In both of the past two GP3 seasons, Marvin Kirchhéfer finished 3rd in the final standings. This year he was able to
put together enough financial backing for a move up to GP2, where he is joining a top team led by Trevor Carlin.
One of the premier single-seater championships in the world, GP2 welcomes the 22-year old from Leipzig as one
of its more promising rookies. Shortly after the first Barcelona test in March, Marvin talked to Roman Klemm about
the experience.

R.K. | should begin by congratulating you for the well-deserved advance to GP2. Now, when you have
concluded your first test, what can you say to sum it up?

M.K. I am pleasantly surprised, but you must look beyond the time sheets. Unlike some others, our strategy did not
include fast runs on soft tyres. Plus, we were slightly delayed by a technical glitch on the first day.

You have briefly tasted a GP2 car already two years ago (for team Hilmer). That notwithstanding, did
anything about the step-up from GP3 to GP2 machinery surprise you?

One is always somewhat surprised after a long winter break. But the GP3 and GP2 cars really have very little in
common. The speed and satisfaction of driving are much, much greater in GP2, and then there are those carbon
brakes. Once you hit them, you can really feel how your head wants to rip off your neck. | am very happy to be
here.

How much have you been able to adapt to the car thus far? Could you find the limits, or are there still
reserves?

GP2 is fairly complicated piece of machinery, and one cannot completely understand it all after just three days.
Some guys before me took three years to fully adapt here. Of course there is more for me to learn and improve.
But the overall feeling is quite positive.

Another new area for you will be the pit stops.

Yes. We did not practice them yet here in Barcelona and plan to do that in Jerez. Learning an optimal take-off with
new set of tyres will be important. Use of mandated tyre compounds would of course play into the strategy
planning...all that is new for me. In GP3, the race was usually decided already in qualifying, but here will be
opportunities to play some poker during races.

Trevor Carlin made it clear that after pulling out of World Series by Renault, all his energy will be focused
on success in GP2. Yet, he continues to maintain strong presence in North America. Will he personally
attend all your races?

That is the plan. He already was here in Barcelona. After the disappointment last year, GP2 is very important to
him and he pushes the whole team to succeed. | know he is counting on me to deliver.

In Barcelona, your car featured only one sponsor logo: ClinicAll. Is there more to come?

Yes, we have more supporters, primarily from the Leipzig region. In addition, there are ongoing talks with three
other potential investors. Right now, my season is 75% funded and that is OK. We used to start other seasons in
the past in the same position. Hopefully, success on the track will bring us some bonuses and | must say that | am
quite optimistic in that regard.

Carlin has not officially announced the new team yet. Are they still deciding who would drive the second
car?

Yes, once everything is finalized there will be an official announcement.

Do you have any preferences when it comes to your teammate?

Strictly from the sporting aspect, | need someone whom | can use as solid reference. Just like what | had in
Esteban Ocon last year with ART. | am a rookie here and really could use someone with prior experience already
now during testing. | would not wish to have a colleague who can bring a lot of money with him, but be two
seconds slower than me in the car.

What sort of result would you consider to be a success this year?

It is hard to say right now, we are only testing. We will learn the true distribution of performance at the first race.

When | first came to GP3 | was aiming for the top-five, and did better than that. | realize that this is going to be
harder here, but top-five overall and few battles for race wins must be my goal again.



This is going to be your
first time driving for a
British team. So far, how
do you finds working with
Englishmen different
from being in a French
team?

Each nationality has its own
particularities, but we have
hit it off right away with the
Carlin  boys. We have
greater understanding of
each other, maybe because
the language barrier is
narrower. But | have a
feeling that they respond to
)i my suggestions faster and
- = better. And  everybody
works really hard for team
success...that was obvious
immediately!
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Do you know who will be your race engineer?

| think so...his name is Andrew. He is very intelligent and whatever he does makes sense to me. And that works for
me, of course.

Are you going to move to Great Britain?

No, no, | am happy to be home in Germany. That said, | will be spending a lot of time there. Already all next week |
am going to be with the team in order to prepare for the Jerez test.

Are you done with school, so you could concentrate on being 100% professional driver?
No again. My final exams are in May, so that is another thing that | need to keep in mind.
Besides GP2 and DTM, were you looking at other options for 20167

Yes. We were thinking about the Renault 3.5 series. But when the offer came from Trevor Carlin, it immediately
became the best option for us, and | am really happy with this outcome.

There will be four Germans in Formula 1 this year, but when it comes to the junior categories, you are the
only one. What is going on in this wealthy nation?

The problem is the money and it gets tougher every year. | hear that even in F-4 a season costs €300000! How is
some talented kid coming out of go-karts supposed deal with that? His sponsors are used to invest maybe €80000
and suddenly there is such huge increase. What is missing here is any support from organizations like ADAC
(German Auto Club) and big companies like Deutsche Post DHL. They should select five talents each year and
invest in them. But that is precisely what is not happening...
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Marvin Kirchhofer skoncil v poslednich dvou ro¢nicich sampionatu GP3 jako treti. Letos se mu podafilo najit
finan¢ni podporu pro postup do GP2, kde nastoupi za Spickovy tym Trevora Carlina. Dvaadvacetilety mladik z
Lipska v jednom z nejvy$Sich monopostovych sampionatt svéta jisté patfi mezi nejslibnéjsi novacky a kratce po
prvnich bfeznovych testech v Barceloné poskytl Romanu Klemmovi nasledujici rozhovor.

R.K. Zacit bych chtél gratulaci k zaslouzenému postupu do GP2. Mas ted’ za sebou prvni testy v Barceloné,
muzes své dojmy kratce shrnout?

M.K. Jsem skuteCné pfekvapen, jak dobfe se nam tam dafilo. Nesmi$ pfi tom koukat jen na tabulky dosazenych
¢asu. Nastoupili jsme s jinou strategii, nez néktefi soupefi a nejeli jsme na ¢as s mékkymi pneumatikami. Mimo to
nas prvni den trosku zbrzdil maly technicky problém.



Jiz pfed dvéma lety jsi mohl viiz GP2 (u tymu Hilmer) kratce vyzkouset. Presto bych se zeptal, zda Té skok
z monopostu GP3 do vozu GP2 nééim prekvapil?

Malé prekvapko Clovék zazije po nékolikamésicni zimni prestavce v kazdém pfipadé. Vozy GP3 a GP2 se opravdu
nedaji srovnat. Rychlost a uspokojeni z jizdy s GP2 jsou mnohem, mnohem vétsi! A pak ty karbonové brzdy. Kdyz
na né dupnes, tak leti tva hlava opravdu kupfedu, jako by ji to chtélo urvat. GP2 je senzacéni, moc se mi libi.

Do jaké miry jsi se béhem téch tfi dnii s vozem spratelil? Rozeznal jsi jiz jeho hranice, nebo jesté vidis
rezervy?

GP2 jsou komplikovana auta, kterym za tfi dny naplno nelze porozumét. Byli tu jezdci, ktefi potfebovali tfi sezony,
nez si opravdu zvykli. JistéZe jsou tam jesté mista, kde se mohu pfiucit a zlepSit. Celkové se ale v auté jiz citim
dost dobfe.

Také zastavky v boxech pro Tebe budou novinkou.

Ano. V Barceloné jsme je jesSté nezkouseli. Chceme se na to téma vrhnout v Jerezu. Zvlasté optimalni odpich po
vyméné pneumatik bude dllezité si natrénovat. No a pak je tu samoziejmé strategie pouZiti pfedepsanych
pneumatik...to je pro mé vSechno Uplné nové. Zavody GP3 byly zpravidla rozhodnuty jiz po kvalifikaci. V GP2 se
da béhem zavodu vice hrat poker.

Trevor Carlin hovofil po stazeni svého tymu z World Series by Renault o tom, ze se jeho staj letos bude
naplno koncentrovat na uspéchy v GP2. Mimo to se ale stale silné angazuje i v Severni Americe. Bude
osobné pritomen u v§ech Tvych zavoda?

Bude a uz byl i u testi v Barceloné. GP2 je pro ného po minulém, ponékud bezvysledném roé¢niku, moc dllezita.
Tlagi cely tym smérem k uspéchu a dava mi najevo, ze mi hodné véri.

Na tvém voze byl v Barceloné vidét jen jediny spnsor: ClinicAll. Mas zajisténé i dalSi mecenase?

Ano, mame i dalSi sponzory, zvlasté z Lipského regionu. K tomu pravé hovofime s dalSim tfemi potencionalnimi
investory. Sezona je jiz ted na 75% financné zajiSténa. To je normalni, délali jsme to tak i minulé roky. DalSi
bonusy by mély pfijit s Gspéchem na trati...jsem v tom ohledu velky optimista.



Carlin svj tym jesté oficialné nepredstavil. Ceka se, az bude jasno ohledné druhého jezdce?

Ano. Az bude rozhodnuto o obsazeni druhého kokpitu, tak bude tym oficialné oznamen.

Apropos druhy kokpit: jaky typ tymového kolegy Ti vyhovuje nejvice?

Ze sportovniho hlediska potfebuji nékoho, jehoz vykony mi poskytnou jistou orientaci. Tak jako Esteban Ocon u
ART minuly rok. Jsem v GP2 ‘rookie’ a u ted pfi testech bych tu potfeboval nékoho, kdo svymi zkuSenostmi
pom(Zze i mné. Nemyslim, Ze by mi néco dal kolega, ktery sice tymu zaplati hromadu pénéz, pak ale bude o dvé
vtefiny pomalejsi nez ja.

Jaké vysledky by jsi tento rok povazoval za ispéch?

Ted po testech je dost tézké to odhadnout. Myslim, Ze opravdové rozvrzeni sil pozname az pfi prvnim zavodé.
Kdyz jsem nastupoval do GP3, tak jsem se chtél umstit v prvni pétce...a dopadl jsem Iépe. Je mi jasné, Ze to tady
bude mnohem t&z3i. Mym cilem by znovu mélo byt kone&né umisténi mezi nejlepSimi péti. A k tomu nékolik
opravdu Spic¢kovych umisténi v zavodech.

Budes poprvé spolupracovat s britskym tymem. Jak se Ti s Angli¢any v porovnani s Francouzi jedna?
Kazdy narod ma své ‘specialitky’, s chlapci od Carlinu jsme si ale hned rozuméli vyborné. Myslim, ze s AngliCany
se da vychazet Iépe...mozna uz ohledné feci. Zda se mi, Zze jednodus$e rychleji a Iépe reaguji na mé navrhy.
VSichni tady makaji, abychom méli ispéch...to jsem poznal hned!

Vis uz, kdo bude Tviij inzenyr?

Asi ano. Jmenuje se Andrew. Je velmi inteligentni a to, co déla, ma hlavu a patu. Moc mi vyhovuje.

Budes se stéhovat k tymu do Velké Britanie?

Ne, ne! Jsem spokojeny tady doma v Némecku! Ale hodné €asu u nich stravim, to ano. Cely pfisti tyden napfiklad
budu u tymu pfi pfipravach na testy v Jerezu.

Jsi jiz hotov se Skolou a budes letos na sto procent profik?
Taky ne. V kvétnu délam zkousky, takze na Skolu si musim jesté také dat pozor.
Sledovali jste pro tento rok mimo GP2 a DTM i jiné mozné cile?

Ano, pfemysleli jsme i o pfestupu do formule Renault 3.5. Trevor Calrlin nam ale nakonec nabidl velmi vyhodnou
smlouvu pro GP2 a jsem Stasten, ze to takhle dopadlo!

Ve Formuli 1 sice letos pojedou €Etyri Tvi krajané, na sektoru mezinarodnich dorosteneckych formuli ale jsi
jedinym Némcem Siroko daleko. Co neni v poradku v této bohaté zemi?

Problém je, ze je motosrport rok od roku drazsi. SlySel jsem, Ze mladici uz za sezonu F-4 plati kolem 300.000
Euro! Jak ma néjaky talent z motokar, které ho staly kolem 80.000 Euro takovy skok prodat sponzorim? V
Némecku prosté chybi podpora velkych podnik(i a organizaci, jako ADAC (némecky autoklub) a Deutsche Post
DHL. Méli by kazdy rok vybrat kadr péti talentll a investovat do nich. A to je pravé to, co se nedégje...



