normalni.
Roland (ktery v Imole 1994 zahynul za volantem vozu Formule 1 Simtek Ford) dokonce ob&as smél byt nasi
chlvou! Co se tyce tlaku...ne, nebyl na nas tlak. Vibec ne...prosté nula. SpiSe obracené. Z dnesniho hlediska
musim podotknout, Ze by asi tenkrat bylo lepsi, kdyby nas tata do motoristického sportu nasméroval mnohem dfive
a silngji. Nikdy jsem napfiklad nemél vlastni motokaru a na zavodech v depu jezdcli jsem zavidél jinym détem,
které se smély prohanét na Monkey-Biku. MUj otec ale byl a je realista, ktery tento sport znal 1épe, nez mnozi
ostatni a pfesné védél, Ze je nejen drahy, ale i nebezpecny.

Tvij otec byl mistrem Evropy Formule-V, Sampion Intersérie, i¢astnik 24h Le Mans a majitel vlastniho
tymu. Muselo Té pireci napadnout, ze se kolem Tebe déje néco zvlastniho?

Jak jsem jiz fekl...pro mé to byla normélka. Jisté, byly tu pfilezitosti, kdy jsem citil zvlastni hrdost. Napfiklad v
Ceskoslovensku. Zavody Intersérie tam tehdy na ochozy prilakaly statisice divakd. Kdyz jsme v Mosté pfijeli pred
hotel Murom, tak tam jiz ¢ekaly stovky fand(l na autogramy a nalepky. Kdyz se pak vrhli na tatu, tak jsem si myslel,
Ze je jako rockova hvézda! Na druhé strané si dodnes dobfe pamatuji na ty strasné hranice. Dlouho jsme museli
na néco Cekat, vSude byly ostnaté draty, samopaly...krCil jsem se v auté a mél jsem hrozny strach. Uz jako dité
jsem tusil, ze tady néco nebylo v pofadku. Ach, a pfi tom mé napada, Ze v Intersérii se tehdy daly vyhrat pékné
penize. Jen je nikdo nesmél z Ceskoslovenska vyvézt. Proto jsme méli s Walterem doma témef vyluéné &eské
hra¢ky. Pamatuji si na matracky Barum a kuchyn plnou ¢eského cibulaku! Za néco tata ty penize utratit musel...

Jak se tedy nakonec udalo, ze jsi za¢al zavodit i Ty?

Tata mél na Osterreichringu zavodnickou $kolu a b&hem prazdnin jsme tam s Walterem sméli vzdy par tydnd
pomahat...tedy uklizet dilny a pucovat auta. Walter Penker tam tehdy vedl motokarovou drdhu a jednoho dne néas
nechal jen tak z legrace jet. Franz Wurz (otec pilota a pfedsedy GPDA Alexandra) si pak vzal tatu stranou a navrhl
mu, aby mé v malém ramci nechal zavodit. Roku 1991 jsem tedy jel par klubovych zavodd. Motokaru nam pujcil
znamy. Ved| jsem si celkem dobfe, protoze jsem pak v letech 1992 az 1994 slavil Uuspéchy v narodnim
Sampionatu. Po technické strance se ale o mé staral pofad jesté ten znamy a k zavodim mé vozila mama, nebo
déda. Tata mél dost své vlastni prace a podivat se pfidel jen jednou za rok, aby si udélal obrazek o mém vyvoiji.
Nechtél se do toho michat, protoZe sam nepfichazel z motokarové scény a nevyznal se tam pfiliS dobfe. Prosté
nebyl ze stejného tésta jako generace Sennd a Schumacheru.

Od roku 1995 jsi pak postoupil do monopostii...

Ano, a i tentokrat hral Alex Wurz kli¢ovou roli. Byl jednim z absolventd tatovy zavodnické Skoly, stejné tak jako
napfiklad i Stefan Bellof nebo Christian Klien. V mych o€ich byl Alex hrozné ‘cool’. Byl mistrem Formule Ford, mél
vlastni auto, pfitelkyni...to mi moc ucarovalo a chtél jsem to také! Tata byl s mym vyvojem spokojen a rozhodl se,
Ze mé na jednu sezonu podpofi. Na konci roku jsme pak chtéli zhodnotit vysledky a rozhodnout, jak pokracovat
dal. Vysledky byly vyborné. Stal jsem se hned rakouskym mistrem a koncem sezony jsem dokonce pfed Bas
Leindersem v Brands Hatch vyhral zavod mistrovstvi Evropy. PFisti den jsem tam nastoupil do Festivalu Formule
Ford, jakéhosi svétového Sampionatu této tfidy a dojel jsem za Markem Webberem &tvrty. Jesté v Anglii mi $éf Van
Diemenu, Ralph Firman (dal§i otec byvalého pilota F1) nabidl pro pFisti rok bezplatné tovarni vz pro britské
mistrovstvi. Webber mél byt maj tymovy kolega.

Je znamo, ze pristi léta byl Robert Lechner k vidéni vSude. Opét jsi se stal mistrem rakouské Formule
Ford, pak Sampionem silnéjSi Formule Renault v Némecku, a roku 1998 jsi byl vicemistrem prestizniho
mezinarodniho némeckého Sampionatu Formule 3. Tvé cile se jasné rysovaly na obzoru: Formule 3000 a
koneéné Formule 1. Na startu Grand Prix jsme Té ale nikdy nevidéli. Kde se stala chyba?



Po sezoné 1998 jsem mél hned nékolik nabidek ohledné prestupu do F-3000 a moznosti testd Formule 1.
Mercedes a Opel se mnou chtéli jednat o vstupu do DTM. Ozvaly se mi i velké manazerské skupiny jako
Schumacherdv Willi Weber, Peter Cramer, nebo WWP a chtéli se mnou sepsat smlouvu. VSem jsem ale odrekl...a
oni se uz podruhé neozvali. Tata byl ale pfesvédcen, Ze je to vSechno pfili§ brzy. Byl jsem tenkrat takovy malicky
huberiourek a on mé chtél chranit pfed nastrahami velkého svéta. Dobfe tomu dnes rozumim. Zustal jsem tedy
dal8i rok ve Formuli 3. Jako vicemistr minulé sezony jsem platil za favorita. Mé&li jsme velké sponzory a i média
méla zajem a jista oCekavani. Tlak byl obrovsky a prekvapilo mé&, ze s ¢asem jesté rostl! V takové pozici by mi
pomohl jen titul...a ten jsem bohuzel nevyhral. Pfestoze jsem v roce 1999 byl rychlejsi a lepSi nez kdy predtim, mél
jsem nékolik nehod, které rozhodly. Koncem sezony jsem doufal, ze v8echno vyzZehlim dobrym vysledkem v
Macau. Byl jsem zrovna druhy za Jenson Buttonem, kdyz jsem zase vlétl do bariéry...bylo to ale pravé tam, kde
jsem si sam sobé definitivné potvrdil, Ze jsem Spickovy jezdec. V kvalifikaci jsem mél také nehodu, presto jsem
docilil tfetiho nejrychlejsiho ¢asu a v zavodé jsem drzel vysoké tempo. VétSina pozorovatell byla ale tak povrchni,
Zze muj celkovy vykon kvuli t¢ nehodé v zavodu zapadl.

Sel jsi pak, tak jako predtim Ratzenberger, Ralf Schumacher, nebo Eddie Irvine na rok do Japonska.

Pro ro¢nik 2000 jsem mél dvé moznosti. Bud postup do F-3000, nebo Japonskou Formuli 3. Tata mé tlacil smérem
k F-3000 a dokonce jsem v Jerezu testoval pro tymy Super Nova a Astromega. U Astromegy tam byl mym
tymovym kolegou mlady Fernando Alonso. Tenhle Spanélsky mladik byl neuvéfiteln& rychly a v nitru duse jsem
uznal, ze je lepSi, nez ja. Bylo to naivni. Dnes je mi jasné, ze prosté rychlejsi byt musel...cely rok na té trati jezdil,
zatimco pro mne byla UpIné nova. Nicméné jsem se rozhodl pro Japonsko. Mé&lo to vice davod(. Séf tovarniho
tymu TOM’s-Toyota mi jednoznacné véfil a oslovil mé uz v Macau. Smlouva s nim znamenala, Ze jsem kone¢né
mohl sportem vydélavat penize. Mimo to jsem chtél vSem dokazat, Ze to zvladnu i sam...bez taty. No a také jsem
chtél prosté byt tovarnim jezdcem daleko od Evropskych médii.

Tvaj Japonsky plan ale nevysel...

Ne uUplné. Dokazal jsem sice i tam vyhravat zavody, byl jsem ale pfiliS daleko od Evropy. Coz se pfed érou
internetu projevilo jako velky problém. Zpravy o mych vysledcich zde nebyly moc dobfe viditelné, moje uspéchy
tedy v tomto sméru byly de facto bezcenné. Ze zacatku jsem tam bydlel spole¢né s Alexem Yoongem, s jejich feci
a kulturou jsem se ale néjak nedokazal sblizit. Nabidli mi sice, abych zUstal a jezdil jejich Nippon F-3000 a GT, po
roce jsem se ale rozhodl, ze se vratim domu. Svét motorsportu je ovSem velmi zapométlivy a po mém navratu
jsem si brzy uvédomil, Ze jsem se tu ocitl bez sponzort a bez manazera.

Co tedy retrospektivné vidis jako rozhodujici chybu v planovani své kariéry?



Mél jsem Iépe vyuzit tu vinu Gspéchu sezony 1998. Mél jsem tehdy prestoupit do DTM a vedle toho vzit program
testovani Formule 1. Myslim, ze by to mUj tehdejSi sponzor, telefonni spole€¢nost A1, finan¢né zafidil. Také jsem se
nemél manazovat sam. Mél jsem to pfenechat profesionalim s dulezitymi vztahy a zkuSenostmi. Zpétné je ¢lovék
vzdy chytiejsi...

Pozdéji jsi se ale preci jen dokazal vypracovat mezi Spi¢ku jezdcu GT a sportovnich vozi.

Nemél jsem opravdu nic v ruce, kdyz mé jednoho dne oslovil byvaly mechanik Lechner Racingu. Jeho tym MIS
potfeboval pro zavod serialu V8-Star nahradu pro zavod tady na Salzburgringu, protoze jejich jezdec onemocnél.
Rad jsem tedy zaskocil...a ten zavod jsem pred Johnny Cecottem vyhrall Znamenalo to maj pralom. Pro pfisti dva
roky jsem dostal smlouvu s tymem Zakspeed a jezdil jsem za né ve V8-Star spolecné s byvalym pilotem F1 Pedro
Lamym. Auta méla senzacni zvuk a znovu jsem vyhraval. Tyhle dva roky u Zakspeed byly nejlepSi z celé moji
zavodnické kariéry!

Pokud by jsi mél vybrat nejhez¢i okamzik té kariéry?

Tak bych vybral vitézstvi pfi Ctyfiadvacetihodinovce na Nurburgringu roku 2002. Vyhrali jsme spole¢né s Pedro
Lamym a Peter Zakowskim na Dodge Viper. A je to zvlasté pékné, kdyz se muzes radovat s kolegy.

A okamzik nejvétsiho zarmutku?

Tak to musim opravdu hodné dlouho pfemyslet. Ano, vzpominam si na jeden vecer v hotelu v Suzuce béhem
mého prvniho zavodniho vikendu v Japonsku. Na nejrychlejs$i vozy mi chybély tfi desetiny a ja nemél tuseni, kde je
najit. Citil jsem se tehdy hrozné sam a bezradny. O&i mi zvlhly a ptal jsem se, jestli to nebyla chyba, Ze jsem se
tam vubec vydal?

Cimz bychom dospéli ke druhé éasti rozhovoru: Robert Lechner, majitel tymu, manazer a instruktor.

Muj posledni zavod jsem jel roku 2008 na Nurburgringu za Aston Martin, spoleéné s mym dobrym kamarddem
TomaSem Enge. Uz v roce 2005 jsme ale s brachou zalozili PR agenturu, kter4 se specializovala na rizné
prezentace a akce. Jednou takovou akci byl nd$ podil na provedeni a organizaci Sampionatu Mini-Cooper
Challenge. Konkrétni plany ohledné zalozZeni viastni staje jsme tehdy ale je$té neméli. Firma se dost dobfe vyvijela
a v 1été roku 2012 nas oslovil jeden polsky olejarsky koncern, zda bychom s nim nechtéli nastoupit do Porsche
Supercup. V letech 2013 az 2015 jsme tam slavili onromné Uspéchy.

Jak vypada délba
prace mezi bratry
Lechnerovymi?

Jedna z naSich
spolupracovnic  to
velmi vystizné
definovala: Robert
je software podniku
a Walter hardware.
Jako  vystudovany
ekonom se staram
predevsim o]
financni stranku a
marketing. Walter je
odpovédny za
logostiku a techniku.

Zrovna jste se
prestéhovali do
vaseho nového
‘hlavniho stanu’ u
Salzburgringu.

Kolik zaméstnanct
m& ted Lechner
Racing a jaky je
vas program
sezony 20167




Chtéli bychom se vratit zpatky ke kofenim a proto pojedeme se tfemi vozy Formuli 4 v Némecku a Italii. Nasi
jezdci Michael Waldherr, Yannik Brandt a Tommy Preining vSichni prosli nasi zavodnickou $kolou a maji velky
potencial. Mame 17 pevnych zameéstnancu a mimo zavodni stdje dale vedeme i nasi $kolu a konzultaéni agenturu.

Jaké vidis rozdily mezi dnesni Formuli 4 a dorosteneckymi Sampionaty Tvé éry pred dvaceti lety?

V zasadé délaji jezdci dnes ty stejné chyby jako tenkrat. V tom ohledu se tedy nic nezménilo. Musim ale pfiznat, Ze
dnes vladne mnohem vétsi vyrovnanost. VSichni pfichazeji do monopostd z motokar a jsou tedy do zna¢né miry jiz
ostfilenymi zavodniky. Také okoli se hodné zménilo. Za mého Casu jesté neexistovali vSichni ti manazefi, trenéfi a
physioterapeulti.

Jakym zpusobem vybirate vase jezdce?

Tydné se u nas hlasi kolem patnacti zajemcl o kokpit. Po telefonickém rozhovoru ty nejslibnéjsi pozveme k nam.
V osobnim pohovoru si pak udélame celkovy obrazek, protoZze se nesmi opomenout ani finaéni stranka véci.
Rozpocet na jednu sezonu Formule 4 se pohybuje kolem 300.000 Euro. Stavime i moderni simulator, v zasadé je
to ale tak, Ze kdo chce za Lechner Racing zavodit, musi pfedem projit nasi Skolou.

Stavbou nového komplexu jste polozili zaklad k pokracovani iuspésné budoucnosti Vasi organizace. Jaké
jsou Vase plany pro pristich nékolik let?

Doved! bych si Lechner Racing docela dobfe predstavit v DTM. Nasim dal8im velkym cilem je nastoupit v Le
Mans. No a pak je tu pofad jesté i Formule 1. Jako pilot jsem se tam sice nedostal, jsem si ale jisty, Ze to dokazu v
oblasti vedeni a administrace. S mymi zkuSenostmi a kontakty tam mohu jisté hodné dokazat. Za GUvahu mozna
stoji to, Ze dnes je feditelem sportovniho oddéleni Mercedes AMG Toto Wolff, dal$i z zak Skoly Walter Lechner
Racing. Nejdulezitéjsi poznatek mych pétadvaceti let stravenych v motorsportu totiz je to, Ze k Uspéchu vede
pouze optimalni souhra talentu, vztahd a spravnych rozhodnuti...



