Ale§ Norsky: Gig (Leonard) Stephens was a Midget racing driver, but had also periodically appeared on the USAC
IndyCar Championship circuit between 1956 and 1972. And it was his appearance during the 1956 Indy 500 event that
has earned him a spot in the Formula One recordbooks. He agreed to meet with me and told me to come by on
Saturday morning, 25th October 2008 to his home in North Reading, Massachusetts. This was Thursday afternoon,
and it took a bit of effort to dig out a tape recorder from the junk in my basement, and find an actual cassette tape. But
there | was, standing on his driveway at 10:00 in the morning. After | rang the bell, Gig would look out of the window to
tell me that he would be there in few minutes. And then he stepped out wearing his windbreaker jacket, car keys in the
hand. So, it did not look too good for me.

GS: So you want to talk about racing? Tell you what, if it's NASCAR (National Association of Stock Car Auto Racing)
that’'s on your mind, we are done already, because | have got no time for that. The only real racing is open-cockpit
cars.

AN: No, | am definitely not here to talk about NASCAR.
What then?

Well, first of all, how did you become a race car driver? You have lived your entire life in North Reading,
Massachusetts and it just does not happen. We don’t have many racers coming from this area.

Well, you do but they never got any publicity. Of course racing today is completely different from what it was in my day.
| started in 1945 when | came back from the war, but the guys who started before the war were winning all the races,
because they have had the experience. Floyd Clymer was the man who told me to get out of Massachusetts down to
Pennsylvania where all the dirt tracks were. I'd won a mid-season Championship there once in the Midgets. And then
the Mid-West and West. Most of the good racing was always around Mid-West. So he told me you will never get
anywhere if you stay around here.

Who was he?
Well, he wrote all the best speed books.
Did you know George Constantine? He was from North Brookfield, Massachusetts.

Yeah, but he only raced somewhat. | remember seeing him down in Connecticut or Watkins Glen and those places. |
drove a Midget around Watkins Glen. Offenhauser Midget has a direct drive, so you don't shift. When you come to a
tight turn, you really are locking the wheel. | did that at Lime Rock too, where my best friend Bill Randall got killed. He
was from Stoneham, Massachusetts and we used to go racing together.

The reason | know him is because he took part in the 1959 Formula One race at Sebring.

He was more of a road racer. | don’t know about Formula One, but there were few other drivers from around here who
went to Indianapolis. One of them had tremendous luck before he got killed in that Sprint dirt race in Pennsylvania
(Johnny Thomson from Lowell, Massachusetts), but the others didn't. See there always was a lot of politics involved in
racing and that was the only thing | did not like. Terrible. We were known as Eastern Hotdogs, that's what they called
us. California was a different clan, and then there was Texas with Foyt and those guys. It wasn't too good in those
days, like Republicans and Democrats now. Texas and A.J. Foyt they always wanted the best stuff. He started in the
go-karts in Houston and his father Tony was the mechanic. But when he got to Indianapolis, George Bignotti was his
mechanic then, a tremendous guy. But when the mechanics went home at night, A.J. Foyt would come back to the
garage and change the set-up of the car. He liked to fool around with what his chief mechanic told him. Well, I can tell
you stories about A.J. Foyt, but | recon maybe it's better if | don't.

Did you work on your cars?

Sure | did when | first started in the Midgets, there was no money for a crew. | started in 1945. | was lucky because |
traveled around the country a lot in those days, because | was working for Eastern Airlines. One day | saw a race, then
| went to see another and | said...that's for me, this is what | need to do. | was always wild anyway. | had a Cummins
Continental marine engine converted to a four-cylinder and it sounded just like an Offenhauser. So | got around a bit
with it and then | had enough money together to buy an Offenhauser Midget. That's where | made my name, in the
Midgets. And there was a big difference between the guys who had the Offy when the other guys had the H60s, so you
appreciated having an Offenhauser for sure. But you had to learn how to handle the power. Later | also raced Sprint
cars and Championship cars, but Midgets | liked the best. On July 26, 1959 at the Trenton International Speedway
they held a 25-mile race there, which is a lot for a Midget, because they only had 12-inch wheels, you know. They



shouldn't have run them on a full mile tracks, really. Anyway, there were a lot of Offenhausers there for the ARDC
(American Racing Drivers Club) race. ARDC was the best Midget club that ever was. Well, when you had a fast time in
the time trials, you got to start from the rear. So there we were in the feature race, all 44 of them Offenhausers. | tell
you, you haven't ever heard a noise like that. And a lot of guys were there that day, Foyt, Andretti (it is perhaps doubtful
whether Mario Andretti actually could have been in a major Midget race so early in his career), Jimmy Davies, and |
had the fastest time of the day. So | had to start last. And by about the 15th lap | was leading the race! See, by that
time | had about 10000 miles of experience on that track, | loved it and | knew the set-up of the place and how to set-
up the car for it. You had to account for the surface, the moisture, and copy all those things into a log book. So, the
more you had about a place the better you could prepare for next time, with ratios and so forth. And | knew that track!
Today they have computers for all that, but let's not talk about today (laughs). Anyway, | won that race and it was the
fastest race ever run by a Midget on that race track. And as | said, | liked the Midgets best because they were fucking
broncos. You would just hit it and you go. At Indy they were right next to the Speedway on West 16th Street, and
sometimes you could make more money there than in the big race. All those guys that did not make it in would come
down to race the Midgets trying to make some money, and sometimes we would have three races in one day. Money
was always tight, but | kept working for the airlines the whole time and | was also involved in building the Boston Logan
Airport after the war. And that helped me because | could travel around on planes free of charge and my crew would
pick me up and drive me to the racetrack. | was fortunate because by the 1960s | was a vice-President of Northeast
Airlines. And they gave me the whole month of May off every year. And Earl Slick with whom | worked on the Logan
Airport after the war, he had the first air-freight scheduled airline in the country. He was already born rich you know,
after his father migrated from Pennsylvania to San Antonio, Texas and struck it rich. So the day Earl was born and his
brother Tom, the father had one million dollars trust account established for each of them. So, his best buddy from
WWII was that California driver who was killed...can't think of his name right now...and another guy at the airline, they
were all in Burma you see. And | was with an airline, and once he found out that | was racing in the Midgets, they
would give me some 50-gallon drums of fuel, uniforms, and they would ship my car on the airplane and store it for me
at the Newark Airport in a hangar. And it was Earl Slick who gave me my chance at Indianapolis. He bought the Blue
Crown Specials, the same cars Bill Holland and Mauri Rose won in. That was a front wheel car with a hood that was
about a mile long. | could hardly peek out of the cockpit. So he would let me take my drivers test in it. No Yankee would
ever do this for me, it took a Texan to do it. What | admire about Texans, they either like you or hate you, and let you
know which. So you know exactly where you stand with them. | like that concept you know. And since then every
month of May at the Speedway he would give me a $10000 check for encouragement, Even if | did not drive or drove
for somebody else. So, that's the man he was. He liked me because | had my own Offenhauser Midget and |
advertised on it the airline free of charge. | think he is still alive and that he lives on a ranch in North Carolina. Next
time you have a vacation coming, just go down there and stay at the ranch.

Well, I don't know about that.
He is a generous guy (laughs).

I know you have practiced at the Speedway in 1956, did you know then that it also was a Championship
Formula One race and did it mean anything to you?

No, | don't remember whether | realized it or not, but it would not matter to me...none whatsoever. | practiced there but
| blew an engine right away too. In 56 we started USAC (United States Automobile Club). AAA (American Automobile
Association) was not so good for racing, especially around here. | think Connecticut was the only place they went. So |
was glad when they got out of it and | became one of the Charter Members of USAC and that was the right thing to do
with Tony Hulman. Since 1965 | was a member of the FIA (Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile), but they were
never more than a joke in this country anyway.

Besides Foyt, you were around some big names in racing.

Rodger Ward used to do lots of Midgets so | knew him from there. Jimmy Clark was a real gentleman. He was a clean
cut guy and driver and | felt quite terrible when he got killed. Real gentleman. The car was painted dark green, and |
don't remember the owner...was it Chapman? | really admired him and his crew. It could be Saturday night and
everybody would be downtown, but they would be there in Gasoline Alley tuning the engine. | think it was something
like 289 Ford engine, but how that thing revved...l have never heard a car to rev so high and so instant when they were
done with it. Amazing. Troy Ruttman was a good driver, and Lee Wallard from upstate New York. He always would
hold-out for Eastern guys at Indianapolis, and he had won it too. Hurtubise came from upstate New York.

Nino Farina was there at Indy in 1956. Did you have a chance to meet him?

| knew he was there but he didn't do much if | remember. At that time, he wasn't known here so much. Not like
Brabham and Clark after him, and later Stewart and those guys.



How about say Mario Andretti or the Unsers?

Dagh, | ain’'t got time for him. Sam Hanks was another gentleman racer, he was very mild-mannered guy. Johnnie
Tolan was very good in the Midgets. Unsers, OK. | raced against the senior and his brothers of course, and Jerry was
the one who got killed. And it was his own fault to get killed, too.

How's that?

Well, | was there that day and those days we had fire protection. What it was, we would dip the uniform in a 50-gallon
drum of...I don't know what it was, some kind of solution. So you dipped it and hanged it up to dry until it felt like a
piece of cardboard. And that was fireproof protection. He didn't like that and burned to death on the back-stretch. |
think he was just practicing. Eddie Sachs was burned too you see. His mother used to own a tavern in Pennsylvania.
And he got killed in a Red Ball Express. He was tip-toeing amongst the tulips a bit there on the home-stretch and hit
the car in front of him and they burst into flames. Another car hit him in the back and stuffed him right in there. He had
no chance, just very bad. Yeah. But see, it happened so quick you just...

Mark Donohue?
I think | raced against him maybe two times. A good driver, | think he drove for Mickey Thompson.
Roger Penske as far as | know.

No, it was Mickey Thompson first, the one who got murdered. He had a Buick engine there. Some of these guys
caught big success, but they just had better equipment. You can only go fast in a fast racecar you know. | believe they
were no better than me, not in the Midgets anyways. (Here Gig is confusing Donohue most likely with Dan Gurney,
who drove Thompson's Buick powered car at Indy in 1962.)

You first turned up at the Speedway in 1956, and 1955 was a terrible year in racing. Did it ever occur to you
that this could Kill you very easily?

Nah, you never think of that.
But you must have been aware of the danger, especially during the 1950s and 1960s, which were quite brutal.

Listen, you could get killed anytime anyplace. It's all around you...on a highway...an airplane part can come off and hit
you on the head right here for god's sake. | bet you don't think about that too much, do you? It's the same when you’re
racing. You never think about death. If you worry that you might get hurt, you need to get off the racetrack because if
you don’t, you'll get hurt and probably gonna hurt somebody else too. And if you see an accident on the track, you
need to pay no attention to it. If the red light gets lit then just stop where you are. That's all. Myself, | only had one
accident in some 30-year career. We never had any driving schools those days, so you had to learn from the old-
timers. You'd start from the back and watch what the other guys are doing. Like a rooster looking over the chickens.
You always need to know the potential of your racecar. If you're up to it, just gradually move up, but wait till about five
laps to go. By then, lot of the cars are out of the race, and if you are still around, see where the openings are, and go
for it. Bill Schindler told me that, the one-legged driver. And he was right. He came from Long Island, New York. Come
here, | want to show you something.

We walk over to one of several cars in the driveway and Gig pulls some books from the back seat. One is on Frank
Kurtis and his cars, and the other one on Offenhauser engines. Both are inscribed and signed by the author, Gordon
Elliot White. As Gig flips through the pages he comments on various photographs, mostly midgets, pointing out various
engine positions. | notice what looks like a hand pump attached to the outside of the cockpit, so | ask about it.

That's exactly what it is. Those cars did not have a fuel-pump, so every three laps you had to pump some air into the
tank to make it flow. Look at this one, | beat Tony Bonadies’ track record in this car at Belmont, New Jersey. | liked that
55 car, | have been looking for it for the last 12 years because | wanna buy it. But | hear that it is maybe in Australia
where they do this kind of racing. | always loved banks, flat tracks weren't for me. For the high banks you had to know
how to handle it. You had to put dual shock absorbers at the right rear, otherwise you would tear the underpan right off.
This guy, | think it's Dee Toran. He was wacky, he had steel plates in his head. This one is the Fuel Injection Special
that California driver | was talking about before got killed in on the back-stretch. Billy Vukovich was his hame, that's
right. This is Federal Engineering car, they never had much luck. Their chief mechanic was Russ Snowberg. Turner
Engineering, he was just a small garage shop someplace in Wisconsin. That's Fred Agabashian there, he used to own
a pig farm on the West-coast. It says here that Kurtis was son of a Croatian blacksmith, but the man was a genius,
really. Lot of those other guys were just copying him you know. He did make sportscars too. Jack Brabham was the



first to come over with those
damned under-powered rear-
engined cars. But he kept going
and going and did not have to
make all those pit stops the others
had to, and he finished 9th. And
since then the Americans are
nothing but copycats when it
comes to construction of racecars.
They just copy the foreigners.

| know that Foyt was the last
one to win it in a front-engined
car in 1964.

There you go. He used to have
the biggest hat in racing too. Once
the mechanics tried to give him a
Mexican sombrero which was
even bigger, but he wouldn't have
it (laughs). But he wasn't...no. The
rookie test at Indy wasn't easy you
know. It was the hardest part of
the deal. Even Jimmy Clark had to
go through it, and hated it. We did
it together in '63, or was it '627?
They didn't care who you were or
if you won races elsewhere...you
were a rookie to them. There were
three phases. First they would tell
you to do ten laps at maybe 135
mph. You can go only one mile per
hour under or two miles over. And
that's hard, because all you have
is the RPM gauge and these other
guys are blasting right by you at
full speed, especially them Novi
cars, blowing your head right off.
But you have to do ten
consecutive laps like that and
when you do, they put this piece of tape on the tail of your car or the car assigned to you. And then the next stage you
go 150 and so forth. But it is good, at least you know that the car is good getting up the speed. All that time the
stewards are watching you and that scares the hell out of you. They always had what they called a Driver Committee
all around the racetrack, at each corner. But they were all Texans, because they were the strongest clan, and maybe a
guy or two from California. And they maybe had a friend who was looking for a car to drive, so they would go on their
radios and headphones and would call the Chief Steward to say that you had done this or that on the back-stretch.
That's how the politics got into it. And after the test you go to a room, and they pick you apart. If they really needed that
car for their friend, or plain didn’t like you, then you were washed up. Just like that.

But | thought you did the rookie test in ’56?
I only had one phase and | blew the engine, so | had to do it over the next time.

Gig picks up the book on Offenhauser engine. He obviously knows so much more about the technical side that | ever
could comprehend. He begins to flip the pages again.

Offenhauser was the best engine they have ever put in a race car, | can tell you the whole history on that. When the
piston is up and the valve is down, there is no space really, that's how tight it is. It is a two piece engine, they would put
the pistons in first and then heat-up the top block to expand it and they put it over the pistons. There are no gaskets in
the whole engine. It is really a simple engine but you had to get the tolerances right, and they were hair-thin. | worked
with the best Offenhauser mechanic around, maybe other than Bignotti, Ken Hickey from down Pennsylvania. Damn,
could he set them up. When he was done, you could take it and drive. No breaking-in or anything, he always took care



of everything. You know how it came to be an Offenhauser engine?
| know that it really was a Miller.

Miller and Goossen were in business together and Goossen was the one who designed that engine, which had the
same identical set-up only was bigger. Fred Offenhauser was one of the main mechanics and when Miller went
bankrupt he bought it and re-named it, and started the next phases of it. | think he was from New York. Then at Indy,
Novi made air conditioning units in Indianapolis and they’d put two Midget Offys together in V configuration with
supercharges. You could dig trenches with it on the straight, it had too much power, may have been 800 horses.
Everybody was burning rubber with that engine. There was only one driver who could handle that thing and it was
Duke Nalon. I think his mechanic was Ray Nichels. It was a front drive and they were fast like hell but the crankshaft
would always break, and that's how some of them got killed.

Do you keep arace car in your garage?

No, not any more. | had one, it was an Offenhauser turbo rear-engine Indianapolis car from Ted Hallibrand of Torrance,
California. | sold it about ten years ago to a guy in Ohio for $10000. That was a mistake. | could have gotten lot more
for it, but what upsets me most is that | hear he has converted it into a Hot-Rod. | should have never sold him that car.
A 1971 Hallibrand Offy, there weren’t that many made. | had it stored down there and | got sick of it at the time. But |
wish | didn't sell it. | used to have a Midget here too and | would run it around the back road here to highway 28 and
back over to route 62. It made a big noise, but before they knew what’'s going on, | had it back in the garage. | still
restore antique cars here, | used to have about six cars here, but this one is probably the last one I'll ever do. | can still
get underneath, but it's hard to get up. Let me show you what I've got.

The tape recorder clicks and | need to turn the cassette. In the garage is a bronze-colored and typically huge American
road car.

Well, | forgot that you had this thing running. Just make sure that you don’t publish it anywhere. This one | bought for
500 bucks off a guy and then started from the bottom up. Had some trouble with the hubcaps, got all the original
upholstery put in. It has 351 cam with dual exhaust, new brakes, everything. Only it hasn't been buffed yet.

What kind of market is there for something like this?

It is a 1964 Ford Galaxy 500 two-door hardtop. | ought to be able to get $5000 for it. I've had a real beauty here once,
a 1936 Ford convertible sedan, the only one on the East-coast. Washington-blue with yellow hubcaps, mahogany-grain
dash, all the nitty-gritty. I've bought it for $12000, put forty-six into it and sold it for sixty. People say why | am doing
this, but | do what | love and it doesn’t cost me any money. Plus it's a great challenge. There is one word that’s always
in my head. If you don't take on challenge in your work and your life, you become stagnant and you won't go
anywhere. I've learned that from racing. And | know it's done right. Not like those cars at the auctions. The man gets
lots of TV time, but he is basically a thief. The cars are all shine-and-glitter but you can’t get underneath and you can’t
drive it. So how do you know what you’re buying? You get what you see and what he is telling you, and that’s not good
enough for me.

Gig pulls out another book, which is really just a binder. As he begins to go through the pages again, | see that it is a
scrap book about Gig’s career. There is a USAC Charter Member Certificate from January 1, 1956 signed by Anton
Hulman, Chairman and Duane Carter, Director. Racing license certificates from ARDC, AAA, USAC, FIA, the 1965
Indy 500 entry list with Gig's name on the top line. He points to a letter of recommendation from Leader Cards
President Robert Wilke.

That was in 1970 | was trying to get some sponsorship. You know why | put it all together? Because people around
here were telling me that | was full-of-bull. That | never drove in those races. So | told them, you wanna bet some
money? Yankees are not race-minded. So anyway, | decided to keep a record. That's me in 1951, see the helmet? It
was hard cardboard and cloth and | had it painted gold. Here | kept the three pieces of red tape they put on my car
when I'd pass my rookie test at Indy. These are the tracks | drove on.

| see Medford Massachusetts. That’s where | used to live, but | had no idea there ever was a racetrack.

It was by Wellington Circle when you go in the direction to Revere, on the left side there. It was a dump and this guy
bought it and build a quarter-mile asphalt track. | had this friend Butch who had a part-ownership in the race car. We
had to flip a coin who goes out first. So, he went out there, coming down the home-stretch for the first time and he
froze on the throttle. He spun around in the air, went through the fence and landed in the dump that was still there on
the other side of the retaining wall. Managed to knock-out his teeth, so he said that | can have the car to myself after



that. This is Meyer Speedway. | got second there in the Midgets,
Tony Bettenhausen won and | was right behind. It was the first
race there, it was a brand new track at the time. Foyt was there
and all. Here is Trenton, | loved that place but you had to know
how to set up a car. Lot of guys couldn’t maintain straight line
there. This is me passing Bobby Unser there in a Championship
car race, somebody took a picture and gave it to me. It was like a
home to me.

This looks like a slick tire?

They always were slick for the Midgets, you would only use thread
on the dirt. The race cars were race cars when the engine was in
front. | didn't want to go out with rear-engined cars. | could stay
right with them in a front-engined car. It's all about how you set-up
the car. First you have to have handling and stay on the ground,
when you get up to 200. And you can do that with a front engine
just as well as with rear engine.

Well, but to gain speed in the corners you need all that front-
end aero and you can only do that with a rear-engined car.

Gaargh, suppose you’re right, but | didn't like them. | had never
won a race in a rear-engined car. In those days, we didn’'t have
those steam-roller tires they have now. And the wings and power-
steering, we've had none of it and we still were wheel-to-wheel.

Do you still follow it today, go to any races?

No, not really. | quit driving in 1972 and since then | don't go to races because being a race car driver, it does not
excite me to just watch it. Up until few years ago | did some antique-car racing for Bob Bahre up in Laudon, New
Hampshire, but | am not a young man you know. I’'m am 82 now. Bob Bahre's place is the only one | would go to, if |
wanted to see racing. But he just sold it for $340 million, so he made good, because he didn't have a nickel in the
beginning. But they run NASCAR there and | hate NASCAR. To me, it's not racing. You've heard of Lucky Cheeses,
the road shows where they jump over cars and so forth? Joie Chittwood used to have it years ago. It's a show. So here
is what | think about NASCAR. It’s just for show. You have three cars in a team. One guy gets the best car and the
other two do all the blocking. It's like football. Same thing, alright. And if one of the guys gets real fast, they make a rule
to slow him down. Plus, they have way too many cars on the grid, it's ridiculous, really. The TV is really ruining the
racing. With those tires and cars, you could drive that car as well as they do, you know.

| kind of doubt that.

Oh yeah, all you have to do is get up to speed and stay off the wall. See, today they have them racing schools and all,
but | don’t believe in that. This thing, you are either born for it or you are not. | loved it, | lived for it, and | would do it for
nothing. There was not much money back then anyway. But now, there is only one more thing | would like to do and |
doubt I'll able to do it. | would hire a limousine, sit in a back seat and go down to New Jersey, because | have had so
much success there. Then | would go to New Orleans, Louisiana where my father was born years ago, and Houston,
Texas to see a girl | used to go out with. But she is probably not there anymore.

It is almost noon-time and we are still in Gig’s driveway. As we shake hands and part, he nods towards my Nissan
minivan.

| see that you drive a front wheel. People say that it's gonna pull you out good in the snow and all that, but that’s only
because they don’t know how to drive a real car.

Well, Gig. Thanks very much, it's been great and | am glad we could talk. But 'm not gonna hold you any
longer, because | think that you were going somewhere.

Nah, | have forgotten where | was going, because you got me talking about racing...
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Ale$ Norsky: Gig (Leonard) Stephens byval zavodni jezdec pfedevsim ve vozech série Midget, ale béhem let 1956 az
1972 se cas od &asu objevil i v zavodech USAC IndyCar. Pravé jeho ucast v tréningu na Indy 500 v roce 1956 mu
zajistila misto v analech historie Formule 1. Gig mi vzkazal, Ze je ochoten se se mnou setkat v sobotu 25. Fijna 2008.
Jeho vzkaz jsem dostal ve Ctvrtek odpoledne a dalo mi trochu prace z haraburdi ve sklepé vyhrabat stary walkman a
navic najit i kazetu. Nicméné v sobotu presné v 10:00 dopoledne jsem zazvonil na jeho domovni zvonek. Gig
vykouknul z okna a fekl, Ze bude za par minut venku. Kdyz vysel ze dveri, mél na sobé lehkou bundu a v ruce kli¢e od
auta, takze to pro mé moc nadéjné nevypadalo.

GS: Tak ty si chce$ popovidat o zavodéni. Rikam ti rovnou, Ze jestli mas na mysli NASCAR (National Association of
Stock Car Auto Racing) tak nemame o ¢em mluvit. Jedina opravdova zavodni auta maji otevieny kokpit.

AN: Ne, ne, uréité nemam v amyslu mluvit o NASCAR.
Tak o ¢em?

No, v prvni fadé by mé zajimalo, jak jsi se dostal k zavodéni. Cely zivot si prozil v North Reading,
Massachusetts a to neni zrovna misto, kde by automobilové zavody mély néjakou popularitu, natoz zazemi.

Par dobrych zavodnikd z téhle oblasti pochazi, ale nejsou moc znami. Samoziejmé zavody dneska jsou o nécem
Uplné jiném, nez za nasich ¢asu. Ja jsem zacal v roce 1945 potom, kdyZ jsem se vratil z valky. V té dobé ale vyhravali
vSechny zavody borci, ktefi zacali uz pfed valkou, protoze méli spoustu zkusenosti. Floyd Clymer mé pfesvedcil, ze se
z Massachusetts musim presunout do Pennsylvanie, kde byla spousta Skvarovych okruhd. Jednou se mi podafilo tam
vyhrat stfedosezénni mistrovsvi Midgetl. Pozdéji jsem cestoval i po stfedozapadé a zapadé. Nejlepsi zavody vzdycky
poradali na stfedozapadé. Floyd mi prosté fekl, Ze pokud zlstanu jenom tady, nemam $anci se stat opravdovym
zavodnikem.

Kdo byl Floyd Clymer?
Toho by jsi mél znat...napsal o zavodech spoustu dobrych knizek.
Rika ti néco jméno George Constantine? On pochazel z North Brookfield, Massachusetts.

Jo, ale on zavodil jenom sem-tam. Pamatuju si ho z Connecticut nebo z Watkins Glen. Parkrat jsem na Watkins Glen
byl s Midgetem. Offenhauser Midget ma pfimy pohon bez pfevodovky, takze v ostrych zatackach mas s volantem
opravdu co délat. Podobné to bylo i na Lime Rock kde se zabil muj nejlepsi kamo$ Bill Randall, ktery byl ze Stoneham,
Massachusetts. Dost jsme toho spolu nacestovali.

Ja ho znam, protoze se zucastnil zavodu Formule 1 na Sebringu 1959.

On se vénoval spiSe zavodim na okruzich. O Formuli 1 toho moc nevim, ale par manikd tady z okoli zavodilo v
Indianapolis. Jeden z nich doséhl opravdu spousty Uspéchu, nez se zabil v zavodé SprintCar v Pennsylvanii (Johnny
Thomson z Lowell, Massachusetts) ale ostatni to nikam nedotahli. V zavodech vzdycky bylo pIno politikafeni a intrik a
to byla jedina véc, ktera mi na tom v8em vadila. Byla to $koda. Nam z vychodu prezdivali ‘Eastern Hotdogs’. Kalifornie
méla svUj vlastni klan a pak Texas Foyt s jeho partou. To nebylo moc dobré, jako republikani a demokrati dneska.
Texasani vzdycky chtéli vSechno pro sebe. KdyZz Foyt v Houston zacinal v motokarach, jeho otec Tony mu délal
mechanika. Kdyz se pak dostal aZz do Indianapolis, jeho mechanik byl George Bignotti, fantasticky chlap. Ale pfes noc
Foyt Casto Sel do garaze a zménil nastaveni vozu, protoZe si myslel, Ze vi vice, neZ jeho mechanici. A.J. Foyt je
Clovék, o kterém bych ti toho mohl napovidat spoustu, ale asi bude lepSi, kdyZ si to necham pro sebe.

Pracoval jsi na svych autech?

Samoziejmé, na zacatku jsem nemél penize na to, abych nékoho platil. Kdyz jsem v pétactyficatém zacinal, tak jsem
zaroven zacal délat pro Eastern Airlines a to mi umozfiovalo cestovat po celé zemi. Jednoho dne jsem si zaSel na
zavody, pak jsem Sel jesté jednou a bylo mi naprosto jasné, Ze to je néco, co musim zkusit. Vzdycky jsem byl trochu
divoch. Nechal jsem si pfestavét Cummins Continetal motor pro motorové ¢luny na specialni Ctyfvalec a mélo to UpIné
stejny zvuk, jako Offenhauser. Trochu jsem se s tim otrkal a kdyZ jsem poskladal dohromady dost penéz, koupil jsem
si opravdovy Offenhauser Midget. Mit Offenhauser se opravdu vyplatilo, protoZze jsme méli opravdu navrch proti
klukim, ktefi méli jenom H60. V Midgetech jsem si udélal jméno, i kdyZz pozdgji jsem zavodil i ve SprintCars a
IndyCars. Midgety mi sedély nejvice a 26. Cervence 1959 pofadali na Trenton International Speedway
pétadvacetimilovy zavod, coz bylo pro Midget s dvanactipalcovymi rafky opravdu dost. Vpodstaté by Midgety na
milovém ovalu nemély zavodit vibec. Tak jako tak, bylo tam tehdy plno Offenhauser(, protoZe to byl oficialni zavod
ARDC (American Racing Drivers Club) coz byl nejlepsi klub kdy ktery pro kategorii Midget existoval. V hlavnim zavodé



se na startu seslo 44 Offenhauserl a pi$ si, Ze jsi v Zivoté neslySel takovy kraval. V poli bylo pIno znamych jmen, Foyt,
Andretti (tady se Gig mozna myli, protoZe je nepravdépodobné aby Mario Andretti startoval v tak vyznamném zavodé
na samém zacatku svoji kariéry) Jimmy Davies, a par dalSich. V rozjezdech jsem byl nejrychlejsi, takZze jsem musel
startovat posledni. A b&éhem patnacti kol jsem vedl! V té dobé jsem na tom ovalu mél odjezdéno nejméné 10000 mil a
opravdu mi to tam sedélo...védél jsem naprosto pfesnég, jak nastavit auto a jak se chovat na trati. Musel jsi pocitat s
teplotou a vihkosti vzduchu, teplotou asfaltu a vibec, a pak si to vSechno zapsat do seSitu, takze prfisté jsi védél lépe,
co Cekat. Ten oval jsem znal jako své boty a védél jsem lépe nez kdo jiny, jaké potfebuju pfevody a tak. Dneska na to
v§echno maji pocitace, ale o dnesku se radéji nebudeme bavit (smich). No nic, ten zavod jsem tehdy vyhrél a v té
dobé to byl nejrychlejsi zavod Midgetl ktery kdy v Trentonu byl. Jak Fikam, Midgety mi sedély nejvic, protoZe to prosté
byli opravdovi zavodni koné...jenom jsi to nakopnul a uz to fi¢elo. V Indianapolis jsme byli hned vedle Speedway na
zapadni Sestnacté ulici a ob&as se tam dalo vydélat vic penéz, nez v pétisetmilovce. Manici, ktefi se nekvalifikovali do
velkého zavodu Casto pfisli zavodit s nami, aby si vydélali alesporfi néco. Nékdy jsme méli i tfi zavody béhem jednoho
dne. S penézi byla vzdycky potiz, ale ja jsem porad pracoval pro leteckou spole¢nost a taky jsem se podilel na
vystavbé Loganova letisté v Bostonu. A to mi pomohlo, protoze jsem mohl v8ude litat zadarmo a moji mechanici mé
jenom vyzvedli na letisti a odvezli ta trat. Mél jsem to Stésti, ze zaCatkem Sedesatych let jsem se vypracoval na
viceprezidenta Northeast Airlines a mohl jsem si dovolit vybrat kazdy kvéten dovolenou na cely mésic. Pfi stavbé
Loganu jsem se seznamil s chlapkem, ktery se jmenoval Earl Slick. Ten pozdégji zalozil prvni nakladni leteckou
spole¢nost, ktera pravidelné létala od pobfezi k pobfezi. Earl byl bohaéem hned od narozeni, jeho otec se odstéhoval
z Pennsylvanie do San Antonio v Texasu a vydélal tam spousty penéz. Takze kdyz se Earl narodil, dostal do vinku
milion dollarl a jeho bratr Tom stejné tak. Jeho nejvétSi kamos$ byl ten zavodnik z Kalifornie, ktery se potom
zabil...nemuzu si ted vzpomenout na jeho jméno...a pak tam byl jesté jeden. Oni byli pfes valku vSichni v Burmé a tam
se poznali. No a ja jsem taky délal v letectvi a kdyz se Earl doslechl, ze zavodim Midgety, za¢al mé trochu podporovat,
treba mi poslal par sudd s palivem, zavodni uniformy a tak. Taky mé nechali transportovat auto v jejich letadlech a
skladovat ho v hangaru v New Jersey. A byl to on, kdo mi dal $anci zavodit v Indy. Koupil tehdy Blue Crown Special,
stejné auto se kterym vyhrali Bill Holland a Mauri Rose. Mélo to pohon na pfedni kola a kapota se tahla do
nekonecna...sotva jsem pfes ni vibec néco vidél. PUj¢il mi ho tehdy, abych mohl v Indy udélat novackovsky test.
Zadny Yankee by to pro mé neudélal...na to bylo potfeba texasana. Co se mi na lidech z Texasu libi je to, Ze vZdycky
presné vis, na ¢em s nima jsi. Je jedno, jestli t& miluji nebo nenavidi, protoze ti daji jasné najevo jedno, nebo druhé a
ty se podle toho muzes zaridit. Pokazdé, kdyz jsem byl v kvétnu na Indy, dal mi Earl $ek na $10000 jen tak, pro kuraz.
A nezalezelo na tom, jestli jsem viibec zavodil, nebo jestli jsem zrovna délal pro nékoho jiného. Takovy to byl chlap.
Zamlouvalo se mu, ze jsem si nasetfil na vlastni Offenhauser Midget. Ja jsem se mu mohl odvdécit jenom tak, ze jsem
na auté propagoval jeho aerolinku. Mam dojem, ze porad jesté zZije nékde v Severni Karoliné. Pokud tam bude§ mit
cestu, muzes ho na par dni navstivit na jeho ranéi.

No, to si nejsem zrovna jisty.
On je stédry chlapik (smich).

Vim, Ze jsi na Speedway trénoval v roce 1956, uvédomoval jsi si tehdy, ze to byl zarovenn zavod mistrovstvi
svéta Formule 1? Znamenalo to pro tebe néco?

Uz si nepamatuju, jestli jsem si to tehdy uvédomoval, nebo ne, ale stejné by to nehralo zadnou roli...bylo mi to jedno.
Trénoval jsem tam tehdy, ale hned ze zacatku jsem uvafil motor, takze to pro mé dost brzo skoncilo. V tom roce jsme
ale zalozili USAC (United States Automobile Club). Do té doby vSechno vedlo AAA (American Automobile Association)
ale ti nebyli tak naklonéni zavodim, zvlasté ne tady v okoli. Nikdy nesli dal, nez do Connecticut. Takze jsem byl rad,
kdyz se to zménilo a stal jsem se jednim ze zakladajicich ¢lent USAC, ktery vedl Tony Hulman. Od roku 1965 jsem
mél i licenci FIA (Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile) ale ti v téhle zemi stejné vzdycky byli jenom pro smich.

Kromé Foyta jsi se pohyboval kolem dalSich zvuénych jmen.

Rodger Ward Casto jezdil Midgety, takze jsem ho docela dobfe poznal. Jimmy Clark byl pravy gentleman. Rovny chlap
a zavodnik a docela dost mé to vzalo, kdyz se zabil. Opravdovy gentleman. Jeho auto bylo vzdycky syté zelené a
nemizu si ted vzpomenout, kdo ho vlastnil...byl to Chapman? Obdivoval jsem jeho pfistup a taky jeho mechaniky. V
sobotu vecer, kdyz byli vSichni ve mésté, sedél Clark se svou partou v Gasoline Alley a doladovali motor. Myslim, ze to
byl 289 Ford a kdyz byli hotovi...v Zivot& jsem neslySel motor tak rychle najet do vysokych otadek. Uzasné. Troy
Ruttman byl dalSi dobry pilot a Lee Wallard z hofejSka statu New York se vzdycky v Indianapolis, kde taky vyhral,
zastal klukl z vychodu. Hurtubise byl taky odtamtud.

Nino Farina byl na Indy v roce 1956. Mél jsi moznost se s nim setkat?

Védél jsem, Ze tam byl, ale pokud se pamatuju, tak toho moc nenajezdil. V té dobé tady nebyl moc znamy.
Kazdopadné ne tak jako kdyz pak pfisli Brabham a Clark, nebo pozdéji Stewart.



Co tireba Mario Andretti nebo Unserovi?

Dagh, Andretti mé& nezajima. Sam Hanks byl dalSi gentleman s velmi vybranym chovanim. Johnnie Tolan byl velmi
dobry za volantem Midgetu. Unserovi? OK, ja jsem samoziejmé zavodil proti star§im bratrim a Jerry se zabil, coz
mimochodem byla jeho vlastni vina.

Jak to myslis?

Byl jsem tehdy u toho. V té dobé jsme méli ochranu proti ohni. Oblek se musel namocit do padesatigalonového sudu
s...nevim presné, co to bylo, prosté néjaky roztok. Takze jsi to tam namocil a kdyz pak oblek uschnul, byl jako kus
preklizky, ale chranilo to proti plamentm. Jerry nad tim ohrnoval nos a pak uhofel na zadni rovince...myslim, Ze to bylo
v tréningu. Eddie Sachs byl dal$i, kdo uhofel. Jeho mama vedla hostinec v Pennsylvanii a on se zabil v Red Ball
Express. Trochu tam klickoval na startovni rovince a vrazil to auta pfed sebou a oba zacali hofet. DalSi auto ho nabralo
zezadu a pritisklo ke sténé. Nemél chudak $anci, to bylo velmi Spatné. VSechno se to stalo tak rychle, ze...

Mark Donohue?
Myslim, Ze jsem proti nému zavodil mozna dvakrat. Dobry pilot, jezdil pro Mickey Thompsona.
Pokud vim, tak to byl Roger Penske.

Ne, zaCinal s Mickey Thompson, kterého potom zavrazdili. Mél tehdy motor Buick. Néktefi ti kluci dosahli velkych
Uspéchl, ale hlavné proto, Zze méli nejlepsi vybaveni. Rychly mGze$ byt jenom v rychlém auté, véf mi. Jsem
presvédcen, Ze jsem byl stejné dobry jako vétSina z nich...alespori co se tyée Midgetl. (Tady si Gig pravdépodobné
plete Mark Donohue s Dan Gurney, ktery ridil Thompson(yv viiz s motorem Buick na Indy v roce 1962).

Ty jsi se na Speedway poprvé ukazal v roce 1956 a sezona 1955 byla mozna nejhorsi v historii automobilovych
zavodu. Napadlo té nékdy, ze té tahle zaliba muze velice snadno stat zivot?

Ne, na to se nikdy nesmi myslet.
Presto jsi musel védét, jak to je nebezpeéné. Konkrétné padesata a Sedesata léta byla velmi brutalni.

Podivej se, zabit se mizes$ kdykoli a kdekoli. Je to vSude kolem tebe...tfeba na dalnici...kus letadla se mlze utrhnou a
spadnout ti na hlavu zrovna tady. Vsadim se, Ze na to zrovha moc nemysli§, nebo jo? Kdyz zavodis, je to uplné to
samé...nikdy nemysli§ na smrt. A pokud ma$ dojem, Ze se ti néco muze stat, tak by jsi se mél okamzité sebrat a
zastavit, protoZe pak je jenom otéazkou €asu, nez se ti néco stane a dobra 3ance, Ze ublizZi§ i nékomu jinému. A pokud
na trati vidi§ karambol, tak si toho prosté nev§imas, jenom pokud daji ¢ervenou vlajku, tak musi$ zastavit, to je
vSechno. Ja jsem mél jenom jednu nehodu béhem ftficetileté kariéry. Tehdy jsme neméli zadné Skoly, prosté si
odstartoval zezadu a sledoval, co délaji ti zkusenéjSi a ucil se. Jako kdyz si kohout hlida svoje slepice. Nejdllezitgjsi je
pochopit limity svého auta. A pokud na to mas, tak se pomalu ale jisté posunuje$ dopfedu a pak to rozpalis na
poslednich pét kol. To mé naugil Bill Schindler a mél Uplnou pravdu. To byl zavodnik s jednou amputovanou nohou. On
byl z Long Island v New Yorku. Pojd sem, ukazu ti néco.

Jdeme k jednomu z nékolika aut zaparkovanych za domem a Gig vytahuje par kniZzek poloZzenych na zadnim sedadle.
Jedna je o Frank Kurtisovi a druha o motorech Offenhauser. Obé podepsal s vénovanim autor Gordon Elliot White. Gig
listuje a zaroven podava komentar k riznym fotografiim, vétSinou ze zavodd Midget, poukazuje na ruzna usazeni
motoru, a podobné. Na jednom zabéru si v§imam néceho, co vypada jako rucni pumpa na strané kokpitu a poukazuju
na to.

Samoziejmé, Ze to je pumpa. Ta auta neméla palivovou pumpu, takze kazdé tfi kola jsi musel do nadrze napumpovat
néjaky vzduch, at to ma tlak. Vidi$ tohle auto? S tim jsem v Belmontu v New Jersey prekonal rekord Tony Bonadiese.
Cislo 55, to bylo dobré auto. Poslednich 12 let ho hledam, protoZe ho chci koupit. Ale zd4 se, Ze je ted v Australii, kde
jsou tyhle zavody porad popularni. Vzdycky jsem mél radéji klopenou trat nez plochou. U prudkého klopeni musi$
védét jak, na to. Na pravou zadni potfebuje$ dat dvoji tlumi€e, jinak si utrhnes podlahu. Toto je myslim Dee Toran. To
byl cvok, taky mél v hlavé ocelové desticky. Tohle je Fuel Injection Special ve kterém se na zadni rovince zabil ten
zavodnik z Kalifornie, o kterém jsem mluvil pfedtim. Jo, jmenoval se Bill Vukovich. Tady je auto Federal Engineering, ti
nikdy neméli moc Stésti. Jejich hlavnim mechanikem byl Russ Snowberg. Turner Engineering, to byla jenom mala
garaz nékde ve Wisconsin. Toto je Fred Agabashian, jednu dobu vlastnil vepfin nékde na zapadnim pobfeZzi. Tady
piSou, Ze KurtisGv otec byl chorvatsky kovafr, ale ten chlap byl opravdu génius. VétSina ostatnich ho jenom kopirovala.
Taky postavil par modelt SportsCar. Pak se tu objevil Jack Brabham v jednom z téch nedonoSenych aut s motorem



vzadu, které nepotfebovaly tolik benzinu, a skon€il na devatém misté! A od té doby neumime v Americe postavit
poradné zavodni auto...jenom kopirujeme cizince.

Kdyz Foyt vyhral v roce 1964, bylo to posledni vitézstvi pro monopost s motorem vpiredu.

Vzdyt to Fikdm. On taky mél ten nejvétsi klobouk ze vSech. Jednou se mu mechanici snazili podstréit mexické
sombrero, které bylo jesté vétsi, ale o tom nechtél ani slySet (smich). Byl to ale...radgji ne. Udélat novackovsky test na
kazdopadné z toho nemél radost. Délali jsme to spolu v Sedesatém tfetim, nebo to bylo '62?. Pofadatele nezajimalo,
co jsi kde vyhral pfedtim...pro né jsi byl novacek. Mélo to tfi faze. NejdFiv ti fekli, at zajede$ deset kol primérem tfeba
135 mil v hoding, ale v kazdém kole jsi mohl byt jenom jednu mili pomalejsi a ne vic nez dvé mile rychlej$i. A to je dost
tézké, protoze nemas tachometr, jenom otackomér a celou dobu kolem tebe padi ostatni v pIné rychlosti. Specialné
kdyz se pfehnal nékdo s motorem Novi, tak ti to malem utrhlo hlavu. Kdyz zvladne$ deset kol po sobé, dali ti na auto
kus lepici pasky a to znamenalo, Ze si prosel prvni fazi. Pak musis jet dalSich deset kol stopadesatkou, a tak dal. Je to
vlastné dobra véc, protoZe si zvyka$ na to, jak tvoje auto nabira rychlost. Ale celou dobu vi§, Ze té ze vSech stran
sleduji komisafi a to je opravdu nepfijemné. Protoze to vSechno byli lidi z Texasu, mozna jeden nebo dva z Kalifornie.
Ale Texas vzdycky mél nejsilngjSi klan a kdyZ nékdo z nich tfeba potfeboval zavodni auto pro nékoho ze svych
znamych, tak jenom zavolali hlavnimu mars§alkovi, Ze jsi na zadni rovince zpackal to nebo ono. To byly ty intriky, které
jsem nemél rad. No a po testu si t& zavolali na koberec, kde té setfeli a pokud opravdu tvoje auto chtéli nebo jsi se jim
prosté nezamlouval, tak t& vyhodili jako Spinavé pradlo a Smytec.

Ja jsem myslel, ze jsi novackovsky test délal v roce '56?
Jenom prvni fazi, nez mi bouchnul motor. TakzZe pfisté jsem to musel dodélat.

Gig bere knizku o Offenhauserech a znovu zacina obracet listy. Je zfejmé, Ze o technickych vécech vi mnohem vice,
nez ja budu kdy schopen pochopit.

Offenhauser byl ten nejlepSi motor, ktery kdy kdo vmontoval do zavodniho auta. Kdyz je pist nahofe a ventil dole, neni
mezi nimi zadny prostor. Cely motor se sklada jenom ze dvou kus(. Nejdfiv usadili valce a pak Zzarem roztahli cely
horni blok a nasadili nahoru. Tim padem neni potfeba instalovat zadna tésnéni. Je to Uplné jednoduchy systém, ale
musi§ pochopit jeho tolerance, protoze vSechno je totalné natésno. Mél jsem moznost pracovat s nejlepSim
Offenhauser mechanikem, ktery kdy byl, mozna s vyjimkou Bignottiho. Néjaky Ken Hickey z Pennsylvanie. To byl fakt
machr, kdyZ byl hotov, stailo to nakopnout a Slapnout na to...zadné zajizdéni. Vi§ néco o Offenhauserech?

Ja jenom vim, ze to vlastné byl Miller.

Miller and Goossen byli partnefi a Goossen pfiSel s konceptem toho motoru. Fred Offenhauser byl jednim z hlavnich
mechanikd, a kdyz Miller zbankrotoval, Fred to vS8echno koupil a pfejmenoval. Potom jenom pokracoval v dalSi fazi
vyvoje...mam dojem, ze byl z New Yorku. Pak byl v Indianapolis podnik Novi, ktery délal klimatizaci. N&jak je napadlo
dat dva Offenhausery z Midgetu dohromady v konfiguraci vécka a je$té na to pfidali kompresory. Mélo to obrovskou
silu, mozna 800 koni, kdo vi. Bylo to pfili§, kdyz na to dupli, zGstaly na rovince ryhy. Opravdu to byl schopen zvladnout
jenom jeden pilot a to byl Duke Nalon. Myslim, Ze jeho mechanik byl Ray Nichels. Byly to pekelné rychlé masiny, ale
Casto jim praskaly hfidele a to je pro€ se v nich par borct zabilo.

Mas néjaké zavodni auto i v garazi?

Ted uz ne. Mival jsem tu Offenhauser turbo s motorem vzadu, ktery postavil Ted Hallibrand z Torrance v Kalifornii. Asi
pred deseti lety jsem ho prodal jednomu chlapkovi z Ohio za $10000. Byla to chyba. Jednak jsem za to mohl dostat
mnohem vic, ale hlavné mé Zzralo, kdyz jsem slySel, Zze z toho udélal Hot-Rod. Nemél jsem mu tu karu prodavat.
Hallibrand Offy z roku 1971 je malo k vidéni, bylo jich vyrobeno jenom par. Jenze jsem to tam tehdy mél uskladnéné a
¢asem me to prestalo bavit. Ale nemél jsem to prodavat. Taky jsem tu mival Midget a ob¢as jsem ho protahnul tady po
zadni cesté na osmadvacitku a zpatky po dvaasSedesatce. Délalo to strasny randal, ale nez se kdo vzpamatoval, byl
jsem zpatky v garazi. Porad ale restauruju stara auta. Dfive jsem pracoval i na Sesti najednou, ale ted tu mam jenom
jedno a dost mozna to je posledni, které dokoncim. Jesté porfad si mizu pod auto lehnout, ale je ¢im dal tézsi se
zvedat. Pod se podivat.

Zaroven klika walkman a je tfeba obratit kazetu. V garaZzi je typicky americky koréb silnic bronzové barvy.
Hmm, zapomél jsem, Ze to nahravas$. Hlavné mi slib, Ze to nebudes nikde publikovat. No nic, tenhle jsem koupil za 500

babek a potfeboval vdechno od hlavy k paté. Mél jsem trochu potiZ sehnat originalni puklice a polstrovani, ale ted je to
v8echno skoro kompletni. Ma to 351 kubik( (Gig uvaZuje v kubickych palcich) s dvojitym vyfukem, nové brzdy.



VSechno. Jenom ho navoskovat.
Jaky je o takovou véci¢ku zajem?

Je to dvoudverovy 1964 Ford Galaxy 500. Pocitam, Ze bych za to mél dostat $5000. Jednou jsem tady mél
opravdovou nadheru, Ford kabriolet z roku 1936. Jediny na vychodnim pobfezi, krasné modry se zlutymi puklicemi,
palubovka z lesténého mahagonu...prosté v§echno bylo v pucu. Koupil jsem ho za $12000, vrazil to ného dalSich
Ctyficet Sest a prodal za $60000. Lidi se mé ptaji pro¢ to délam, ale prosté meé to bavi a nic mé to nestoji. Je to jako
vyzva...coz je slovo, které mam v hlavé pofad. Kdyz sam sebe v praci a v zivoté nevyzyvas, tak jenom stagnuje$ a co
z toho? To mé naucilo zavodéni. Plus, kdyzZ to udélam sam tak vim, Ze to je udélané porfadné. Ne jako ta auta na
velkych aukcich. Ten chlapik je pofad v televizi, ale pro mé to je obyCejny zlodéj. Auta se tipyti a byskaji, ale zkus si ho
projet nebo prohlédnout zespodu pfedtim, nez zaplatis...ani nahodou. Tak jak muzes védét, co kupujes? Musi$ véfit
tomu, co ti on fekne a to mi prosté nestaci.

Gig vytahuje dalsi knihu, coz je ale jenom Sanon, a kdyz zacne listovat je jasné, Ze to jsou stfipky z jeho zavodni
kariéry. Je tady certifikat zakladajiciho ¢lena USAC z ledna 1956, podepsani jsou Anton Hulman, pfedseda a Duane
Carter, reditel. Zavodni licence od ARDC, AAA, USAC, FIA, prihlasovaci listina z 1965 Indy 500 na které jméno Gig
Stephens figuruje na prvni lince. Gig vytahuje dopis s doporu¢enim rfeditele Leader Cards Roberta Wilke.

To bylo v sedmdesatém roku, snazil jsem se sehnat néjaké sponzory. Vis pro¢ jsem to vSechno dal tady do toho
Sanonu? Protoze lidi tady z okoli mi nevéfili, ze jsem byl ve vSech téch zavodech a na vSech téch mistech. Tak jsem
se jich zeptal, jestli se chtéji opravdu vsadit. Yankee zavodim nerozumi. TakZe jsem se rozhodl si zalozit takovy
soubor, abych mél dikaz. Tady jsem v roce 1951...vidi$ tu helmu? To byl jenom tvrdy papir s néjakym platnem a natrel
jsem si to zlatou barvou. Toto jsou ty tfi kusy ¢ervené lepici pasky, které mi zlstaly na auté kdyz jsem v Indy udélal
novackovsky test. A tady seznam vsSech trati, na kterych jsem kdy jel.

Tady vidim Medford, Massachusetts. Tam jsem bydlel, ale nikdy jsem neslysel, Ze by tam byla zavodni trat’.

Bylo to u Wellington Circle smérem na Revere po levé strané. Bylo to vlastné smetisté, které koupil jeden chlapik a
postavil tam &tvrtmilovy asfaltovy oval. Mél jsem tehdy jednoho znamého, jmenoval se Butch, od kterého jsem si pUjcil
na auto, takze byl poloviénim vlastnikem a chtél taky jezdit. Hodili jsme si minci, kdo pojede prvni a on vyhral. Hned na
konci prvniho kola ale zapomél pfed zataCkou ubrat, vylétl do vzduchu, protrhnul plot a pfistal na té skladce, ktera
porad byla hned za zdi. Stadil si pfi tom vyrazit zuby, takze mi pak fekl, Ze mizu auto mit sam pro sebe. Toto je Meyer
Speedway. Jednou jsem tam s Midgetem byl druhy tésné za Tony Bettenhausenem. Byla to tehdy UpIné nova trat a
my jsme tam jeli vibec prvni zavod. Myslim, Ze v poli byl i Foyt a par dalSich. Tady je zavod IndyCar v Trentonu,
zrovna pfedjizdim Bobby Unsera. Nékdo to vyfotil a pak mi dal tuto fotku. Trenton byl mUj nejoblibenéjsi oval. Tam bylo
dllezité védét, jak sefidit auto, protoZze spousta maniki méla potize se udrzet v lajné. Ale ja jsem tam byl, jako doma.

Toto vypada jako hladka pneumatika?

Midgety vzdycky mély hladké gumy, vzorek se pouzival jenom na Skvare. Stejné, zavodni auta byly nejlepsi, kdyz mély
motor vpfedu. Motor vzadu, to nebylo pro mé. Klidné jsem dokazal drzet krok s vozem s motorem vpfedu. Zalezi na
tom, jak karu sefidi$ aby se chovala sluSné a zUstala na vSech ¢&tyfech, kdyz jede$ pres 200 mil v hodiné. A to muze$
dokéazat s motorem vpfedu stejné tak, jako s motorem vzadu.

No jo, ale k zisku rychlosti v zatackach potrebujes aerodynamiku na nose a tu mizes ziskat jenom, kdyz je
motor vzadu.

Gaargh, mozna mas pravdu, ale nebylo to pro mé. Nevyhral jsem ani jeden zavod v auté s motorem vzadu. V naSich
dobach jsme neméli ty obrovské pneumatiky, které maji dneska, kfidla a posilovace fizeni. Nic z toho a presto jsme
byli kolo na kole.

Sledujes nebo chodis na zavody i dneska?

Uz ne. S jezdénim jsem skongil v roce 1972 a od té doby nechodim nikam, protoze kdyz jsi jednou sedél za volantem,
jenom na to koukat prosté neni ono. Jesté pred par lety jsem ob&as zavodil v historickych autech, coz pofadal Bob
Bahre nahofe v Laudon, New Hampshire. Nejsem uz ale Zadny mladik, je mi pfes dvaaosmdesat. Pokud bych chtél
vidét néjaké zavody, tak bych el jediné s Bobem Bahre, ale on uz to stejné prodal...mam dojem, Ze za $340 miliont,
takZe si docela pomohl, protoze kdysi zalinal skoro z ni€¢eho. Ted ale na jeho ovalu jezdi NASCAR a ja nesnasim
NASCAR, protoZe to neni zavodéni. SlySel jsi nékdy o ‘Lucky Cheeses’, takovy karneval kde skadou pfes auta a
podobné? Kdysi v tom délal Joie Chittwood. Je to jenom pfedvadéni a to je pfesné totéz, co si ja myslim o NASCAR.
Kazdy ma tfi piloty v tymu, jeden z nich dostane nejlepsi auto a ti dal$i dva jenom blokuji ostatni. Je to jako americky



fotbal...upIné totéz. A kdyz je nékdo proti ostatnim opravdu rychly, tak hned vymysI| néjaké pravidlo, aby ho zpomalili.

Navic maji pfili§ hodné aut v
televize prosté kazi zavody. S
specialni pneumatiky a
jet stejné rychle, jako oni.

O tom bych si dovolil

Ale kdepak. VSechno, co
na plyn a nevrazit do zdi.
ja v to nevéfim. Pro tenhle
nejde. Ja jsem to prosté
svuj zivot a klidné bych jezdil
moc penéz nedostavali. Ted uz
chtél stihnout, i kdyz
Chél bych si najmout limuzinu
zadni sedadlo a jet se podivat
zazil tolik Uspéchl. Pak az do
pred vsemi témi lety narodil
Houston, Texas podivat se na
chodil. Ona uz tam ale stejné

Je skoro poledne a my porad
podavame ruku na
smérem, kde stoji muj Nissan

Vidim, ze mas predni nahon.
snéhu a tak, ale jenom proto,
jezdit s opravdovym autem.

poli..to je kvuli televizi a
témi auty, které maji dneska
vSechno mozné, by jsi dokazal

pochybovat.

potfebuje$ udélat je Slapnout
Dneska maji zavodni $koly, ale
sport se musi$ narodit, jinak to
zboznoval, podfidil jsem tomu
zadarmo. Tehdy jsme stejné
je jenom par véci, které bych
pochybuju, Zze se mi to podafi.
se Soférem, sednout si na
dolt do New Jersey, kde jsem
New Orleans, Louisiana kde se
muj otec, a nakonec do
holku, se kterou jsem kdysi
asi neni.

postavame pred garazi. Jak si
rozlou¢enou, kyvne Gig hlavou
minivan.

Lidi fikaji, ze to je dobré ve
Zze dneska uz nikdo neumi

Diky Gig, jsem rad, ze jsme se sesli a mohli si pokecat. Uz té ale nebudu zdrzovat, protoze mam dojem, ze jsi

nékam chtél jit.

Nah, uz jsem zapomél kam to bylo, protoze jsi mé pfived| ke vzpominkam na zavodéni...



